
LOK SABRA DEBATES 

LOK SABHA 

Thursday, Marth 24,1988/ 
Chltra 4, 1910 (SAKA) 

The Lok Sabha met at 
Eleven of the Clock 

[MR. SPEAKER In the Chair}. 

{Translation] 

MR. SPEAKER: Please sit down. 
How are you, Mr. Aeharia ? 

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA: Sir. 
yesterday you were absent durinl Emer-
leney. 

[English] 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE : Sir, 
we missed you durin. Emerleney. 

{Translation} 

MR. SPEAKER 
Emerlency on you ? 

Did I Impose 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

[English} 

Lo ... ·terlD Plan for Denlop.ent of 
RaU"a, TeelaDololJ 

+ 
·427. SHRI H. N. NANJE 

GOWDA: 
SHRt S. M. GURADDI : 

Will the Miniater or RAILWAYS be 
pte .... to atlte : 

CI) wbether tbe RaiJwa1a p:opoee to 
iDvolve bKJUItrl" lad reaelreb 1utIt ... 

ID I bl, IVay fn It. TecbnoJo81 DoveJop; 
ment Plan; 

(b) jf 10, the detaU. thereor; aJKI 

(c) whetber any ttme limit hu beea 
fixed for the implementation or tbe Piau 
aDd the Ireas in which impro'lOlDellts 
would be cft'ected 'I 

{TraMlation] 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THB 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHU 
MAHABIR PRASAD) : (a) to (c) A 
boainniDI has been made to involve indus-
tries and premier institutes of Jearnloa in 
development of railway teehno)081. Eilbt 
Technolosy DevelopmeDt Group. beiD, 
lOt UP. one for each technoJOI1 area 
seleaed, include representatives of RDSQ 
indUJtry and institutes of lcamina. The 
Techno)OIY Deve)opment Plan eDvisaps 
improvement. in locomotives. eoacbes, 
W&lons, track and bridse structures, trac:-
tion power systems and sipalliDa od 
tele-communieatjon system wit bin I broad 
time frame 

[English] 

SHR.I H. N. NANJE GOWDA: Sir. 
it is reaUy a very ambitious Proatamme. 
Tbe Minister of State hu stated that etala' 
Railway TochoololY DevelopmeDt Groups 
Ire beinl set up. ! would Uke to know 
the nature Ind coOStitUtiOD of these 
aroups and also the scope for tho workiq 
of tbese aroups; wbether they are 001, to 
ruction I' Advi.ory Groups or whether 
tbey can undertake research work llao. 
n 10, what are tho facilities provided for 
these Groups to lIndenlto sucb research 
work 7 Wbat is tho IIDOUDt earmarked 
for tbe purpoeo ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATB OF 
THB MINISTRY OF R.AILWAYS (SBlU 
MADBAVRAO SCINDIA): Sir, I cIk1 
Dot catcb wbotber tile bOD. Member ... 
IIkI Ibe Plan is ambiauoUi or_bidoa 
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SHR.I H. N. NANJB GOWDA: 1 
laid 'ambitious'. (Interruptions) 

SB1tl BA"SUDBB A;CtlAitfA -: 
Botb ambiguous and ambitious. 
(""""plions ) 

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA : 
It it .mbitiOUl. I don't Chi_ tbere is 
any harm tn beinl ambitious because 
.... ,OU do manage to adrien sGmeth-
_ Rwariab).y you do because you .. 
~s. (Interr.ptions) 

PROF. MADHU DANDA V ATE: It 
snipt be ambivalent a]so. 

(Interruptions) 

SBRI MADRA VRAO SCINDIA : It 
iJ our attempt that over the next decade 
iD certain selected areas whh:h have 
,apodal relevance to the IndJan Railway 

'System, we should become technology 
leaders, instead of the present strategy 
.. lUcb ia to import, after a certain number 
.of years alongwitb technology transfer, 
.and tben to adapt in our own production 
unit~ absorb the technology and produce 
the equipment of the unit at our own 
.production units. So, there is a new 
tbrust and .a new direction being given to 
ensure fhat we do become technology 
leaders in certain seJected areas. For 
this, we feel that to facilitate this, it is 
important tbat the process of synergy is 
adopted, which really means bringing 
together technical institation like UTs, 
v.ntYersities, like Roorkec University, 
iaclostry which means, both our produc-
tion 'Units and rajlway~rlented prcductien 
1I'Dits outtide our system and R.ailwty 
Reseuch OrpDilation, tbat is RDSO. 
So, briDginl aU tbe three together and 
aetttag up worldDg groups in selected 
milslon areas, wlrich, hopefully, will then 
_ able to advise as and implement that 
tn a .cooperative of exercises, In an exer-
dR ef collaboration aad cooperation, to 
...... that we become technotOlY leaders 
over a certain period of dme. And tbat 
iI why, these group. arc being set up. 
6no .. I been set uP. two .. e almolt 
... to 'be ~ up in civil elllineeriDl and 
'ligaal telecom. Th«e is ose more patti. 
out. poop. And dIeIe 8l'GUpI arc 
taIdIIUy, dI 00WIfJ. lOiIIg to .coait .. e 1)n 
"lIat IOrt of prOCei. .hould bo set into 

motion, how we should 10 about it.· But 
ultimately. the implementation would also 
be 4._ throuah these sroups. 

