
Oral A n sw ers  P H A L G U N A  9, 1899 (,S A K A ) Oral A iu w erft  l o

f5T9nT i
^  vfVCTTf^CT stttt !FT ^
^  ?rnT ^  ?rr, rft
^SF ?TTff: »lTt^ 5T>ff 5TT iJ^rT ^ T ffT  
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On shore and off shore exploration  ia 
Tam il Nadu

•103. SH R I R A G  A  V  A L U  
I M O H A N A R A N G A M :

SH RI K . M A Y A T H E V A R :

W ill the M inister o f  PETROLEUM , 
A N D  CH EM ICALS AN D  F E R T IL I
ZERS be pleased to  state:

(a ) the precise efforts m ade during 
the last three years fo r  exploration  
and drilling fo r  oil, both  on shore and 
o lf shore in Tam il Nadu:

(b ) the nature o f  exploration  and 
drilling  w ork  carried out at the m o
m ent, the agency involved  and tke 
am ount spent; and

(c ) the projected  plans o f operation 
during the next tw o years and the 
sites selected for  the purpose?

THE M INISTER OF PETROLEUM  
A N D  CH EM ICALS A N D  FE R TILI
ZERS (SH R I H. N. B A H U G U N A ): 
(a ) to ( c ) .  A  statement is placed on 
the Table o f  the Sabha.

Statement

(a ) and (b ) .  ONGC has conducted 
intensive geological and geophysical 
surveys in the Cauvery basin in Tam il 
Nadu and Pondicherry during the last 
three years fo r  this purpose, tw o  geolo_ 
gical parties, one shallow  drilling party, 
three seism ic parties and one gravity- 
m agnetic party w ere actively deployed 
in Tam il Nadu. Three deep wells have 
also been drilled in this area during 
this period.

A t present ONGC is continuing geolo
gical and geophysical surveys on  on 
shore and off shore areas o f  Tam il 
Nadu and Pondicherry.
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A  contract w as awarded to Asam era 
G roup o i O il Com panies in  1975 fo r  
the o ff shore exploration  o f the Cauvery 
basin. The contractors conducted g eo 
physical survey's on the basis o f which 
they driled one off shore w ell in the 
G u lf o f  M annar but this w e ll proved  
to be dry. U nder the contract, the 
contractors have time till Septem ber 

j‘ J978 to decide whether to opt for the 
next Phase o f the contract or to ter
m inate the contract.

ONGC has incurred an amount of 
Rs. 3.20 crores in the participation con
tract with Asam era G roup o f C om 
panies for the o ff shore exploration  of 
the Cauvery basin till the end of 
January, 1978. ONGC has also spent 
an am ount o f Rs. 2.83 crores including 
depreciation o f  Rs. 0.53 crores on sur
veys. both geologica l and geophysical, 
in the last three years ending 1976-77 
by field parties located at Madras who 
are engaged in such surveys in Tam il 
Nadu as well as Andhra Pradesh.

(c )  During the next two years 
ONGC proposes to undertake geophysi
cal works covering 300 line kms. by 
seism ic surveys and establishing 4,300 
gravity-m agnetic stations in the area.

SHRI R A G A V A LU  M O H AN ARAN - 
G A M : The problem  has been pending 
fo r  long. I am sorry to note that the 
hon. M inister has stated that the entire 
area is dry. By drilling only one well, 
how  can the entire area be declared 
to be dry?

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA: It i«
not true that the Governm ent or the 
ONGC or its agents have com e to the 
conclusion that the entire area is dry. 
W e have had 18 deep wells bored in 
the area on-shore and one off-shore, 
and we are still at tKe job. Finding 
oil is not something which is to order. 
We have to struggle with nature, and 
w e are continuing to struggle with it.

SHRI R A G A V A L U  MOHAN ARAN - 
G A M : W ould the Governm ent extend 
the  contract to the Asam era group to

dig som e m ore wells in the area so 
as to determ ine whether the area can 
yield oil or not?

SHRI H. N. BAH U GUN A: Messrs.
Asamera o f Canada have the option to 
extend or to refuse extension o f the 
work by the 30th September. 1978.

