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Quota of Imported Foodgrains Earmarked
for Drought-Affected Areas

%95 SHR1 K. P. SINGH DEO : Will
the Minister of FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government propose to im-
port about four million tonnes of foodgrains
from U. S. A. during 1970-71 despite record
production of 99.5 million tonnes of food-
grains in the country ;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor ; and

(c) whether any additional . quota of
foodgrains is proposed to be allocated to the
drought-affected areas in the country as a
result of the import of foodgrains and if so,
the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND CO-
OPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB
SHINDE) : (a) For the year 1970-71, the
total requirements for imported foodgrains
have been worked out at about 4 milljog
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tonnes out of which about 2.5 milliop tonnes
only may come from the U. S. A.

(b) Some imports are still necessary not
only to meet current consumption require-
ments but also for building up a buffer stock
of appropriate size.

(c) Allotment of foodgrains to various
deficit States are made for the States as a
whole, taking into account the drought-
affected areas in the State, if any. Demands
for additional allotments, if any, for drought-
affected areas in any State are also consider-
ed on merit.

Agricultural Research in Cooperation
with Australia

*96. SHRI V. NARASIMHA RAO :
SHRI G. VENKATASWAMY :
Will the Minister of FOOD AND

AGRICULTURE be pleased to state :

(a) whether India and Australia are in
dialogue over achieving greater co-operation
in agricultural research on the basis of a
phased programme ; and

(b) if so, the broad outlines of the pro-
posals ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
CO-OPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB
SHINDE) : (a) Yes. India and Australia
are in dialogue over achieving greater co-
operation in agricultural research and some
important aspects are under consideration.
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plants could be conducted as these would be
under control and could be varied indepen-
denly. Accordingly, the Australian Govern-
ment has been approached to supply phyto-
tron to the I. A, R.I to helpin their
research programme.

The establishment of a Phytotron will
help the Indian scientists to find a speedier
solution to many of the problems that are
baffling us, This will help in evolving and
studying the performances of varieties of crops
suited for different agro-climatic regions,
specially the rainfed and drought areas.
Some of the important problems which can
be studied speedily and critically if such a
research tool becomes available are :

(a) The utilisation of chemical and
solar energy by wheat varieties
when grown under barani condi-
tions ; problems of fertilizer appli-
cation ;

(b) Boll shedding in cotton ;

(c) Low yield of sugarcane in North
India ;

(d) Nitrogen utilization by rice ;

(e) Alternate bearing and fruit drop in
mango.

1. Assistance for the Co-ordinated Scheme
for Micronuirients Research :

Australia is one of the pioneering
countries in research on micronutrients. The
ICAR has also drawn up a Co-ordinated
Micronutrients Research Project which is in
operation at nine Centres. The micronutrient
deficiencies are becoming more manifest be-

Some proposa!s regarding import of scienti-
fic equipment for strengthing micronutrient
research, dry farming research and sheep
research, are under consideration.

(b) A statement indicating the broad
outlines of the proposals under consideration
is placed on the Table of the Sabha.

Statement

Outlines of the proposals for which
assistance from Australia in the field of
agricultural research is under consideration :

1. Phytotron for Indian Agricultural Re-
search Institute :

The Phytotron is a climate house in
which experiments to determine the respec-
tive effects of light, temperature and humi-
dity on the growth and development of

cause of the intensive cropping and high yield-
ing varieties programme. Eight uaits of atomic
absorption spectro-photometers complete with
accessories with arrangements for analysis of
copper, manganese, zinc, cobalt, iron, moly-
bdenum, calcium, magnesium, potassium,
and sodium and other micro elements would
be required to facilitate the research pro-
gramme. Services of a foreign expert from
Australia are also to be secured. The first
batch of scientists for training in micronut-
rient research is going in April, 1971, Steps
have also been taken to procure the atomic
absorption spectro-pbotometers from
Australia.

III. Facilities for the Central ARID Zone

Research Institute :

It is proposed to set up some new
Divisions at CAZRI Jodhpyr, particularly





