LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA

Thursday, November, 19, 1970/ Kartika 28, 1892
(Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the Clock.

[ MR. SPEAEER in the Chair ]

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Role of Zoos in Ed ional, G
and Preservative aspects of Wild Life

*211. SHRI K. P. SINGH DEO : Will the
Minister of FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government have mad=s any
assessment regarding the role of zoos in the
educational, conservational and preservative
aspects towards wild life;

(b) if so, the result thereof; and

(c) whether such a study has been made
in any other country and, if so.the name of
the country and the result of the study
made ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB
SHINDE) : (a) Government is fully aware
of the important educational, recreational
and othervalues of the Zoos and Zoological
gardens but no formal study or assessment of
such values has been made.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) This Government has no such infor-
mation.

SHRI K. P. SINGH DEO : As a result of
the growing human population and destruc-

tion of the habitats of wild life in this country
and outside due to industrialisation and
expansion and epidemics and other reasons,
many species of rare and other animals have
been wiped out from the face of the earth,
many are on the verge of extinction, others
are threatened and few are safe. With this
background, last year the International Union
for Conservation of Nature and Natural
Resources held their annual conference here
in Delhi itself. And as a pre-conference
study, for a week the role of Zoos was discus-
sed at the FRI, Dehra Dun where even our
Indian specialists took part, and it is really a
pity that although the Government realised...

MR. SPEAKER : No speech please. Please
ask your question.

SHRI K. P. SINGH DEO :Iam asking
the question, Sir.

Although the Government realised the
importance and role of zoos in the educatio-
nal and other aspects and although the Con-
ference of IUCN & NR was held here where
papers were read and full reports were sub-
mitted to the Government, the Government
have not come forward with any conCrete
proposal for the active participation of zoos
in educational aspects as well as for creating
breeding centres and studies for research and
studies in the various zoos in India.

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: It is not
correct that Government is not taking any
action in this regard. But it is also true that
asa result of growing human population,
and denudation of our forests, some of our
rare species of animals, birds, etc. are getting
scarce. This is a phenomenon practically all
over the world where population is increasing
fast and land-man ratio is adverse. In our
country we have some of the best sanctuaries.
We are trying our level best to see that some
of the species of wild life are preserved.
Some of the other suggestions made by the
Hon. Member can always be considered.
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SHRI K.P. SINGH DEO : The Expert
Committee on National Sanctuaries of the
Indian Board for Wild Life have submitted
a report sometime in August. The Minister
must have participated in the session of the
Indian Wild Life Board meeting held last
month. The Expert Committee has come out
with some of the difficulties like want of
funds as the crux of the matter and they
wanted to know why the role of the zoos and
all these aspects cannot be gone into. Second-
ly, the planning of zoos in India is in such
a situation that there is no coordination and
no dissemination of information and there is
no communication between any of the Zoos
in India, For example, the Madras Zoo and
some other zoos are very near the Railway
lines and the dust and smoke and other
things are inhibiting the growth and propaga-
tion of the animals which are the last vestiges
of wild life in this country. Therefore, may I
know, what steps are the Government going
1o take for giving adequate funds for the
development of zoos from this point of view
and also from the point of view as expressed
by the Expert Committee on Indian Board
for Wild Life, because in the Fourth Plan....

MR. SPEAKER :Kindly put it as a
question. Do not make long speech.

SHRI K. P. SINGH DEO: 1 am putting
a question. In the Fourth Plan there is no
mention about the development of this parti-
cular aspect. Government says that they are
serious about conservation and preservation
of wild life. So, I want to have a categorical
answer from the Minister on this point.

MR. SPEAKER :Don't make long speech
along with the question.

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : The
Board of Wild Life itself was constituted by
my own Ministry and we attach the greatest
importance to their recommendations. We
have good experts who are Members of the
Indian Board of Wild Life. We are trying
our level best to make rosources available. If
there are some difficulties like the Madras
Zoo and other Zoos being near the Railway
lines, that has been due to historical reasons.
But I would point this out that the Zoos are
not under one common management. They
are under State managements, sOome with
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their Educational Departments, etc. We arc
trying our level best to have some coordina-
tion in this regard.

