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hcctires of Itod gets degraded evtry y««r 
or ihe forests are denuded. Two yeait 
about U  lakh hectares of forest tand oied

* to be degraded. * Thereafter, we studied Ihe 
causes of degradatioo ia depth. The 
Prime Minister as well as ! hsve wrltteo to 
the Stales and as a result of our efforts, the 
area of laad degradation has come down to 
10 lakh hectares from 11 lakh hectares. 
Our endeavour h  to et»sure that deforeau- 
tion is kept to the mioimum. You know 
that complaints are rtceived from differtnt 

’ places to the cffect (hat the officials of the 
Forest Department harass the people a lot 
and clearance of the project b  either 
delayed or H Is not at all g iv »  to a 
number of projec a. Oo the one hand. )oa  
say that the forests are being felkd and oo 
the other hand, you say ihaK yoor p ojects 
are pending which should be cleared.

MR SPEAKER : He is not asking 
about deforestatioo. He b  asking about 
something elie.

SHRI DHAJAN LAL ; He ^  laid 
that so much of forest land b  being 
degraded.

MR. SPEAKER ; He b  asking about 
erosion.

SHRI BHAJAN LAL : Sir. his second 
supplementary was about degradatioo of 
land. At you know, there are some areas 
which do have foaests but these forests are 
not qualitatively as good as they should be, 
because the soil in (hose areas b  not good. 
The land b  uneven. It b  our earnest 
endeavour to get it levelled. In thb  
connection, I would like to inform you 
that an  ̂ amount of Rs. 692 crores was 
spent for this purpose during the Siirh 

.Five Year Plan. The outlay for the 
Seventh Plan b  Rs. ISOO crorea, a 
three fold increase. Thb has been done to 
grow more and more forests oo wasteland. 
We shall grow firewood saplings oo such 
land if it is possible to do; so that the poor 
could meet their fuel needs to some extent. 
All these aspects are before ua. Thoa, we 
shall try to improve the quality of forests 
wherever these forests are not of good 
quality.

[Eftglish]

• SHRI DIOVIJAY SINH : Sir, I would
J l k l i o j i k ^ g  ipccl0c 9^ ibf tree

paiti systain. We all know that the 
iooceas of the w uteland developoeol 
effort ,wUI be on how effectively we 
promote the tree patta system. The tree 
patta system can be divided into four 
sectors— Firstly, what kiod of land are you 
giving for the tree patfas 7 Is It revtnue 
Und or penchayat land T What priority 
ate you giving to the tree patta system 7 
First b  the type of land and secood aspect 
b  about prioritba, as to wham to give. 
N eit, for bow much duratioo are you 
giving 7 And lastly what are the legalities 7 
Do you lose the land by giving these tree 
pettas 7 .Tekiog into accouni these four* 
aspects, has the Depertroeot interacted with 

.every Sta'e to aacertain aa to how they 
wouk) impletoMit the tree patta sy tten  in 
tbeir States with these fovr ah eria  7 If 
they have dooe it what has been the resuH 
of iateractioo from the Statca 7

[Tra/tslaiiom}

SHRI BHAJAN LAL ; Sir. the Patta 
Scheire b  aiill under coosideratioo of the 
Ooverrment and has M>t je t been given 
effect to. We think that one or two 
hectares of land shoold be allotted lo such 
persons who are poor, Harijana, or 
Adivasb and have no other means of 
livelihood. The type of land b  the same 
wasteland, but they can grow fire*wood 
trees, fodder fcr catfb or fruit bearing 
trees and can, thus, make use of thb land 
to some extent. A few Sutes have 
introduced the Patta System. These are 
Bihar. Madhya Pradesh and to some extent 
Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu abo. But 
thb  icbeme has not been fully tmpkmenifd 
as yet. There b  need to give it a thorough 
consideration. If we implement thb 
scheme aa It b . there b  likelihood of the 
big people al«o availing of thb benefit 
Different ^ u te s  have different probleme 
b  its implementation. It b  receiving our 
utmost attention and we shall do whatever « 
b  right ao that thb  land b  tiot mbuaed.