The Asam era Group have been asked 
to see if they could continue with the 
Job. They are saying that they are 
trying to find their financial support 
and if they do find it, they shall work, 
otherwise they may not. In any case, 
in the month o f Septem ber, the final 
picture will emerge. But we w ill not 
depend on Asam era only, we propose 
to go ahead with the job  our selves.

SHRI R. V E N K A TA R A M A N ; Oil 
exploration in this area has been going 
on for nearly 20 years sporadically 
and a few  years back it was reported 
that they struck som e marine em ul
sion and there were possibilities o f 
striking oil. W ill the M inister be 
pleased to state whether any encourag
ing results have been received so far 
in respect o f one of these explorations 
and if so, what steps are being taken 
thereof?

SHRI H. N. BAHU GUN A; The w ork 
has been there for the last 15 years 
and not 20. For 15 years we have been 
nibbling at the job , som etim es going 
ahead very vigorously. Now. as I 
said, we have had 18 exploratory deep 
wells drilled up there. Asam era has 
also done one. We did com e across 
som e emulsion o f oil and water at 
certain levels in the Karaikkal struc
ture. But the point is that there has 
not been any finding v/hich could ju s 
tify somthing o f an econom ic prop osi
tion there. Yet. the whole geological 
studies indicate that we should be able 
to strike oil som ewhere or the other 
and, therefore, the search continues.
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MR. SPEAK ER: He says, he w ill 
in form  you  in writing.

SHRI A. B A L A  PA JAN O R; The 
M inister has stated that for the past 
15 years they have been going on with 
the exploration  and 1 am happy to note 
that the centre is located at K araik- 
kal w hich is m y territory. But un
fortunately, they are shifting it to 
Andhra Pradesh. The M inister says 
that they w ill com e to the conclusion  
som e tim e in Septem ber but that office 
and exploration  centre have been shift
ed from  K araikkal to H ydeiabad or 
som e other place. Is he aware o f  this 
fact? I would like to know  the depth 
o f the drilling that is goin^: on because 
there is an opinion and also I have got 
som e expertise report bn this m atter 
that the rigs that are used in K araik- 
kal area and Cavery Basin w here they 
struck oil some tim e back, are very 
shallow  in com parison to that o f  Bom 
bay High and o f Assam  High. W e are 
in form ed that the rigs are o f a m ediocre 
standard and that is the reason why 
they are not able to strike oil. Is that 
a fact? or is there any bi-partisan 
attitude being applied by his M inistry 
in this m atter?

SHRI H. N. BAHUGTJNA: It is not
correct to W y that the rigs used jn 
this ex?erclse have been dealing with

•:lVv '

shallow  structures. For exam ple, in 
the Grulf o f  Mannar, w e have upto 
3778.3 m etres. In the K araikkal area, 
we have drilled 7 w ells and in 7 w ells 
w e have gone upto ranging from  about 
1700 to over 3000 metres. The point 
is that geologica l people te ll us to 
which structure and to which level we 
should go. It is not that we just go on  
digging the whole earth dow n below . 
In the K araikkal area, the num ber o f 
w ells drilled is 7 and 7 is not a sm all 
number. Each w ell costs approxim ately 
half-a-crore o f rupees i.e. 5 m illion 
rupees. The total num ber o f deep 
w eU /drilled  is 18. The num ber o f 
structural w ells driled is 10.

Now, it is true that we have shifted 
som e o f  the equipm ent to Andhra area. 
But it is not a question o f giving it 
up. W e have lim ited resources and 
we keep on m oving things from  one 
point to another. W e are waiting fo r  
the Asem era business to be settled.

T T s m r s T  v f b f v m ,  i 9 6  3  ^

* 10 4. jw ra  ^
W u, wVt vevrt *7̂

( t ) W  ^  % #WT5PT/finTm %

TTsnfTT^T vfE rfsnT R -, 1 9 6 3

snrtTT 1 9  7  6  *t f w r f

wrt qitTH- ^  | ;

( o ' )  j
f^r*r ^ f%irr | %
'rf'f+T ^  Ir q r ^ '
*rVT

(*r) rft f ^
^TT»>r t  ?rK  q r ^
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