SHRI RANGA : May I know whether
Government are aware of the fact that the
condition of the Calcutta Zoo has been
deteriorating for some time ? The young
people, students and others who are going
there do not find it interesting at all.

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : There are
some difficulties in the Calcutta Zoo. But the
Hon. Member should appreciate that it is
not directly managed by the Government of
India. We shall draw the attention of the
West Bengal Government to this aspect.

SHRI INDER J. MALHOTRA : May 1
know this, whether for the better preservation
of wild life and improvement of the various
zoos all over the country, there is any
proposal under the consideration of the
Government to transfer this Department to
the Ministry of Tourism and Civil Aviation,
from the Tourists’ point of view ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : No, Sir.

SHRI S. KUNDU : I want to know from
the hon. Minister whether on the basis of a
national plan, the Ministry has formulated
any programmes to ‘have z0o in each small
and medium town, to provide recreational
facilities for the children.

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: It is a
very expensive proposition. It would be very
good for recreational purposes and for provid-
ing entertainment and education to children,
if we can provide it in smaller places. But it
is an expensive proposition. The State
Governments will find it very difficult to
provide such facilities in smaller towns.

! wEATHI® TR wsT@ ARIRE,
feselt ®1 ot g &, 48 dcw aaieE &
afiqg ¢ ot ag F1H F® gfear ¥ §,
ofrar § wrag g YA & 1 &7 F A
wElg § qrAaT wngar g fF gEel @
saRr adfeea aard & fog, @@ aie &
Iu% o+aT ag qga AT g A FE AL
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qATA FTIAT I & G & fAw A
ITE FIA FT FIT TET F QU8 1S A1
gfacet & 9% ar & fag & s@w
iz 81 ? AT 3ge fau aere faamr
%e fagar dar foeelt o &1 2 @ 3 forw
¥ 7g 9 &1 39T q4 J17 ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : We are
doing gverything possible to develop the
Delhi zoo, and jt may be of interest to the
hon. Member that some of the international
experts who have visited the zoo have actually
certified that this is one of the very fine
zoos in the world. 1do not think that the
development activities will suffer for lack of
funds. We would make the necessary resources
available.......

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : What is
he doing at present ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : The steps
being taken are : collection of animals, deve-
lopment of lands, making necessary provi-
sions for providing the necessary habitat,
providing necessary facilities to the visiting
tourists and children etc. There are annual as
well as Five Year Plans for development of
the zoo.

SHRI PILOO MODY : 1 believe that a
question was asked earlier about the breeding
of these animals in the Zoos, and the hon.
Minister replied to the effect that something
was being done about it. We would like to
know more specifically what steps he has
taken to ansure that those breeds which are
facing extinction do not disappear. I would
like to add that the cheetah and the black
buck have been all but extinct in India but
are today flourishing in the United States.
Therefore, 1 would like to know more
specifically what steps have been taken, and
whether the hon. Minister is prepared to
provide the necessary finances to the varicus
Zo0s in the country.

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : As far
as the rave animals are concerned, we are
trying to have breeding if the couples are
there. As for the funds, the State Govern-
ments will have to provide the necessary
finances. As far as the Delhi zoo is concer-
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ned, we are making the necessary funds
available for the development of the zoo.

SHRI PILOO MODY : There isa com-
plaint from Delhi that the moneys that have
already been allotted for the purpose are not
being sanctioned by the Finance Ministry.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : We
have also received such complaints.

=it Toete fag : eFT Agiew, g
MT-Frez S w1 avar faar 1 agl &3
qg A F A F oA 3@ Ceagt
R H @ f5 Fgads frem & wveew
ZrEnd &, Igada frem A arses a1Ew
L A gy dfw @ 1§
aFFt aewa fafreer age § qeT
=gt & g FgaQh arges a1gw F afow
Y A F faw Fav gFF qrg
TN AT qvE A eHIw e

MR. SPEAKER : The main question
relates only to 2zoos and not to national
parks.

