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SHRI C. N. VISVANATHAN: The
hon. Minister, in his reply, has men-
tioned about 12 States, but he has not
said .anything about Tamil Nadu and:
Pondicherry. 1 want to know from
the hon. Minister whether Tamil Nadu
and Pondicherry will be included and
what steps have been taken to imple-
ment the programme? What are the
reasons for leaving out Tamil Nadu.
and what is the
quantity they are going to supply to
them?

and Pondicherry

SHRI BHANU PRATAP SINGH:
We have written to the Chief Minis-
ters informing them about this new
scheme and inviting requests irom
them., We have made
only in respect of those States from

already been

allocations

which requests have

received. We will certainly wel-
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come any scheme from Tamil Nadu,
but, so far, none has been received,
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// DR KARAN SINGH: I think, the .

hon. Education Minister should ap-
preciate that a planetarium is some-
thing which is really very very im-
portant and it is extra-ordinary that
a capital city like ours does not have
its own planetarium. We have
Nehru Planetarium in Bombay and
there is one in Calcutta also. To have
observatories and to see the stars
through a telescope is a different mat-
ter. A planetarium is an absolutely
essential thing for education not only
of students but also of public. May
I, therefore, suggest for consideration
of the hon. Minister that if it is not
under the University Grants Commis-
sion, some other agency should be re-
quested to put up a planetarfum here
so that we can see the magnificent
spectacle of the Heavens as they have
been and as they will be in the future.

MR. SPEAKER: I think this is a
suggestion for action.

PROF, P G. MAVALANKAR: The

hon. Minister comes from Calcutta and
he would be aware that the Planetai-

- jum at Calcutta is one of the best in

the world. May I know frem the hon.
Minister, whether he would be good
enough to have this nroposal seriously
considered in- his Ministry, while he is
the Minister, because Delhi is not only
the capital city of India, but it is also
a good place for study and a cetral
place in the sense that a very large
number of people come here from all
parts of India and the World. A vari-
ety of students also come on study
tourist from other States I would
like to know what the hon. Minister
thinks about this.

Secondly, since it is connected with
astronomy and astrology, and a large
number of politicians are conncernea
with astrology—whether of this Govern_
ment or of the previous Government
—it would be helpful to them, too!



15 Oral Answers DECEMBER 5, 1977 Oral Answers 16
MR. SPEAKER: The seoond part is MR. SPEAKER:

more important. 268.

Question No.

DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN-
DER: As far as I know, the Planet-
arium in Calcutta has been constructed
through private munificence and some
well known industrial house has finan-
ced it and is looking after the manage-
ment. I do not know how the Bombay
Planetarium is coming up. Government
certainly would not have any objection
whatsoever if some private industri-
alist or some other body comes up for
putting up a Planetarium. In that
case, if such a proposal comes, I would
plead with my esteemed colleague
Shri Sikandar Bakht for commission-
ing of land.

SHRIMATI V. JEYLAKSHMI: Is it
a fact that many Planetoriums have
been set up in North India but only
one has been set up in Vijayawada
for the entire south, if so, will the
Minister consider establishing Plane-
toriums in all the State Capitals like
Hyderabad, Bangalore, Madras etc. so
that students and other people might
be educated in the fields of astrology
and astronomy?

DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN-
DER: There is no such proposal.

St gifermma frad o s
R R yAgA™ @ FT AR
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grar g ?

DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN-
DER: 1t is always a question of pri-
orities: I have not said that labora-
tories are not important....

-
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