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Damage to Foodgrains due to rodents

*5. SHRI DINEN BHATTACHAR-
YYA: Wil] the Minister of AGRI-
CULTURE AND IRRIGATION be
pleased to state whether the Govern-
ment are having any approximate as-
sessment of damage to foodgrains
annually caused by the rodents?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI ANNA-
SAHEB P. SHINDE):

No precise or reliable assessment of
damage caused by rodents is available
on an all-India basis. A Committee on
Post-harvest Losses of Foodgraing had
in 1967 estimated that rodents caused
@ loss of about 2.5 per cent in storage.

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA:
Since the Committee’s report came in
1867 and we are in 1876, has any fur-
ther assessment beean done in between
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a8 to the loss of foodgraing stored In
warshouses?

. SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:

Studies have been carried out but

not specifically with regard to loss in

storage, For instance, in a study under

a co~ordinated scheme by the ICAR,

damage by rats to crops of barley,

wheat, paddy, groundnut, maize and
jowar ranges from 2.5 to 11.8 per cent.

Another study was a pilot survey or~

ganised by the Institute of Agricultu-
ral Research Statistics which estimateg
the damage caused by rodents to pad-

dy crop as ranging from 1.6 to 4.2 per

cent State Government are also corry-
ing out certain studies. But there is

a jot of variation in the findings

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA:
Before storage in warehouses, what is
the percentage of loss due to insects
when the crops are in the ficid?

SHRI ANNASAHER P, SHINDE:
The question was about damage caus-
ed by rodents. I geek your protection.
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SHR] ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
There are certain rodenticides. One is
zine phosphide, another is aluminium
Phosgphide . ’f’hene are anti-coagul-
ants. These are easily gvailable to far-
mers all over the country through
State Government and even private
agencies.

SHRI AMARNATH VIDYALAN-
KAR: Have any attempts been made
to assess the rodent population? Is it
increasing or decreasing?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P, SHINDE: It
ig difficult to made g precise estimate
of the rodent population. At one time
some estimate was made but I do not
know how far it is correct, it was esti-
mated that the ratio of rodent popula-
tion to human population was 86:1;
that is to say, six times the human po-
pulation. Dr. Parpia estimated the
rodent population at 5,000 million but
I do not know how far it is correct or
not,

Vegetable protein Projects

*6. SHRI N. K. SANGHI: Will the

AGRICULTURE AND
W}T be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is an urgent need

to augment the sources of vegetable
protein for the masses in the country.

(b) wheher F.A.O, has been assist-
ing nations in this regard;

(¢c) if go, the number of F.A.O. has
assisted projects that are functioning
in India and alao those run by Gove-
ernment and to what extent the needs
are being met; and

(d) what plans have been drawn up
for increasing these gources of protein
during the next three years?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OP AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION (SHR!I ANNASAHEB
P. SHINDE): (a) to (d). A statement
ia placed on the Table of the Sabha,
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Statement

(&) Vegetable protein is mainly
derived from cereals, legumes and
vilseeds, It the protein available from
these and other sources is effectively
derived, evenly distributed and utilised
the present production in the country
should be sufficient to meet the overall
needs of the people.

(b) to (d). There is no specific pro-
ject in operation with FAQ assistance
for augmenting sources of vegetable
proteins. Governmtnt have, however,
taken steps to increase the production
of cereals and pulses in the country
through introduction of better sgeeds
and improved agricultural practices,
as these form the main source of vege.
table protein for the people. Gov-
ernment 1n the Department of Food
have also taken up steps to increase
consumption of non-traditional sources
of protein like groundnut and soya-
bean meal in order to supplement the
protein availability from cereals and
and pulses

SHR] N. K. SANGHI: Protein ave-
rage being very low in our country
and soyabean being one of the greatest
pretein yielding vegetables, what
steps have the government taken to
see that soyabean that is lying 1 stock’
with them ig being sold out to people?
What js the position about state Gov-
ernment stocks? There are reportis
that soyabean is not being scld out at
all. What is being done to popularise
this particular exotic, highyielding
variety of protein which is a vegetable
protein?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
Soyabean production programmes
and research are coming up; there has
been some progress in UJP, and
M.P. in regard to that. I should like to
inform the House that the genera] pro-
tein availability jn the country, ac-
cording to ‘export report is not less
than our requirement; but it is not
equally distributed. That js why a
large section of society, vparticularly
with low purchasing power are not
getting adequate protein, especially





