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l(a) \Wh'lt~ the World aMik has a,o-
fRuq~d 295 tlD41li~ dollar 10.0 .0 impl'Qve 
MUf.aJ1 au pro4ucUon in b~dUl; 

(b) if 80, tbe details thoro of ud bow 
it il lilcely to be spent; and 

(.c) what are the terms of alro_emt '1 

tHE MtNISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND 
NATURAL GAS (SHRI BRAHMA 
DUTT) : (a) to (c) The propoled world 
bank loan is likely to be available for 
ONGC's Westenn Onshore and Off sbore 
Gas Development ProJects. The exact 
details about tbe question of loan and 
terms and conditions of tbe 88f'eement can 
be known only after tbe agreement is 
finailised. 

SHill S.G. GHOLAP : Sir, my quest· 
ion was: "whether the World Bank bas 
announced 295 milJion dollar Joan 1" Now 
the reply is given tbat it is likely to be 
available. If so, to what extent? What IS 

tbe present production of the natural gas 
and what is tbe proposal given by the 
ONGC to the World Bank '1 

SHRI BRAHMA DUTT : Sir, ncgotiat. 
jOll about tbis loaD was held in Washing-
ton from November 27 to NovelJlber 23. 
T)ae scope of this Joan ajreemeot IS: (a) 
Developm~nt of Soutb Bassaio Fields; (b) 
Development of Galldbar Fjelds; cc) Cpo-
• truction of gas pipeline from Hecra Off-
shore fields to U ran; (d) Seism1c surveys 
for Tapti and Hazlra fields and studies for 
iaentifying low costs investment for develo-
meDt transmission of infrastructure for 
West~rD r~8jon and utilisation of gas. This 
is the scope of the whole agreement. But 
We are discussing with them when tbe dis-
cussion is over, I will inform the House. 

SHRt S. G. GHOLAP: My second 
supplementary is that when js this amount 
likely to be available? And negotiation 
Is at what .tqe '1 

(Intet:ruptions) 
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SHRr BRAllMA DUTT : We have Qlade 
aD appraisal of tbe whole project and I 
thiDk. witbin two to three montbs lome-
tbiGs 8GOld "G .. lind. 

SHRI B. AYYAPU REDDY: Sir, Ua 
the 29S minion dollar aftDOUnCemt'Dt been 
made -by tbo World Banit 'I That ha, .. t 
been anawer.ed. Ha. tobe quantum of loaD 
assistance specified, and have the terms 
of loan, tbat is, tbe interest rate been 
specified? We are tuterested t~ know Ibat 
and for that. there is no answer Then. [ 
would like to k-oow whether ONOC bas 
liked for JoaD in general of whelher it has 
aaked for 'oan for a specific project, tbat 
is, tbe Western Shore Project, both On-
sbore and Offshore? If tbat is so, wby is 
tbat tbe Bastern Offshore and Onshore 
Projects not included in this 'I 

SHRI BRAHMA DUTT : I would 
like to answer the latter part of tbe quest-
ion first. Tho ONGC has asked for a 
specific project for Western Onshore -and 
Offshore development. As far as quantum 
of 108n and other tbings are there, Quan-
tum will be fixed after the appratltal of tbe 
project. 

The interest and all that depend on the 
cost of borrowing made from the World 
Baok from time to tiMe. Exactly when the 
agreement is fioalised these tbings will be 
known. We have asked for this 10ao be-
cause we WAot to develop this basJn. For 
otru-r basins. we have lot tbe exis.ina loan 
arran,emests .. 

011 relel'YeS In Bay of Bearal 

·J04 DR. KR'UPASINDHU BHOI 
Will tbe Minister of PETItOLEUM AND 
NATUR.AL GAS be pleased to stat~ : 

(8) whether new oil reserves have been 
discovered in the otfshore areas of the Bay 
of BeDsa): 

(b) if so, which are these oft'shore are-
IS; 

(c) the approximate quantity of oU reA 
servos tll.covered in these areal; aDd 

(d) tho 4tt,ill ther,or, 



PHALGUNA tl, I~ (SA£4) 

THE MINISTER OP STATE OP TJfE 
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND 
NATURAL GAS (SHRI BRAHMA 
DUTT) : ta) aod (b): Yes. Sir, Oil bas 
been discovered in OS·16 structure in 
Krlsbna-Godavarl offshore durmg July, 
1987. 