{entiitk]

T korlaa  Plaat •( OrtaM 8*»4i C o a^ ltx

• 396. SHRI PRAKA8H CHANDRAt J 
SHRI DUARAM PAL SINOH 
MAUK :

Will tbe PRIME MINISTER be pleaMil 
IP I tM  I
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(a) wbetber there ii aoy propoeal to wt 
up ft* tbofiuoi pteai at Oritta Saoidi' 
CocDpltt and fa»t bfoeder reactor fud  
reprooMsioi plant at lodira Gaodhi Ccnua 
for A looic Retearcfa io ooofoliatioo wiib 
the Dcparimcfit of Space and Mlniftry of 
Eaergy; ^

(b) if *0. tb« broad 
projecr.

outiioet of the

(c) tbe fundi aUocated for tbt purpoae;
and

(d) wbcn tbe pipjeci wiU be coopktcd  
and itart functioniot 7

THE MINISTER OP STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OP SCIENCE AND TBCHNO-* 
LOGY AND MINISTER OP STATE IN 
THE DEPARTMENTS OF OCEAN 
DEVELOPMENT. ATOMIC ENERGY, 
ELECTRONICS AND SPACE (SHRl K.R. 
NARAYANAN): (a) u> (d).,A  kUtaoaent 
b  fivtn below.

S u tm c a t

(a) The Gcnreromcitt propo*e to Ki up 
a tborium plant at Ofieaa Sands 
Coinplaa and a Fatt Reacior 
RtprocaMipg Plant at K.atpakkam.

9

(b) Tbe Thorium Plaoi at Orissa Sacds 
CcCDpl^ it beint Mt up by Indian 
Rare Eartbe U d. (or produciioo 
ol 150 MT per anoum of Tborium 
Nitraie « b k h  b  required mainly 
for use by tbe G u  Maot)e 
Manufaciurtrs in tbe country. 
Tne tecbnok)ty of production wiU 
be tbe solvent ettraction proceu 
dcTaloped by Bhabha Atomic 
Retearcb Centre. Besides prodnc*

. tion of Tborium Nitrate, Thorium 
Oaide required for nuclear use will 
alto be produced.

Tbe Fate Reactor Reprooet- 
tin t  Plant will be located at Indira 
Gandhi Centre for Atomic 
Research (IGCAR) at Kalpakkam. 
Thto racility will reprocess spent 
fuel from the Fast Breeier Test 
Reactor at Kalptkkam. Tbit

are bcinf developed in a Research 
Laboratory already tel ' up at 
IGCAR. , ,

Xc) The capital cost of (he Thorium
Project at the ' Ori&sa Sands

' Complex it estimated at . Rs. 2.96 
croret, of whkh Rt. 2.18 croret 

,  has been allocated for 1987>S8.
Tbe total estimated cost of the
Fast Reactor Reproceuing Plant 
b  Rt. 35 cforet, of which about 
Rs. 6 croree b  proposed t^  ̂ be 
spent during tbe VII Plan period.

•

(d) Tbe Thortom Project at the O iitia 
Sands Compka b  cxpccted to be 
completed by Juoe 1989 and will 
siatt functioning thereafter. Tbe 
Rcproccssmg Plant at iCalpakkam 
b  scbedukfi to be commissioned by 
middk of 1993.

SHRI PRAKASH CHANDRA : I 
would like to know from the, hon. Miouter 
as to bow much thorium metal is actually 
avatbbk  in India. U it true that tbe 
Indian.Rare Earths Limited a Goveinmtnt 
of India undertaking ‘ and ibo Kerata 
Minerab and M eiab Limited, a Kerala 
Governmenl uadertakir^g are trying to 
recover thorium from other' procetsiog 
plaott io lodta. other ihan tbe Orissa Sai.dt 
Compkx 7 If to. what are tbe ntmes of 
the plants and what b  tbe actual position 
of the recovery of thb tborium metal 7

SHRI K R. NARAYANAN : Both io 
Kerala and Tamilnadu— particularly in 
Kerala— there are Indian Rare Earibt 
p b n u  to cxtrict ,roontzite cooccniratct 
from the thorium sand. These concentntct 
arc not processed there but sent to Trombay 
foe proceuing into thorium nitrites tnd 
tborium oaidet.

SHRI PRAKASH CHANDRA : 1 have 
asked the bon. Minister about the'^ total 
availabilKy of tbb  m eut in India.

I

SHRI K.R. NARAYANAN : There art
3,60,000 tonnet of Ihorium deposits in 
Indit, a i per the known rtaourcet.

SHRI SHARAD DIGHE : 1 would 
like to know from the hon. Minuter whether 

pUnt will adopt procett equipment* J t  b  true tlwt instead, o f ' tetiiog up an 
Aod maintenaDce concepu which 'additiooal thorium plant in Orbaa. 'y o u  are



23 Ora! Answers MAECU 25, 19t7 Ormi Atuwgrs 24

ibiftiag the plaot from Bombay to O rm a.  ̂
If 10, wbat is tbo loftc behind it f  This * 
thorium fftctoi7 of M/s lodiao* Rare 
Earths Limited b  there at Trombay tioce 
1st August 1955* Tbeo all these coDSumen 
of the ernl products of this plant are also 
from Bombay. All chemicals required arc 
alK) available at Bombay. Then, a huge 
adjacent plot for the expansion )«as also 
acquired and foundation stone was also laid 
in M irch, 19«2 Even recently, an addi-
tional expense of Ra. 33 lakhs has been 
inc^c#ed for setting up an efnuent treatment 
facility for Trombay*s Thorium plant lo 
lafeguared . the existing plant against 
pollution. So. after making all these
iovestments. what is the logic of shifting 
this plant from Bombay to Orissa, rather 
Shao giving additional plant to O risu  7

SHRI K.R. NAi?AYANAN : Sir, as
the bon. Member has potnied out« the
plant in Bombay was Kt up in 1955. It is 
an old plaoi built out of lower tccboology 
and the plant is not efficient at the moment 
because of aging That ia the reason why, 
this is being shifted and expanded and also 
because the capacity is being expan^d  i» 
Orissa to ISO tonnes. It is a higher
technology. The plant in Trombay is much 
Coo old and it is no* longer effickntly 
usable.

Onterrupttoiu)
*

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: I 
will atk t  iuppl«aieoi«r7 oo Mr. Oifbc'i 
question.

MR. SPEAKER : A suppletueotary to 
the supplementary.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
Something like ruling over the ruling.

' MR. SPEAKER : But that cannot 
happen.

PROF. M ADHU. DANDAVATE : Sir,
I ' would like to ktK>w from th e . hoo. 
Minister In the light of what hon. Shrl 

. Dighe has asked, that since you have been 
saying that It it an old plant and rather than 

'^having an additional plant at Orissa, you 
would like to dismantle ihat plant and shift 
it to Orissa and develop ft further there ; Is 

S It not a fact that even the Scientists, tha ' 
Techoologists and the Eovlronmentalistt had

givcp you the advica that oo the adjacant 
i iu  of the caisting plot where the plant it 
located io Bombay, fuitber expansioD can 
b« brought about very cITcctivcly 7 It it a 
f ^ t  that because of this shift to Orisaa, 
probably the scfvicea of a large number of 
workers will be tcxminated7 Will you assure 
that some' facilitiea will t>A ude available to 
them and tome aspecu of the opcratioo of 
the existing plant will be rttaioed so that 
there will be no disturbance to the job of 

‘the present team of workers who are workug 
there, lo addition to that. If you want, you 
can have a Complex io Ortssa, 1 have no 
conflict with OritM at all 7 I think, both 
Bombay and Orisaa can be complemeolary; 
they need not oppose each other. *

*

SHRI IC.R. NARAYANAN : As far as 
the ideniiftc advice la concerned. w« had 
set up a Site Selection Committee for tbi* 
eitw plant, under the Chairmanship of Dr.
S.K. Kelkar and cofisitting of two or three 
well-known scientuu. They had investigated 
various sites including Trombay. Or»sa. 
Kerala and Tamil N idu. They came to the 
conclusion that the best site foe the location 
of this plant would be in Orissa.

Secondly, regarding the old equipment, 
all that cannot be transported bacause alt of 
them are not usable. Some of them are 
obsolete. A part,of the equipment will be 
transported to Orissa. As I told you earlier, 
it is a m ore than thirty y c ^  old plant and 
it is not usable efflctmily at present except 
certahi eqaipmenu which may be usable.

As regard! labour, there a r t  at present 
about 215 people who are working In 
Trombay ^  cbe new plant will employ 
about 117 paople and they could ba ra- 
locat«i. O then could ba ra«located elsewhera 
in oChar Departmena of the Atomic Energy 
Agency and soom of them who have ^ c h e d  
tbe aga of retirement will be retlrad by 
giving propar compenaaiion.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE ; That 
it different. That way, thoae who die will 
also disappear; but that it dUrerant. As far 
as tbe preMnt strangth it conccrned. will you 
assure, us that none of those who are not 
retired will be displaced, and tome jobs will 
be given 7 . '

«
MR. SPEAKER : T h tl h  »•<•• h* « M
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SHRl K R. NARAYANAN ; We tre  
tnrlniL ^  vil) cofUfc that labour b  
rc*loealed and employed.

