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MR. SPEAKER: This quest ion seeks 
factual informa tion about th~ progress of 
tPcc hanised fa rming during the Th ird and 
Fourth Plans . 

SHRT B.S. BHAURA 
no mechani sed farm. 

They ha ve 

SHRI K. SURYANARAYANA : In 
the statement laid on the Tab le o n page 
3 they have given certain quan t ity to be 
imported in the yea r 1969-70, namely, 
1,24,000. Alr eady they have decided to 
import 35,000 tractors. One particul'lr 
brand among those, the GDR tractors, 
is being so ld through State Agro-
industries Corpo rat ions . T he State 
Agro industries Co rporation lws also 
put in several complaints to the 
G o~crnment of Indi a. Tl:e farmers 
who ha\ e purchased th se tractors 
a rc losing . TL e farmers have al so re-
prcse n ted to the G'ove rnmcn t. But the 
G ove rnment has not done anyth ing in 
the matter. What is the use of agr ic ul-
tura l development and mecha nisation 
with these defective tractors .. . 

MR . SPEAKER Wh at is your 
q ues tion ? 

SHRl K. SURYA NA RAYAl''A :My 
question is : Will the G overnment come 
to the rescue of the farmers who have 
purchased these trac tors for mcchan ised 
farming and refund the money for defec-
tive tractors wh ich were sold by the 
Government of India through the Slitte 
Agro-industries Corporat ion ? 

MR. SPEAKER : He- is rais ing the 
question of GDR tractors. 

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHJNDE 
There was a Ca ll Attention notice on 
this. 

Objectives of Food Policy and Deve-
lopment of Dairy Projects 

* I 154. SHRl INDER J. MALHOTRA: 
Will U1e Minister of AGRICULTURE be 
p leased to state : 

(a) th e main object ives of Food 
Po licy of Govern ment ; 

(b) whether improvement of quality of 
fo od in take and rem ova l of nut ri tio na l 
deficiencies form part of their Food 
Po licy; a nd 

(c) the measures adopted and plannd 
to develop dairy projects in the publi c, 
co-operative and priva te sectors? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AG RI CULTU R E (S HRl 
ANNASAHEB P. SHlNDE) : (a) to (c). 
A statemen t is laid o n the T a ble of the 
Sabha. 

S fA.TEMENT 

(a) The main objectives of Govern -
ment 's food po licy arc as follow-; : 

( i) To ensure that the producers get 
reasonabl e prices and conti nue to 
have adequate incentives for 
increasing product ion; 

( ii ) To ensure th a t consumet' prices 
a re stabili zed a nd in part icula r 
that the in terests o f the low income 
consumers are safeguarded ; and 

(iii) To build a buffer stock of food-
grai ns with a v iew to ensuring 
both the object ives men tioned a bove 
by s'! lling from t he buffer ~tock to 
meet sho rtages a nd l1igh prices and 
buying for the buffer st ock to 
support fa I ling prices. 
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The food and nutrition policy of 
the Government envisages a gradual 
improvement of quality of food intake 
and a progressive removal of nutritional 
deficiencies.

(c) Funds have been provided in the 
Fourth Five Year Plan for the setting up 
of new dairy projects as also for expansion 
and consolidation of the existing schemes 
in the public and cooperative sectors. 
Encouragement is given to the private 
sectoi to establish manufacturing units 
wherever feasible for the production of a 
wide tartge of milk products

SHRI INDER J. MALHOTRA : In 
answer to part (b) of the Question, it is 
stored :

“The food and nutrition policy 
of the Government envisages 
a gradual improvement of 
quality of food

May I know what is the process and 
what steps are being taken foi this gradual 
improvement in the quality ol food ’

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDfc : The 
hon. Member is a vciy knowledgeable 
person. Ultimately, the problems of food 
deficiencies can be solved by incieasing 
the purchasing powei of the poveity- 
stncken masses in our country... .

SHRI INDER J. MALHOrRA : My 
question is entirely different. It is 
based on the answer given in the state
ment. You say about gradual improvement 
of quality of food. 1 want to know what 
is the process involved and what steps 
Government have taken uptill now for 
achieving this gradual improvement.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE : I 
had not completed my reply. 1 was making 
a  broad proposition. Normally, food 
deficiencies can be overcome by increa
sing the purchasing power. But in the

meanwhile, the Government is also tryinj 
to educate the people, Thete « *  »He© 
of vans which go round to educate the 
people to improve the cooking system' 
because even cooking systems are defec
tive. Wc have also organised catering 
institutions in order to have moderr 
system of cooking. We are also trying to 
educate people about dietary habit' 
through various organisations. But these 
things have their own limitations and a 
limited impact.