SHRI H. N. NANJB GOWDA 
There are some .countries who have made 
a headway in this development of railway 
tecbnology like Japan. I would like to 
know whether Government of India is 
baving any fonian collaboration either 
for import of tecbnology or tbe technical 
know-how? If so, what are tbe details '1 

SHRI MADHA VRAO SCINDIA : 
As I said, at present, to upgrade techno-
logy, a certain amount of upgradation is 
already done in our own production units 
through our own experience. But to 
make quantum jump the 8)stem is to-
after a certain period of time when the 
requirement is there-import certain 
technology and, as I saId, to absorb it 
and produce it in our country. The 
process as it is now, there is certain 
import cnvis81ed aftee a perIod of time . 
We want to free ourseJves in at Jeast 
certain selected areas of being dependent 
on sucb import after a certain number 
of years. And that is why, we have set 
this particular process into motion. 

SHRI RAM SINGH Y ADA V: May 
I ask from the Minister through you 
whether the Minister intends to set up its 
own technological institute, as regards the 
Go~rDment, and the research in Ibe 
railways so that new dimension may be 
available to tbe new entrepreneurs and 
new talents in the country '1 

SHR.I MADHA VRAO SCINDIA : 
We have already got Research Designs 
Standards Organisation, RDSO, in LUCk. 
now which is our research organisation. 
But at present, there has been very little 
interaction between RDSO, techn1cal 
institutions and the production units. We 
want a little more interaction between the 
three. And that il wby, under synergy, 
we hope to achieve this. 

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA: The 
signallinl system is one of the important 
ActaI". for e1Jicieat rail operation. These 
ar.e "erent t,pel .f .ipaDina eyMemI 
DOW in tbe IndialJ Railways. May I know 
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from the HOD. Mini.ter wbether there I. 
anJ, proposal to have one tyPe.of signaJ· 
linl system beeaue the number of acci. 
dents take place due to defective sian_IliDI 
systems wbicb aro still in existence in our 
country? We are now Importinl 6,000 
Irorse power 'electrfc locomotives. Our 
production unit at Chlttaranjan bas the 
capaclt, to produce tbis type of 6000 
borse power electric engines. I would 
like to know whether any proposal is with 
tbe Government to start production in 
productiod our unit of ChfttaranJan 
Locomotives of this type of electric 
locomotives of 6000 HP. If so, what i. 
the target date 7 

SHRI MA DHA VRAO SCINDIA : 
Tbe Hon. Member knows that we are 
importing ,186000 HP Thyrister type 
electriC locomotives. They have already 
started arriving in tbis country. Tbese 
6000 HP locomotives are coming with the 
transfer of tecbnology clause and tbey 
will be produced eventually in Cbittarao. 
jan Locomotive Works. Tbat Is certainly 
our intention. 

As far as signalling is concerned, it 
is one of tbe key dcwelopmeat areas 
identified under tbe S Mission Areas tbat 
\Ve bave adopted and it Will be our 
attempt and the group tbat is beinl set 
up for signalling and telecommunication 
will be going into train control and signal. 
ling systems, sohd type devices controlled 
by micro process and computer aided 
system provided for continuous train 
control and protection. So, tbe uPlta. 
dation of signalling and telecommunication 
is already taking place; but we hope to 
give it a furtber impetus after tbis group 
baa gone into it in detail. I hope tbat WI 
will tben be able to bave our own indi· 
genous tecbnoloay and become world 
leaders in tbia area also. Upgradation of 
lisnaflfnl and telecommunication ia a 
continuous on-Ioinl procell and tbe 
improved .ystem is implemented ill p ...... 

[Translation] 

SHRIMA TI PREMALABAI eRA. 
VAN: Mr. Speaker Sir, I waDt t8 kaow 
'rom tho boo. MinisMf whotlaor steP' are 
belq taken by him to pro...,t. _ella ... u 
'"iuaokw 7 

MR. SPEAKER: The hOD. MiDJ.tor 
has already replied to thl.: 

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCIND}A : 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have already replied 
to tbis. 

[English] 

EmroameDtal Hafoe due to Coal MIDi .. 
Project. 

·428. SHRI SAIFUDDIN CHOW-
DHAR Y: Will tbe Minister of ENVI-
RONMENT AND FORESTS be pleased 
to state: 

(a) wbether according to the views 
expressed by the mining engitteers of 
repute, coal mining projects are playinl 
bavoc witb the environment; 

(b) If so, the nlture and extent of 
problem identified; and 

(c) the remedial steps taken or pro-
posed 1 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF 
THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT 
AND FORESTS (SHRI Z. R. ANSARI): 
(a) According to experts, coal miniDg 
projects have serious environmental 
implications. 

(b) The main environmental problems 
caused by coal and other mining projects 
are: 

-laDd degradation; 

-water pollution incladiD, acid 
drainage; 

-atmospberic pollution; 

-adverse impact on heaUh of tbe 
workers; and 

-disrupUon of the social life of the 
affecaed population. 

The total area UDder miDina I ... 'ill 
ladia Is 78,. sq. tID.' Area d ... W bl 




