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Electrification of Rail Tracks 

*23. SHRI CIHNTAMANI JENAt: 
SHRIMATI MADHURl 

SINGH: will the Mini
r.tcr of RAILWAYShe 

plelsed to st:lte : 

(a) What ·W.L~· the GJVer.1m:nt's 
proposal for the Sixth Five Yelr Plan 
in regard to the electrification of r~iI 

tracks ; 

(b) the area covered dllring that 
plan period; 

(c) whether the work of el cctrifi
cation of rail trilckf. !;ulfered tlMin!! . 
that plnn period; 

(d) if sa. tll'! d~tlils til :rC'Jf .V1 d 
main reasons therefor; and 

(e) the Government poli ey for 
el eetritkation of rail tracks during (he 
Seventh Plan? 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(SHRl BANSI LALl: (a) II was pro
posed to complete the electrification 
of about 2150 Route Kilometres of 
Railway line during the Sixth Five 
Year Plan. 

(b) to (d). The electrification work 
actually completed in Sixth Plan 
period will be about 1600 Route kilo
metres, the Shortfall being mlinly due 
to constraint of resources. 

(e) The policy during the Seventh 
Plan is to progress electrification on 
the trunk routes Delhi-Bomb~y. Delhi
Madras and BombaY-Calcutta. In addi
tions some other important sections 
from the operational point of vi ew ar! 
also proposed to be electrified to en· 
sure better m{)v~ment of vi'al commo
dities. 

SHRT CHINTAMANT JENA: May 
T know the e~timatcd cost of electri
ficatin of 2750 lIOute kilometres of 
rllilway line during Inc Sixth Five 
Year Plan? What was the ae tual 
<Lmount nvailahle fOI it and what waS 

the cost to electrify 1600 route kilo
metres of railway line in the Sixth 
plan period? Is it a f:tel that the only 
reason for the shortfall of 11 SO route 
kilometres is Ilot constrain't of resour_ 
ces but non-availability of energy for 
ele':!rification by the State Electricity 
Boards? If so, what i~ the' Govern
ment planning to overcome th is diffi
culty in future in caSe th: Sta!e Electri
"ity Boards concerned are no! ready to 
supply adequate energy for this electl'i
fic, tion work? 

SHRI BANSI LAL : Sir, I have not 
got the calclulatcd fi~ures of the Sixth 
Five Yellr Plan bu-t the cxepcl'diture 
on one Route Kilometres is Rs,21 
lakhs to Rs. 25 lakhs 

SHRI CH1NTAMANl JENA: Sir. 
I have asked my question in two parts 
which have not "I all bcen replied. The 
first part of my question was what was 
the estimated C(1~t d this 2.750 kilo-
mctcrcs (If raih\ay liucs ........ . 

( Interruplion.l) 

MR. SPEAKER: He has not got 
the calculated figure he has given you 
the figure for or c kikmetl e. 

SHRI K. P. UNNJKR1SHNAN: 
He hilS asked abolit the tctal J)lr.n 
period. 

MR. SPEAKER : What he hrs 
replied is hc has I.ot pot the C:l!cu
latcd figure; he has quoted the figllre 
for Gne kilometre. He cnn send il. 

SHRI C'HINTAMANI 'lENA: The 
second part of my &upplementry was 
wnether the ccr.stHlint of reSOUfCCS 
is the only reason for the shortfall or 
some other reasons are also there, 
like the non-availahility of enel gy. If 
so. what arc the Government planning 
to work 011 it? Tl-tis was the la~t part 
of my first supplemenlltry. 

MR. SPEAKER : You can :.~k 

only one question. 

AN HON' BLE MEMBER : This l~ 

t he last part of the first question, 
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SHRI CHINTAMANI JENA: )n 
the last part of the reply. the hon. 
Minister has mentioned some trunk 
routes to be electrified during the Se
venth Plan perio(i. I may mention that 
this type of shorthlJ is defenit ely hav
ing adverse effect on the national eco
nomy because there is no planning to 
electrify the entire route ....... .. 

~ Interruption I 

MR. SPEAKER: You put the que<
tion now. 

SHRI CHINTAMANI JENA : SO~lC 
portion of the rout c is electrified nnd 
some p01ticn is left bccaus'e of the 
constraint (f HfrUH'(l. I ~m giving 
you one example ........ . 

( IlI1t'rl'llplion) 

MR. SPEAKER: You arc just c'''_ 
berating something. 

SHRT CHINT AMANI JENA : From 
Howrah to Madras, the route has been 
electrified up to Kharagpur. Vijaya. 
wala to Madras is also electrillcd. llut 
the middle portion j~ lefl. So, may ) 
know whether the hon. Minister will 
look into it so that the entire rute is 
electrified \.\ hen once it is lak en up ? 
One porlion is ...... 

(Interruplioll ) 

MR. SPEAKER: You arc just 
lecturing something. It is not a ques. 
tion, it is a diagram. 

SHRI CHINTAMANJ JENA: This 
is having adverse efTewt. So, may 
know the reasons for the shortfall. 

l Transialiolll 

MR. SPEAKER : In case you have 
further inform:t1ion, please inform the 
Hous.:. 

SHRJ BANS) LAL: Sir, J have no 
further information. 

[Eng/ish] 

MR. SPEAKER: I could not get 

anything out of his quest ion. you let 
me know if you h,.vc ~ot l\Oything He 
is asking why this shortfall is there 
~nd what step~ you are going to take. 
That is what I hay! ~ome to know. 