(c) and (d) The exact poteotial will 
be known only after tbe structure is fuHy 
delihceted. 

DR. KRUPASINDHU BHOI : J 
am very much frustrated Irom thiS rheto-
ric answer formulated by the bureacrats 
of this Hon Minister's Department from 
a magnanimous posture. I w'-nt to be eD-
lightened by tbe Minrster whether other 
geological formation than the tery;ary for. 
mation and sedlmcn lary basin has been 
identIfied for off-shore drtlling of Bay of 
Bengal nc.}rcr to ruc.ldip Port ~nd l\la· 
handi basIn. If so, whether It is a fact that 
in .975 and 1980 tbe Carl~berg Ltd. of 
USA and the CarniveJse:va of France had 
done dctailed production oriented explora-
tory drilling 10 this area and whether lbey 
had found that more tban 5000 sq. km~. 
of oil and hydrocarboD IS floatiog over 
this basin. What are th~ details thereof? 

SHRI BRAHMA DUrr: In the Bay 
of .Beogal sedimentary baSinS are there; 
firstly Andaman~, secondly Dengal, thirdly 
Mahana<.1i fourthly Krishna-Godavari baSin 
and fifthly Cauver~ baslD. 10 Andamaos I 
can only say that they have found gas in 
one well and It is not commercially vIable 
10 bring it to the main and uniess we 
locate four.five more wells. 

Of course, everybody says that BeDsal 
is floatina on oil. But we dont' want to 
float on oil; want to swim on oiL .. 
(/nterruptiolls). Therefore, we have asked 
the Soviets. (Interruptions) If Bcngal 
floats 00 011, it WOD't help us. 

Upto Ibis time our efforts have not 
yielded aoy fruits althougb we have drilled 
on.shore and off-shorr but they are lof 
very biSh expectatioas. About Mahanadi 

-.110 we bave not been able to get any 
.ueoe'l. In Krishna-Godavari Basin and 
'Clowri BaiiD we bavo lot "some .UCCCSI 

and ,,'e have put the wells on .. t1 pro. 
duction eyste.m. 

DR. KRUPASINDHU BHOI : sun I 
am unabppy. 

MR. SPEAKER : Has the MitlSlt,r 
made you uneasy? I dOll't want my JPePl-
bers to be made uoeasy ! 

DR. KRUPASINDHU BHOI : I aaid 
I am unhappy. 

SHRI BRAHMA OUTT ! If the HOD. 
Member wants to know more about Bea-
gal, I Will give tbe whole detail. 

MR. SPEAKER: You can send it. 

SHRI BRAHMA DUTT : I wlJJ I,., 
It on the Table of the House. 

DR. KRUPASINDHU BHOI : Acco-
rdiD~ 10 my information, C.r)aber,a J.,t,d. 
and CarDivelselva bavc opined lbat t,be 
tIme of production oriegted explol'.4tplY 
drilling, the rigs whicb were availAble i1)f 
exploration could not sustain moro than 
300 1 bs of pressure and tbey were t,Q.Wld 
to be not suitable [or detailed explptat~J;Y 
cum production oriented exp)oratyry drW-
ing. Only the ONGC bas got tbe expertise 
in our country which cao bave liaison witb 
th-: foreign expertise and can drill in tbe 
l\1ahaoadi and the Bay of Bengal. I would 
like to know whether the Minhter will 
consider my proposal and re-cxamine it. 

