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Irrigation Potential in States

*457. PROF. P. G. MAVALANKAR:
Wil the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to
state:

(a) whether 1t is a fact that some
States of the Union have 1mmense
irrigation potential but it 13 not being
adequately exploited and used;

(b) if so, whether Central Govern-
ment propose to help augment the
irrigation facilities in such States,

(c) i# so, how and when; and
(d) it not, why not?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI SURJIT
SINGH BARNALA): (a) The total
jrrigation potential in the country ia
at present assessed as 107 mha, This,
however, ig likely to increase with the
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advancement of technology economi-
cal use of water anq possibilities of
diversion of water from areag huving
surplug to deficit areas. The irriga-
tion potiential likely to be created by
the end of 1977-78 is 54 m. ha. which
iz 50 per cent of the ultimate. The
leve] of exploitation and jts utilisa-
tion, however, varies from State to
State.

(b) to (d). Irrigation is a State sub-
ject and irrigation projects are plann-
ed, formulated and implemented by
the State Governments. The Central
assistance ig in the form of block
loans/grants which is not related to
any sector of development or scheme.

It 18 envisaged that most of the
balance irrigation potential would be
created during the next 15 years. The
next Five Year Plap (1978—83) en-
visages creation of additional irrigm-
tion potential of 17 m. ha. Thig will be
mainly in the States where there is
large scope for further development
of irngation potential.
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Wheat Farming in Andhra Pradesk

*464, SHRI G. S. REDDI: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether wheat farming is Leing
popularised in Andhra Pradesh;

(b) it so, with what result; and

(¢) whether any rice or millet grow-
ing area has been diverted to wheat
growing?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI
SURJET SINGH BARNALA): (a)
Yes, Sir, Though wheat i3 not an

important crop in Andhra Pradesh, it

is getting popular year by year.

(b) The grea under wheat in t{he
State has increased from 13,800 hec-
tareg in 1967-68 to 26,300 hectares in
1975-76. STmilarly, the production of
wheat has Increaged from 2,700 ton-
nes to 21,500 tonnes during the same
period. However, both area and pro-
duction of wheat in the Stafe declined
to 23,800 hectares and 14,600 tonnes
respectively, during 1976-77, owing to
unfavourable weather conditions.

(c) The increase in wheat area in
Andhra Pradesh i mostly due to in-
crease in gross cropped area.

Loni Road Residentia]l Scheme, Delh#

*465. SHRI KISHORE LAL. Wil
the Minister of WORKS AND HOUS-
ING AND SUPPLY AND REHABILI-
TATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that during
the period of Emergency land under
Lonl Road Residential Scheme of Delhi
Development Authority was neither
acquired by Delhi Administration nor
handed over to DDA;
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