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LOK SABHA 

Thursday. January 24, 1985/Magha 4, 1906 
(Saka) 

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of Ihe ClcJck. 

lMR. SPEAKER in the Chai,] 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

[Eng/I., h) 

Raniganj-MeJia Railway Line 

• 77. SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA 
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pleased to state : 

(a) whether Uovernment oQve rec~J\'eo 
several representations tor cou:,lrUI,;UOu 01 

the RamganJ-MeJla v,a lldOKura ladway 

hoe; and 

4Ir(b) If so, tbe details thereof and reacuon 
of (Joverument thereto ./ 

THE MINISTER OF RAiLWAYS 
(SHRI BANSI LAL) ; (a) and (b). lhcre 
have been demands tor the CODstrUCtloD of 
a new broad gauge rad hne from RanlgaDj 
to Bankura via Mejia. EnglDeering-cum
traffic surveys for tbe propos.ed link have 
been carried out whIch sbowed that the 
project would not be financially viable. In 
view of the pressin& demand the survey has 
been further updated recently. However, 
the results sbown by the updatina of the 
survey have not ~en promisiog. . 

SHRI BASUDEB ACUARIA Mr. 
Speakcr, Sir, this proposal was initialed at 
a timc when Gcolo,ical Survey of India 
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brought out a report on the substantial 
reserve of coal in one of tbe backward 
areas of tbe State. This line would be. an 
alternative and quicker and cheaper route, 
not only for KaJagbat-Haldia but practi ... 
cally for aU Soutb-bound trains. The exist .. 
ina difficulties over Anara-Cbandil-Tat a .. 
Nimpura section would be solved, the 
congestion in Kalipahari Section would ease 
and coastal shipping and export of coal and 
sugar would be greatly facilitated. I would 
like to know from the bon. Minister whether 
it is a fact that the Traffic-cum-Engineering 
Survey Report prepared by the South .. 
Eastern Railway indicated tbat this project 
will give 14 % return on capital investment 
and tbus it will be a remunerative onc. If 
so, I would like to know from the hon . 
Minister whether the Government will have 
a fresh look at it. 

SHRI BANSI LAL ; The t 977 Survey of 
the Railway shows that tbe return win be 
6.02 /~ only. 

SHRI BASUDEB ACUARIA : ,. Sir, the 
National Transport Policy Committee re
commended that the backward areas of tbe 
region should be taken into consideration 
for the construction of new railway link 
lines. I would like to know from the bon. 
Minister whether the Government will 
consider the proposal for infrastructural 
development of the district of Bankura 
wbich is a backward district among the IS 
districts of our country. 

SHRI BANS} LAL : At present we are 
not considering to construct these lines. 

SHRl K. RAMAMURTHY: Mr. 
Speaker. Sir. in thc Seventh Lok Sabba. the 
then Railway Minister in bi~ budget speecb 
announced that tbe on-lOins projects whidl 
were in need of huae funds would be con
tinued and therefore the Railway MinisU)' 
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was not in a position to take up construc
tion of Dew Jines. I would like to know 
from the bon. Railway Minister whether 
Government would consider wherever there 
is the necessity of new railway lines tbey 
will be taken up now or whether tbe same 
policy ar.nouncement made by tbe tben 
Railway Minister ~ill continue. 

SHRJ BANSI LAL: If any railway line 
is considered to be viable. that would be 
considered ~ubject to tbe availability of 
funds and clearance by the Plclnning 
Commission. 

[Trarulationl 

New Education Policy 

-7M. +SHRI MOOL CHAND DAGA : 
PROF. P.J. KURIEN : 

Wan tbe Minister of EDUCATION be 
pleased to state: 

(a) the main suggestions made by the 
Prame Minister on Educational reforms; 

(b) steps proposed to be taken to imple
ment these suggestions; and 

(c) ",bether the Gcvernment would 
ascertalD the views of State Governments 
also in lbe matter and whether any time 

bound programme bas becn cbalked out 
therefor 1 

[English] 

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION 
lSHRI K.C. PANT) : (a) to ccl. A state
mcnt is laid on the Table of the House. 

Statement 

(a) 10 his broadcast to lhe Nation on 
Sih January, 198.)" the Pnme Minister made 
the following suggestions for transformation 
of the educatIonal s}~tem : 

- Promotion of national cobesion and the 
work ethic through education; 

- Exposure of students to tbe grandeur 
of India"s Freedom struBgle and its 
liaoificance for national inte,ratioo ; 

-Acquaintance of students with India·. 
aocient bcritap and culture; 

- Re·orientation of curricula aDd text
books to curb parochial and communal 
interpretations of India's composite 
culture; 

-Large scale use of the new communica
tion technology in our school system; 

- Delinking of degrees from jobs under 
Government ; 

- Esta '-lishment of an Open University 
to bring higher education within easy 
reach of all ; 

- Expansion of the Central Scbools orga
nisati n ; 

-Re·organisation of vocational educa
tion to alIgn it with industry. agricul-
ture, communications and other pro
ductive sectors of our economy. 

(b) and (c). The Government has alrea
dy initiated a comprchen~ive and io·dt:ptb 
rc!view of the CXI~tlOg Education Policy. 
Smce Educalion is a jomt rcspon~lbl)lty of 
tbe States and the Centre, the New Educa
tion Policy will be considered b)' tbe Centra' 
Advisory Board of Education and the State 
Governments will dlso be consulted. The 
process of consuitat'oo is likely to be com
pleted by June, 198,:,. 

[Translation] 

SHRJ MOOL CHAND DAGA Mr. 
Speaker" Sir, on 5th Jan. 1 ~~5, the Pn-* 
Mini!.ter of India made important sugges
tions for compreh~nsive changes in the edu
cational system, most important suggestion 
being tbat the educatIon must be employ
ment·onented and tbe jobs under Goveln
ment sbould be delinkeu from degrees. He 
bas su&&ested that education must aim at 
development of human values and for pro
motion of patriotic spIne. For attainina the 
above objectives, tbe role of a teacber is 
extremely important. 

Waat is tbe condit jon of a teacher today ? 
Everyone in the society wants tbat tbere 
should be reorientation and radical reform 
of our educational system. 

So far a' reorientation is coneerned, a 