SHRI BRAHMA DUTT : Th., arm 
Carlsberg Natoma. Groups of USA bad 
conductcd .seismic survey in off-shore .ad 
drilled two wells without any 6ucc:css,iD 
1976. The ONGe, durina 1979 to J5'81 
acquired 2756 )ine kq)s. of $cismlc dllJa 
in shallow marinc areas and identified six 
locations for dllj IJing. In ibis basin Pt~ •• ntJy 
tbe 0 NGC arc drailliDg one wcU viz., 
SMM·Sioce June 1987 which bas reached a 
depth of 4565 metres. I have seen this drJII 
ina myself. Of course. tbere is indicatioD 
of some object there but It has Dot yet 
beCD found As regards oo-abO&' fa Ben .. 
181 basin we have roacbed 8D a.~eem'DC 
with t·be Soviet U nioD aDd we are Iwo,lIiDl 
out the proaramme '0 explore oU iD .Sowtb 
Of Calcutta iu \* Suader"D'~ 
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SHRI V. SOBHANADREESWARA 
!tAO: Whh tbe exploration in KrlsbDa 
aDd Godavari baslo apart from the avai. 
lability of oil tbere is availability of buge 
quaDtity of natural gas which bas already 
been provcd. I would Hke to know what 
.tepa tbe ONGC or tbe Government Is 
proposing to make avilable this sal for tbe 
domestic COOkJDS purpose to the towns 
aDd cities located near tbe Krishna God .. 
avarl basin where these explorauons are 
loins on ? 

SHRI BRAHMA DUTT : I came back 
from tbat baSin three days back. It is a 
very prospective ba~in but first of all we 
have to lay the pIpelines to connect tbe 
sources of oil and gas. 00 on-land we 
have located OJ I In Bhimanapa Hi and aas 
in Kaza, 2 wells of gas ID Narsapur and 
one well of gas in Pasarapudi, 3 wells of 
gas in Rozole and two wells in TatJpaka 
and one oil and one gas in Kaikalur. At 
present we are connecting them by tbe 
pipe lines and our main difficulty ia cross· 
ins the river Vashishta. We have given 
SO per cent of the total cost of the bridge 
over the river Vashishta to tbe Andhra 
Pradesh Goveroment and the foundation 
stone has been laid. Now we are trying 
to cross Vashishta by boring a tunnel 
under It. 

We have already idenhfied conqumers 
and entered into agreement with eight 
firms and teo other firms have also come 
up. Regardina supply of cooking gas to 
the towns It Is a very costly affdir. we 
can supply at ooe point then the whole 
Infra-structure has to be laid down by the 
State Government. We offered to Feroza-
bad one ABJ pipel'ne. Ferozabad is a 
glass industry area like Venice of Italy. 
OUf cost will be only Rs. 32 crores but 
the infrastructure has to be there. We 
made a similar offer to Bombay. As and 
when gas is availablc and as and when 
Andbra Pradesh Government is able to 
put up the infra-structure we will consider 
it. 

SHRI R. P. Oa.: The Minister ha! 
already said that South of Calcutta has 
been identified as one of tbe spotl (or 
drilliog of oil. I think the Minister is 
-aware of tbo fact that Bay of BODlal i. a 

biS bi. bal atretcbins from Naokhali to Car 
Nicobar. So I would Jake to know tbe 
exact place that bas been incttfied and 
also whether any asency has been selected 
for drilhnl tbe oil? I would particularly 
like to know tbe agency tbat has been 
entrusted with tbe Job of drilllog In Bay 
of Bengal, Soutb of Calcutta. 

SHRI BRAHM A DUTT: As regards 
South of calcutta the drilJinl and survey 
will be done by the Soviet lJnlOn experts. 
As regards off-shore we ourselves arc 
doing tbe drlJlln8. We are dnlllDg one 
well off-shore. 

Speed post service 

·107. SHRI MULLAPPALLY 
RAMACHANDRAN: Will the Minister 
of COMM:.JNICATIONS be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether there is any private 
sector Involvement an the functioning of 
tbe speed post service; 

(b) if 80, the details thereof; and 

(c) the details of private courier 
services funct'oDing in the country 'l 

THE MINIS fER OF ENERGY 
AND MINJSII:;R (J):< COMMuNICA-
TIONS (SHRI VASANT SAl HE) : (a) 
No. Sir. 

(b) Does Dot arise an ~Iew of reply to 
(a) above. 

(c) This Ministry has no direct 
information about the details of private 
courier services funcuomng in the 
country. The Reserve Bank of India 
have however, intimated through tbe 
Ministry of Finance that 13 courier com-
panies have been giveo permission to 
operate lnternational Couner Services. 
Only 9 courier companIes are however, 
actually operating International Courier 
Servlccs UDder thiS permlss'on. 

SHRI MULLAPPALLY RAMA· 
CHANDRAN: Sir, tbe Indian postal 
lervice il renowned tbe world over for 




