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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF SPORTS, IN THE 
MJNJSTR Y OF WORKS AND HOUSING 
AND IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PARLlAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI 
MALLIKARJUN) : (a) Doordarshan has 
no proposal to entrust production of films 
for it to any foreign television nelwork. 

(b), (c), (d) and (c). Do not arise. 
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SHRI MALLIKARJUN : We do not 
have any such proposals put forth by the 
American Television Network to produce 
films for Doordarshan. Between 1980-84, we 
have entrusted outside producers within 
our country with the work of producing 
some films pertaining to certain social 
themes and about 86 such proposals within 
India were accepted. So, there is no such 
thing like American-produced films. I do 
not go by what appears in the Press. 1 go 
by the facts and realities before the Govern-
ment. 

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY : You 
don't have any faith in the Press. 
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SHRIMATI KISHORI SINHA : I 
would like w know from the Minister 
whether Government iG considering any 
proposal for production of films. 1f so, has 
any Advisory Board been set up, as in the 
case of films on freedom struggle ? Has any 
cost estimate been prepared ? 

SHRI MALLIKARJUN : So far as 
films on freedom struggle and other things 
are concerned, we have got the Films 
Division. They give the themes. We en-
courage outside producers also to prepare 
films on such sociaJ themes, and even about 
freedom fighters. We are also going to 
have a film on the entire history of freedom 
movement and so on, so far as internaJ 
arrangements are concerned. 

So far as foreign TV network is concerned 

that we do not have any such proposal at 
the moment, has been mentioned. 

DR. VASANT KUMAR PANDIT: Is 
it not a fact that there is a total dearth o~ 
properly-equipped studios, sophisticated 
cameras etc. for shooting of TV films in 
India ; and, therefore, Government of 
India is considering a proposal to get these 
films done in foreign studios ? How many 
studios are there in India which are weJJ 
equipped, and have sophisticated machinery 
for shooting of TV fi.Jms ? 

SHRI MALLIKARJUN : Sofar as Films 
Division is concerned, we take up certain · 
documentary films. When we entrust the 
work to outside producers, it is up to them 
to decide upon the studio to which they 
will go, and how they will take advantage of 
the latest equipment available-and see with 
whom it is available. After the completion 
of the films, they will be taken by ..us to 
show on our Doordarshan etc. (Interrup-
tions) We have one Films Division studio 
in Bombay. (Interruptions) 

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAM\' : What 
do you have in that studio, that you can use 
it ? 

DR. VASANT KUMAR PANDIT: That 
studio is very well equipped. (/11terruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER : No cross-talks, pleas~. 

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY : The 
Minister has denied that there is a contract 
for the productilln of films, given to foreign 
networks, for our Doordarshan ; but it is a 
fact that films which are already produced 
there for their local use, are being screened 
on our TV : for jnstance 'Yes, Minister', 
'Lucy Show' etc. But I want to know 
whether Government has considered this : 
in order that these shows which have be-
come popular, reach the masses here, would 
they consider eitber requesting the suppliers 
or would they themselves dub them or 
consider having some sub-titles in Indian 
languages, e.g. in Hindi, to beain with 1 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Minister, before 
you answer that, I will ask you a questiDn : 
Are you prepared to have such a smart 
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Member of my Parliament to act in these 
films 'l 

DR. SUBRAMANlAM S\VAMY: Do 
you want me to leave this House, Sir ? 

THE MlNJSTER OF PARLIAMENTARY 
AFFAIRS, SPORTS AND WORKS AND 
HOUSING (SHRI DUTA SINGH): This 
film should then be entitled, "No, Swamy ... 

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAM Y: Sant 
ki Jai. 

SHRI MALLIKARHJN : Sof:1r as 
screening of foreign film~; is concerned, it is 
obvious that what you have seen, and what 
everybody is seeing, is good. llu1 sofar as 
prOl!uction is concerned, th:Jt ;s entirely a 
:-cparatc thing. 

MR. SPEAKER : What abou~ sub-
tithng l 

DR. SUBRAMAN!AM SWAMY: What 
<.ibout sub-titling or dubbing in Hindi ? 

SHRI MALLIKAlUUN : If the screen-
ing committee feels that they can be done 
in local languages, and if there is a studio, 
tt can be done first in Hindi. But we have 
to take the concurrence of the producers 
outside, because rt is oniy f<.lr h::lecasting 
once, that a tllm is being purchased. If we 
have to dub it, we have to take permission 
from the producers. Unless and until they 
agree to it, we do not have auy right tu duD 
the film here. 

DR. SUBRAMAN1AM SWAMY : Ti1cy 
do It in other t.:ountrics of the wor!J. 

MR. SPEAKER : Just consider it. 

Breakthrough in concept and wctllodo-
logy of coal carbonisation 

*970. SHRI A.K. ROY : Will the 
lviinist<..:r o1 ENERGY oe pleast:d 10 state : 

(a) whcthe1 his attcn\)on h<l:O. been drawn 
~li llle ucws item published m 'Economic 
Times', Calculla edition of 29 January, 
19~4 and N\!w Delhi edition or 31 January, 
198·i under tbe caption "Breakthrough lD 

Coke Technology" ~ anu 

(b) if so, the facts about the breakthrough 
achieved in concept and methodology of 
coal carbonisation and Government's 
reaction thereto 1 

THE r-v~JNISTER OF STATE IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF COAL IN THE 
MTNJSTR Y OF ENERGY (SHRJ DALBIR 
SINGH) : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The reported breakthrough in coke 
technology, as cia irned by the three-men 
team of fuel and mining engineers, has not 
yet been established. They have been 
advised that a full scale trial should be 
carried out in the coke ovens of Durgapur 
Steel PIJnt or any other Steel Plant using 
the so t:allcd new technology under the 
supervision of tecbnic.:al ofilcers of Coal 
lndia Limited/Central Mine Pl:.tnning and 
Design Institute Limir.cd to enable ::amples 
of coke to b·.: drawn for tes•ing of necessary 
parameters. 

SHRI A.!\.. ROY : Breakthrough in 
converting non-cok[Pg co<tl :nto l:oking coal 
is a very important news for the country 
like Indw, even more important than our 
boys in the sp:1ct.: or our journey to 
Antarctica ; and the Ministry has not done 
justice to such an important report. We 
have got fairly a large quantity of non-
coking coal l<isting for more than JOO years, 
but our coking t.:oa\ reserve is less, hardly to 
last for 30-40 years and that too of not good 
variety, and h:gh ash content which have 
compelled us to import coking coal for the 
steel factory at the cost of Rs. 1000 per 
tonne ; and we have already imported more 
than million tonnes. A report has come 
and it has appeared fir~t in Urja February 
19~4. Economic Tunes February 9, February 
H., Apnl 2nd, Cupital February 6-19, .IJaj 
(Hindi paper) January 22, New Sketch 
Ft!l.H uary 20 that not one or two tonnes but 
-+400 wnnes 01. non-coking coal has been 
COnverted in10 coking coal ; and WaS 

observ~d by tbc SAIL representative, 
MECON ~ and this experiment bas been 
conducled by one of your ex-mmmg 
engineers and Lhairm<•n of CMPDIL that 
is they are persons •)f some credibility. Even 
after that, on what ba~is are you sayjng 
that this technology has not been esta-
blished 'l Have your experts studieu it, 
verified it 1 Tbe House should be siven io 