SHRI INDER I. MALHOTRA ■ In 
answer to part (c), it has been 
mentioned that encouragement is given to 
the private secior I would like the hon 
Minister to specify what kind of 
encouragement, is given and up till now 
what has been done in this respcct.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P SHINDE : 
This relets to organisation of dairies. 
Where public sectoi da iries are 
functioning, wc are not encouraging the 
piivate sectoi to come in

SHRI INDt'R J. MALHOTRA You 
say here that encouragement is given to 
the private sectoi What tvpe of encourage
ment '* What has been done up till 
now

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE : 
Wheie there s no operation of public 
sector dairies, if somebody, even a private 
party, wants to set up a dairy unit in 
order that marketing facility is made 
available to the ptoducers, the Govern
ment gives licence 10 them.
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P SHINDE 
There is a Balahar project and the school 
children arc being provided with mid-day 
meals and the programme is being opera* 
ted in south India Then the Govern 
nvent of India is also thinking of expanding 
the programme As the hon Member 
is himself aware the Finance Minister 
himself has suggested some financial out 
lay for tdking up d large scheme of this 
natuie
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P SHINDE 
Credit is imdc available to the persons 
interested and this is looked aftci bv the 
State Governments cooperative oigmisu 
Uons, commercial banks and all that

SHRIMAU LAKSHMIKANTHA- 
MMA There was a scheme foi the supply 
of cows from Bombay Aaraj Milk tolon> 
and some other places and I le»rn that that 
scheme is suspended, where cows were dis 
tnbuted among the farmeis as well as the 
MPs for the development ol the dairy 
Why has the scheme been suspended , 
May 1 know whether the scheme will bo 
revived

SHRI ANNASAHFB P SHINDfc 
This can be consideied by the concerned 
State Government Naturallv, that is a 
State Governments scheme and we are 
prepared to give assistance even now The 
State Government says that they are not 
in a position to meet their own require

ments and if there is a surplus they are 
prepared to give it to the Centre and if 
that is done the same facilities given to 
MPs and others can continue

SHRI PARIPOORNANAND PAIN- 
ULI Ts it a fact that many of the dairy 
projects in cooperative sector are facing 
closure due to competition with private 
sector and if so, what steps do the Govern 
ment propose to take to save them *

SHRI ANNASAHFB P SHINDE It 
is not so everywhere State Governments 
aie taking steps m order that the interests 
of the public sector dairy projects are 
safeguarded

SHRI B S MURTHY What 
is the machinery available at Centres 
disposal md the noims formulated 
to see tint producers get adequ ite price 
and that the lowest income group of con
sumers also get adequate bt nefit

SHRI ANNASAHf B P SHINDC
State Governments look into it Naturally 
there cannot be uniform policy in the 
matter throughout the countrv But these 
points arc taken into consideration bv the 
local dairies and State Governments
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P SHINDE 
The problem of distributing milk to poorer 
sections is very important «wd a pro
gramme of providing nutiiiious iood is
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being worked ou t but the programme can 
only be a model one, because th e require-
ment is so vast and ultimately it is a 
ques t io n of i ncressi ng the standard of 
Ji v ing o f t he people. 

SHRI R. S. PAND EY : Both p rogra-
mmes should go togethe r. 

SHRT N. K. SINHA : Does the Mini s-
ter know tha t despite the educat iona l 
programmes wh ich he is indulging in, per 
capita consumption of milk in the country 
has gon•: down from five ounces to th ree 
o un ces ? 

SHRl ANNASAHEB P . SHIND E : 
Availabilit y of milk is increas ing; popu-
latio n is increasing, also. That marginal 
difre rence is there . But this is a po int 
which \\e a re tak ing into consideration. 

Percentage of Population Dependent 
on Land and Fall in per cabi ta 

avai lability of La nd 

*1157. SH RI N. K. SINHA : Will 
the Mini ster of AGRICULTURE be 
pleased to state : 

Census year Agricul tural worker s 
(in thousan ds) 

1961 131,048 

1971 126,012 
(Provis ional) 

Due to difrerence in the definitions of 
a "worker'' foll owed in the population 
Censuses of 1961 and 1971, th e above 
figures are not strictly comparable. For 
example housewives whose main activity 
is not agriculture a re in 1971 Census not 

(a) whether perce ntage o f population 
depending upon agricu ;ture' has consider-
ably increased during the Ja.st decade; 

(b) whether per rapita avai la bili ty of 
~ndhnsgonedown; and 

(c) if so, the reaction of Government 
thereto ? 

TH E MINISTER OF STATE JN T!IE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (S HRI 
ANNA SA H FB P . SHINDE): (a) to (c). 
A Statement is laid on t he Table of th~ 
Sabha. 

STATEMENT 

(a) In fo rm ation abou t population 
dependent on agriculture as such has not 
been collected under the popu lation Cen-
suses of 1961 and 1971. The fo llowing 
table, however, shows the number of agri -
cultural workers (i. e. cul t ivator s plus 
agri cultura l labourers), to tal number of 
workers, a nd the percentage of "agricultural 
workers" to " to tal workers" according to 
the 1961 Cen sus a.nd the provisional figures 
of 197 1 Census : 

Total worke rs Percentage of 
(in tho usands) agr icultural 

workers to toWI 
workers 

188,572 69.5 

183,605 68.6 

shown in the ca tegory of agricu ltural 
workers. As such, it is difficult to dra11 
conclusions fro m these figures. However. 
when the 1971 Census data arc fully pro-
cessed and a na lvsed, it may be possi ble to 

make some comparison between the 1961 
and 1971 figures. 




