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SliRl SARAT KAR: The question 

was related to the opening of Ayur­
vedic or Homoeopathic Hospital. But 
the Minister said that Allopathic hos-̂  
pitals are in the proposal stage. It 
seems that those who are nearer the 
Church are farther from the God. 
Shahadara is going to have a big hos­
pital. So, it is advisable to have Ayur­
vedic or Homoeopathic dispensaries in 
the rural areas. May I know from the 
Minister whether they will propose to 
nave an Ayurvedic and Homoeopathic 
Hospital which will help the poor peo  ̂
pie because the Allopathic hospital is 
still in the proposal stage?
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MR. SPEAKER; The question does 
not arise.

Increasing; Strength at Dlegp Garcia

-f"
*453. DR. 9ALDEV PBIAKASH : 

SHRI MADHAVRAO 
SCINDIA:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whethei' the reported news item 
that U.S.A. has increased its military 
strength at Diego Garcia has come to 
the notice of Government;

(b) whether 10,000 strong combatant 
troops with latest weapons have been 
garrisoned on the island; and

(c) whether Government have 
taken any action in the matter?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI SAMARENDRA KUNDU): (a) 
Yes, Sir.

(b) The Government does not have 
any information to confirm the report.

(c) It IS the Government’s policy 
that all foreign military bases in the 
Indian Ocean, including xne base at 
Diego Garcia, should be eliminated. 
Tlie Government is continually striv  ̂
ing to achieve this end, both through 
] ilateral and multilateral diplomacy.
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Whether Government have taken any 
action in the matter?

^  ?rrf̂  i  >v

“It is the Government’s policy that 
all foreign military bases in the 
Indian Ocean, includil^ the base at 
Diego Garcia, should be eliminated. 
The Government is continually striv- 
ing to achieve this end, both throu^ 
bilateral and multilateral diplo­
macy.**
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DR. BALDEV PRAKASH: Mr. Spea-
ker, Sir, he has replied that Gov,~rn,
ment is continually striving to ac.iicvo
this end both through bilateral and
multilateral diplcn.acy. I want to ~,,;:
a very specific question whether aHtl
this reported news item Government
Of India has taken bilateral action with
the USA Government or any multila-
teral action calling a meeting of all
the countries concerned, who are aftcc ,
tcd by Diego Garcia. Have these two
specific actions been taken by the
Government because now, in the lJS
Budget there is a specific proposal to
strengtne-, the base and it is a fact that
they have strengthened the base, mili ,
tary has been added with the most
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modern weapons? I want to know
whether any specific bilateral action,
any meeting Or letters or protest note,
has been taken or any multilateral
action has been taken.

SHRI SAMAREND~A KUNDU: As
I said, this is a continuing procer s.

MR. SPEAKER: The question is ;:0t
of continuing process. He is specifi-
cally asking the question: Have you
taken any bilateral or multilateral
action after the report?

SHRr SAMARENDRA KUNDU:
When President Carter came here, Vi':

had taken up.

DR. BALDEV PRAKASH: A fL.-
that. this news item has como.

SHRI SAMARENDRA KUNDU:
That is what I said. These sort of
flews items are being publishing from
time to time. The news item , .. which
the hon, Member rerers, as I said, is
about the position of about 10,000 com-
batants. We checken up and our In-
formatio-, is that it is not true. But on
this matter, we are 111 touch. When-
ever information ctJlIles, we get in
tuch with the USSR, the USA and other
countties. Regardin ; the other mat-
ter--to keep this area completely as a
zone of peace-We arc committed to
the United Nations Resolution and we
do our best to see that the Indi: '1

Ocean is kept as a zone of peace.

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL-
DER: I want to know, when our
Prime Minister visited USA last
time, whether he had a talk with
President Carter or USA Govern-
ment, protesting against the military
j nstallation in Diego Garcia and I
want to know whether the hon.
Minister has any information that
Prime Minister had a talk with
President Carter in this regard.
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SHRI SAMARENDRA KUNDU:
When the Prime Minister visited
USA this matter was taken up with
P: csident Carter and we have con- 
vcyed our deep concern about the
presence of military bases in Diego
Garcia and Indian Ocean and as the
hon. Member says, they have assur­
ed us that they are trying to freeze
the situation.

SHRI MANORANJAN BHAKTA:
I want to draw the attention of the
hon. Minister to a very important
issae, because as you know, the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, which
is the bay island and as reported by
some of the Bengali papers and
also. . . .

MR. SPEAKER: You are going
fr m Diego Garcia to the Andamans.

SHRI MANORANJAN BHAKTA:
I am coming to that point. Some
s o r t  of signalling is frequently being
rt eived by some vessels and it is
being received by some naval autho- 
r:'ties, etc. In view of the fact that
the present question about Diego
Giiicia very much involves the in­
terest o f  our nation, I want to know
whether the Government is aware
c f  that and I want the hon. Minister
to say categorically whether there is 
any link between Diego Garcia and
the bay islands and whether some
S o r t  of spying activities are going on.

SHRI SAMARENDRA KUNDU:
About the specific question as to
whether there are spying activities
going on, it can be presumed that
when the presence of some sort of
base is there and military presence
is there, each country would be
trying to find out information about
other countries. This can be easily
presumed. As I said, we are very
much alert and alive to the situa­
tion.

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
In the course of his replies, he has
made a statement. I would request

him either to confirm it or correct
it if it is wrong. He said that the
Prime Minister had taken up the
matter with the US President and
that we expressed our concern. That
is alright. But he has also told—
I heard him say so— t̂hat they assur­
ed us to freeze the military bases.
Is it right? If it is so, I would say,
it is an achievement. Did he malte
this statement seriously or was it a
mistake?

SHRI SAMARENDRA KUNDU:
I know what is in the mind of Mr.
Chavan. The position is this. Ear­
lier Mr. Carter had mentioned that
they wanted to demilitarise. But
of late, we find that their decision
is that they want to freeze the posi­
tion.

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
At what level?

SHRI SAMARENDRA KUNDU:
At the level of construction, which
perhaps, what they were asked to
construct in 1975.

{Interruptions)*^

MR. SPEAKER; Don’t record.

Primequine Drug for Malaria Proved
Fatal

+
♦454. SHRI MOHINDER SINGH

SAYIAN WALA:
SHRI D. D. DESAI;

Will the Minister of HEALTH
AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleM- 
ed to state:

(a) whether it has been clinically
tested and proved that ‘primequiM* a 
drug for malaria has been in
most of the cases and in other oases
it has shown serious side effects;

(b) if so, whether its prcscrfption
and administration is being given
second thoughts; and

(c) if not, Government’s reaction in
the matter?

♦♦Not recorded.