SHRISOM NATH RATH : The fact H 
that a very good iofratm icturt h i t  already 
been created by the lodiao Rare Eartht Ltd.
io O rlM  at Oopalpur-oo-Saa. and there are 
enoufb ioputt. The raw material available 
in Orbfa b  o( the. highett qoaHiy lo the 
couotry. So, I would requeit the bon. 
Mintiier oof to m il up the comtructioa of 
thb  probct (n O rb n  at Oopalpur>oo-Sca, 
with ihlfiiot frgm aootbcr Sute. Lei K not 
be isixed up.

I would like to Ikoow specifically from 
the boo. Mintstar ; wilt thb pro>Mi be com* 
p k itd  io 1989 a t eovtfafcd. and will 
produciioo %uri 1

[Thmstiuip/i]
»

Ban on Collaboratloo with Fori*lgn 
Coflipadira la T.V. i*rodMrtioo*

•397. SHRI DII.EEP SINGH BHURIA : 
Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to 
ttate :

(a> whettier Guvemmeot propote to ban 
forelfo collaboratioos in colour Televiitoo 
manufactifre;

(b) if not. the realtoni therefor;

(c) whether such coUaboratioo afTcctt 
iodtfeoout Qoiu; and

(d) if ao. how the lo ii to tbe Indian 
T.V, iodttttry it propoMd to be made good ?

MR. SPEAKER : That it what be hat [SnglUk]
•aVi.

SHRI R R NARAYANAN ; At I »aid 
earlier, the ttie (o Oriita wat c h o m  becaut« 
ccruio iafrattructural facilities e tittirg  thefa 
a n  ivot available el««i»herc. I can auure 
the boo Member that we will make every 
effort to com p^e the coottr\»citofl of the 
plant according to tchedule.

May I abo  »ay ooe more thing : about 
Trooibay, tcieniittt have adviiad ut tha| 
further induttrial coatiructioa and activity 
there tttcif may not be detirable.

SHRI JA G \N N A TH  RAO : Th«
«

Gopalpur-on-Sca b  io my coAttitueocy. 
Large dcpotitt of mooaiite tand a rt there. 
That wat the main reason why tha plant wat 
located there. Tha survey was underttken 
In 1964 Tbe plant h u  gooe into produc* 
Uon. and I know that coocentrates are being 
shipped from ICakinada minor port. I w r^e 
to the Mioialer recently that thb  export of 
conceoirates should be from Oopalpur mloor 
port, at>d not from Kaklnada,

May 1 know from, the bon: Minbter 
whether productkio b likely to go up, what 
b  the rated capacity and what b  the 
production today 7

, SHRI K R NARAYANAN ; Pioductkm 
t^ a y  is 120 metric tonnes, and the envisaged 
capecity for OSCX>M b  150 toooes, whicb
will meet oar requi IS. Ia

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY AND THE MINISTER OF 
STATE IN THE DEPARTMENTS OF 
OCEAN DEVELOPMENT, ATOMIC 
ENERGY, ELECTRONICS AND SPACE. 
(SHRI K R . NARAYANAN): (a) Foreign 
technical colUborationt for manufacture of 
Colour TV (CTV) tctt arc g«>craUy nor 

'permitted. H o»e\er, with cffcct from 
M .I9 I6 , com paoia with foretgn e<)uil> not 
etoeeding 40% were allowed to participate in 
the TV industry. Government does not 
propose to revcrK thb  decision.

(b) Thb was done to bring TV policy in 
line with the general policy under which a 
company with foreign equity of 40% of lets 
b  eligible for participation in manufacture 
of products open to the o r^ n b ed  private 
sector.

(c) No. su .

(d) Does not arise.^
* * •

[7>Qnti4Uta»]'

SHRI DILEEP SINGH B H U R IA : 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thsnk the bon. Minbter 
for giving a catrgorical antwer to my. 
question. As has been stated by tbe bon, 
M labter in h b  reply, only those companies 

* which have forsieo eauitv nm dntc