=it Torenix fag : sNFT arge, faeat
T & 99% wiem § 3w Al §
To€ A g IIgeT AVGF A@ I B,
Famw yFgm fE oo gz agi v A
g oA gafag & fafwee aga &
srAaT g fF M wIwE F g o
[ A AEE-IE A WA N A T
qT5eT ATSE I SigwA 3 & faw am
TER S qERE T E? gk g A
g 347 &, AT A4Y & &) #av o919 34 fya-
fodr & go @raw ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: There
are schemes for protecting the rare species in
the zoos and in the sanctuaries, and we are
attending to the problem of the Gir ljons.

MR. SPEAKER : There are many new
rare species coming up now.

=t wgrew fag wiwdt e
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we, 3w F m fafeared da &
s #t afer g @ g A fewd
W 21 o a3 fas wed & e #
a8, @ FAT G 9 a1 9% a0
Fait fs e fowmr v feaml &
fe T qar d, IERH Y @& gar W W
9T &< 7 fRar ovg, ar @ WA F S
JNT IEHI AT F A1 Ifeow feqde
a1 aq feat fearddez 1 @lg fad sd
FAT AL 5@ gara 9% Foame w30 2

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : Funds

are provided out of general revenue.

SHRI PILOO MODY : Out of the 19
white tigers in our zoos, 13 are in the Delhi
z0o. Such a concentration in one place is
undesirable in as much as if an epidemic
breaks out or something happens, it will
seriously endanger the entire species. There-
fore, something should be done to disperse
them in some fashion "or other. Will the
Minister say what he proposes to do in this
regard ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : We
shall consider the suggestion.

MR. SPEAKER : They may be dispersed
to Punjab and Bombay.

Level of D. D. T. in human
body due to its use in
food preservation

*213. SHRI BABURAO PATEL: Wil
the Minister of FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government are aware of the
views of Shri O. S. Bindra, an Indian Ento-
mologist of Punjab Agricultural University at
Ludhiana that the level of DDT in the human
body in certain parts of North India is much
higher than in other countries because of the
contamination of food grains through excessive
use of chemicals for food preservation; and

(b) if so, the steps taken to counteract the
DDT level in the human body; and if not, the
reasons therefor ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
COOPERATION  (SHRI ANNASAHIB
SHINDE) : (a) and (b). A statement is laid
on the Table of the Sabha.

Statement

(@) Dr. O. S. Bindra has not the commu-
nicated to the Government any spec ial views
regarding the level of DDT in the human
body but it has been known for years now
that the level of DDT accumulation in human
body fat was reported to be quite high in
1965 on the basis of survey carried out
mainly in Detlhi area and these findings have
been included in the Report of the ICAR
Special Committee on Harmful Effects of
Pesticides, published in 1967.

(b) (i) Even before detecting the accu-
mulation of DDT in human fat,
the Government Scientists have
been aware of this regard. There-
fore, mixing of persistent insec-
ticidal chemicals for the preserva-
tion of foodgrains has never been
recommended. Also successful
efforts have been made to evolve
the storage technology without
the use of hazardous chemicals
and the Pusa bins and Pusa cubi-
cles are the results Of such inves-
tigations. Some of the State
Governments have already taken
up a campaign to popularise these
storage structures.

(ii) The ICAR had ‘appointed a Com-
mittee under the Chairmanship
of Dr. M. S. Thacker to go into
the details of harmful cffects of
pesticides and make suitable reco-
mmendations. The Committee
submitted its report in 1966 which
was published in 1967. One of
the major recommendations was
to set up Analytical Laboratories
for estimation of pesticide residues
at various centres in the country.
Consequently, such laboratories
were set up and are operating at
the Central Food Tachnological
Research Laboratory, Mysore;
Central Plant Protection, Training
Institute, Hyderabad and Central





