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e OIS
870, SHRY DURGA CHAND: Wil

tie Minister of INDUSTRY. i, ploased
1o sabe:

(a) what is the progress m:de
under tie export oriented handloom
project spemsored by the Central Gov-
ernment in each district of Himachal
Pradesh;

(b) what is the number of weavers
inducted so far under the scheme in
each digtrict of Himachal Pradesh;
and

(c) whether any training has been
imparted to the weavers under the
project on various aspects of the hand-
loom industry?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY
(SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES): ()
to (¢). The Government of India had
sanctioned an Export Oriented-cum-
Intensive Handloom Development
Project for the State of Himachal
Pradesh with u total financial outlay
of Rs. 66 lacs to cover 1000 loomt
over a period of five years. A sum of
Rs 10 lacs was paid to the State Gov-
ernment ug Initial release during
1978-77 for the implementation of this
project. The Project commenced
functioning in March, 1877. The Pro-
Ject covers seven districts of Hima-
chal Pradesh. By January, 1878,
Training centre at Simia had
started functioning. Out of g total of
one thousand looms, 1850 Jooms have
been modernised. The Design Deve-
lopmént Centre at Bimla produced 28
designs by January, 1898. Action has
also been initiated for setting up of
a Dye-cum-Finishing Plant at Bilaspur
through the Himachal Pradesh P.W.D,
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SHRI VASANT SATHE: s it con-
cerned with marketing?

SHR] GEORGE FERNANDES: I
is concerned with marketing and the
develppment of the entire project over
a period of five years, for which
Rs. 68 lakhs hag been allotted.
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SHRI VASANT SATHE: I would
like to know from the hon. Minister
whether it hag been found that the
25 designg of hundlooms which have
been made by this Institute in Hima-
chal Pradesh could be usefully utilised
throughout the country for modernis-
ing the handlooms. Instead of com-
pletely eliminating the handlooms
from the power looms, if you could
modernise them with the help of these
designs, 1t would help a great deal
the whole handloom industry in the
country, Therefore, may 1 know
whether any such pilot experiment has
been maae and whether such un
attempt is being made to have g plan
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for modernising the handlooms of the
country with improved technological
and mechanical devices.

1 would also jike to know, while
talking of exports through the export
corporation, whether you have an
ussured market or a market survey
has been made. I am told that hand-
loom goods are becoming quite
popular abroad, 8o, I would like to
know whether even for this corpora-
tion there is already an assured
market gbroad and whether that Ras
been studied.

SHR!I GEORGE FERNANDES: So
far as the designs are concerned, our
problem is not really of design. The
National Institute of Designs, Ahme-
dabad, is engaged in going in for a
large number of designs, and each
State has its own unique designs
which institutes and organisations
connected with handlooms keep on
improving upon. Most certainly the
designg developed in thig Institute
can be useq elsewhere if they are
found useful by other States which
are also concerned with the produc-
tion of handlooms, through their cor-
porations.

Regarding marketing, it js true that
there is a very lurge market for our
handloom textiles abroad, but then
all exports are governed by a number
of tariffs and other restrictions which
the importing countries invariably
lay down. In fact, in our textile
exports we have been facing this
restriction in the last one year parti-
cularly. But there is no problem jn
finding the market for the handloams
both inside the country and outside.
In fact, in the course of the next five
years our efforts are to increase the
handloom production in the country
from 2500 million metres which was
the production in the current year, to
about 3700 million metres in five
years from today. We shall try to
achieve this target.
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SHRI VAYALAR RAVI' Hand-
looms i the largest tndustry in the
rural gector Evepn m Kerala, Tamul
Nadu, Karnataka and many other
Places, there 18 acute ghortage of yarn
and the price of the yarn is double
The Minister has now made a welcome
statement that the production of
handlooms will go up from 2500
milhon metres to 3700 mullion metres.
But I want to know, what were the
concrete steps that you have taken
to achieve thiz terget? The poor
handloom weavers are at present
Tacing the crisis of scarcity of yarn and
increaged price of the yarn 'The yarn
is coming from the powerloom sector.
This iz a very serioug problem.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES:
Thig point was raised earlier also und
I had made a statement at that time.
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Subwequently we have made engui-
vies also. But there is no sgpeeific
complaint about the excessive price
of yarn. There are some seRsonal
fluctuations that take place but basides
that, there is no camplaint. If any
specific complaint is brought to our
notice, we shall see that effective
steps are taken so that the yam
reaches all those areas
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MR SPEAKER It does not arwse.

SHRI N SREEKANTA NAIR' The
name of our handloom products 18
being tarnished by powerloom

MR SPEAKER That question
does not anse
SHRI S R DAMANI What are

the specific qualiies which are re-
served for production in handioom
sector?

MR SPEAKER That does not
arise.

Power Shedding by D.ES.U.
*891, SHRI YASHWANT BOROLE:

Will the Minister of ENERGY be
pleased to state:





