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Production of Crude Of

*392. SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD
MATHUR: Will the Minister of PET-
ROLEUM AND CHEMICALS AND
FORTILIZERS be pleased to state:

“a) the monthly production of crude
¢* per month in the year 1976-7T:
E | ,

b) whether Government propose
10 do more on-shore and off-shore
operation to get self-sufficiency in
oil? et

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZ-
ERS (SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA): (a)
A statement giving the required in-
formation is laid on the Table of the
Sabha.

(b) While efforts to find additional
sources of oil, both on-shore and off-
shore gre being stepped up, it is not
possible to state when India would
become self-sufficient in petroleum.

Statement

Monthly Production of Crude Oil
during 1876-77

1976-77 ‘000’ Tonnes
April, 76 . . . . 708
May, 76 . . . . 731
June, 76 . . . . 702
July, 76 . . . . 6q5
August, 76 . . 705
September, 76 . . . 634
October, 76 . . . 728
November, 76 . . . 788
December, 76 . . . 816
January, 77 . . . 806
February, 77 . . . 788
March, 77 . . . 797

Total 1976-77 . . -—ﬁ
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MR. SPEAKER: Instead of ‘Sabha’

it is better to use the word ‘House'
because Rajya Sabha is there.
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TR w9 AW X EY 9% o N
Wrew graf?
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qraal & I9Aer e ¥ gea
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oot ofY el weqeft & Foreiy gw o
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SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: In regard to
both on.shore and off-shore drilhing,
the hon. Minister hag stated that he
has not visualised the future produc-
tion of oil so that we may become self-
sufficient in petroleum products. The
Bhandari Committee has gone into this
question and I would like to know
when it would submit itg report. Is
there any special consideration being
given by the Bhandari Committee in
order that it may explore the pos
bilities of increasing the production of
petroleum products in this country so
that we may become self-sufficient in
oil?

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA: Sir, since
I was answering the questions in
Hindi, obviously it looks now that X
have not fully been understood, for no
fault of Mr. Lakkappa, because obvi-
ously there is the language barrier. I
can assure him that I have never gaid
that we do not visualise....but some
day we will be self-reliant.
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SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: ‘Some day’
is more hypothetical. Tell us which
day?

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA: I memerly
said that at this stage it was not pos-
sible to say the date on which we shall
become self-reliant; that is my ans-
wer; not that we will not try to be
self-reliant. We will try our best to be
self reliant as early as vossible in
fuel and energy as a whole, So far
as the Bhandari Committee js concer-
nel, 1t is concerned with the deter-
muning of refining capacity as exist-
ing today and expanding it in terms
of our future projectiong and require-
ments and not with the search for oil
or finding oil. But I can assure the
hon. Member that the ONGC is aggres-
sively going forth both for one-shore
and off-shore exploration. You will be
happy to know that in this month we
have already a jack-up rig which will
be drilling in the west coast of Kerala
to find possibilities o fhydro carbon;
it will again go to Andamans and
Nicobar to locate hydro carbon area.
Onshore we are already having about
24 locations right now where our rigs
are working. We are going ahead
with an aggressive programme both
oushore and offshore to find oil  so
that we may become self-sufficient as
early as possible.

SHRI RAJ KR.SHNA DAWN: May
I know whether oil drilling projects
are not being worked properly? In
Golshi and Bokultala areas in  Dia-

nd Harbour area in West Bengal
they are not going upto the stipulated
depth. May I know from the hon.
Minister what the position is”

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA: It is true
that 1n West Bengal in the Diamond
Harbour area we had some trouble
when we reached a depth of 644 met-
res—breaking up of the casing ad
some technical difficulties. We have
overcome them wad we have again
started to go upto 6000 metres in Dia-
mond Harbour area. The  present
deadlock arose out of the reasons I
explained. 1 should like to assure
the hon. Member and the Hoéuse that
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we are doing our level best to ove:
come this difficulty and go ahead. West
Bengal is a prospective area from the
geologist's point of view.

SHRI VINODBHAI B. SHETH: The
price formula for the crude oil is
defective; it is based on tonnage. When
international price is rising don’t you
think that you are doing an injustice
by paying value on tonnage basis?

MR. SPEAKER: How does this arise*
out of this question? The price for.
mula does nol arise out of this ques-
tion.

Railway Freight Equalization Pglicy
for Steel and Coal

*393. SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR
DHARA: Will the Minister of RAIL-
WAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether only steel and coal
have freight equalisation in tha coun-
try unlike other commodities like
cotton, oil-seeds, etc.;

(b) is it a fact that due to the
natural resources of coal and iron-
ore in West Bengal and Bihar, these
two States suffer very heavy financial
loss due to this railway freight policy
of the Centre; and

(c) do the Government propose to
introduce freight equalisation system
throughout the country in respect of
other commoditics as it is in vogue
in case of steel and coal?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE): (a)
Railways do not have any system of
freight equalisation. Railway freight
for all commodities is charged accord-
ing to the distance carried.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.

SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR DHARA:
Will the hon. Minister lef the House
know who was the author of this
system to be introduced in India? From
Jharia to Calcutta it is only 200 km;
from Jharia to the furthest point in