SHRI BANSJ LAL: The shortage 
is due to constraint of funds. He has 
asked about the target of Ihe Sevenlh 
FIve Year Plan. The target for the 

'Seventh Five Year Plan is 3,500 Route 
Kilometres. 

l Translaliolll 

SHRJMATJ MADHUlll SlNGH : 
Mr. Speaker. Sir, 1 wOl:ld like to 
know from the hon. Minist cr \.\ hcther 
government has formulated an} scheme 
for the elec(lilicalion of Railway track 
in Norlh Bihar. Electrilieation has 
not been done In respcl:t of railway 
track in Norlh Bih:'.T w far. In view of 
the tr::ffic on Patn?-B:lrl'.uni·Katihar 
line it is neccss:try to electrify to this 
track. 

SHRl BANS[ LA'-: The rllutes 
which we are going to electrify lIf!! the 
following : Bayana.GangaJlur KOla
Ratlam. Jh".nsi.Bina·Jlarsi. Wardha. 
lla!harsnah, llal'si.Nilgpur. 8alharshah. 
V ijaY3.wada, Bhusa wal.Nagpur, )tarsi. 
Bhusawal, Nagpur.Durg. Champa
Gevra Road nnd Tundla-Agra-Bay,·na. 

( Illterruptiolls) 

MR. SPEAKER : He says these 
arc the only routes. They have got nnh
ing else in the current plan. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
I would lik: to know from the hon. 
Minister ...... 

MR. SPEAKER: To the Minister 
from the ex.Minister. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
Somebody said '(he late Minister'. 

MR. SPEAKER: Why should I do 
that 1 

,; 
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PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
Is it not a fact that, as far as fuel 

'expenditure is concerned. as compared 
to steam tractiofl al:d diesc\ traction, 
electr,c traction is the cheapest, where 
the per km cost would be almost one
fourth,? That b~ing so is it not feasi
bl e to go in for a greater degree of 
e' ectrification '! Is it not a fact that 
the only constraint in this respect is 
that the cost of electrification per km 
is considerably large and, therefor~, 
the Raj Committee was appointed to 
find out wa)s and means to rcduc!: 
the cost per km of electrification of 
roules ? 1s it not n fact that th~ir 

recommendations arc already (lut? If 
they arc cut. wIll the hon. Minister 
give an :.\~surance t') this House that 
the Raj Committee r:port will be im
plemented and the pace of clectriflca
tion will be improved? 

SHRI BANSI LAL : So far as ele
ctnfication is concerned, it is true that 
previously electr illcation w"s much 
cheaper. Now it is not cheaper on all 
these routes, because of the increase 
in tariff by the Stat ~ Electricity Hoards 
at their ~wect will. Only the high den
sity areas are economic to be dectri
fied. 

PROF. MADHU DANnAVATE Sir, 
I would request the hon Minister to 
check up the figures. Even up to dal e, 
ellcrFY cOl'lsum{ltion is far Ie,s thall that 
of coal and diesel, so far as ~l::ctrie 

traction is concerned. He can check 
up the figures. If hydel power is made 
available, it will be slill cheaper 

SHRJ BANSl LAL: That is not 
true for low density se :tions. 

Popularity of Delhi Ring 
Railway 

*25. SHRl R. P. DAS : Will the 
Minister of RAILW<\YS b: pleased 
to state: 

{a) Whether the Ring Railway in 
Delhi is as popular as are the short 
distance electric trains in Bombay, 
Calcutta and Madras; 

(b) if not, reasons therefor? 

THE M[NISTER FOR RAILWAYS 
(SHRI BANS I LAL) : (a) No, Sir. 

(b) The Ring Railway in Delhi L" 
not gained popularity mainly due 1. 

Ring Railway not p'lssing through the 
thickly popu lat ed ar eas or industria 
complexes, wherc::.s the DTC Services, 
namely. Mudrika, Laghu-Mudrika and 
mini bus services serve such areas 
directly and with fare. 

SHRI R. P. DAS : Although the 
ring railway is in service for over 
two years, it could not fill the need or 
solv c the chronic prool em of mass 
transportation. The oth~r side of the 
story is that Government have already 
spent over it Rs. 300 million. In spite 
of that, it h'IS proved a grand failure, a 
commercial flop, as compared with the 
electric trains in Calcutta. Bombay and 
Madras. In view of this I would like to 
know from the hon. Minister Whether 
the EMU services will be kept 10 the 
minimum level as is being done now or 
increase the frequency of services to 
every I eo minlltes, w:Ji..:h is wide in 
keeping with the suburban services. If 
so. the reasons thereof; and if not, the 
reasons for not hcing so. 

SHRI BANSI LAL : At present 
lherc arc six trains in the even ing six 
iI the morning and we have no plan to 
introduce every ten minute servIces i,e. 
more services, because the passen~ ers 
are very less available on these ser
vices. But, now we are thinking to in
crease it up to Palwal and Ghaziabad. 
And if the passengers increase, we 
will introduce more trains. 

SHRI R P. DAS: My second 
question is: since the Delhi Rillg Rail
way does not pass through any of the 
established transport corridors and since 
it has proved to be a big commercial 
fai!ure and since most part of the Rina 
Railway is essentiallY avoiding lines 
meant for goods movement, I would like 
to know from him, how does his Mini~ 
stry plan to make.it a viable alternative 
mass transport system with a view to 




