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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND

COOPRATION  (SHRI ANNASAHIB
SHINDE): (a) to (c). Immediately on
complaints, Technical Teams were sent to

Andhra Pradesh, Pupjab and Gujarat to
look into these and as a result of the findings
of the Technical Teams, the complaints were
discussed with the G.D R. manufacturers who
subsequently carried out several investigations
into the complaints both in India as well
as in G.D.R. As a result of these enquiries,
they agreed to carry out certain modifica-
tions and improvments. Modifisd parts
for five tractors have been received and the
tractors on which these have been fitted are
under observations. They have also agreed
to carry out similar modifications and
improvements on all other tractors that have
been supplied to the various Corporations
and this wo:k is under progress.

Inspection Reports in respect of RS-09
Tractors imported from German
Democratic Republic

*112. SHRI SAMAR GUHA : Will the
Minister of FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that tractors
supplied by East German Government
(G.D.R.) proved defective and most of these
tractors failed to operate more than €0
hours ;

(b) whether inspection report submitted
by the Director of Tractor Training and
Testing Centre, Budni, M.P, Director
Tractor Training Centre, Hissar, and Director
of Agricultural Implements, Central Ministry
of Food and Agriculture  enumerated
complaints regardiog large-scale defects and
failure of G.D.R. tractors ; and

(c) if so, whether the report will be
placed on the Table ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
COOPERATION (SHRI  ANNASAHIB
SHINDE): (a) There were complaints
against the performance of RS-09 Tractors.

(b) and (c). A copy of the reports
submitted by the Director, Tractor Training
and Testing Station, Budni, Tractor Training
Centre, Hissar and Director of Agricultural
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Implements, Ministry of Food, Agriculture,
Community Development and Cooperation
(Department of Agriculture) is laid on the
Table of the Sabha. [Placed in Library.
See No. LT—4249/70) The reports indicate
certain defects in these tractors. The G.D.R.
manufacturers have agreed to remove some of
the manufacturing and design defects on the
engines, clutch, etc. and have supplied some
plane loads of modified components for
replacement on the tractors already
distributed. They have also sent 20 or
more/engineers to attend to these modi-
fications and have supplied large quantities
of warranty spares. The warranty periods
for these tractors have also been extended.
The modifications in tractors are in
progress.

Removal of Defects in Tractors Imported
from G.D.R. and Imparting of Training
of Indian for Their Repair

*119. SHRI VASUDEVAN NAIR:
Will the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state :

(a) whether the representatives of East
German tractor manufacturers had recently
come to India to deal with the complaints
about G.D.R. tractors sold to farmers ;

(b) whether they had inspected
defective tractors ;

the

(c) if so, their views on the complaints
about the tractors ;

(d) whether the defects have since been
rectified ; and

(¢) whether the G.D.R. tractor manu-
facturers have offered to train  Indian
technicians and engineers in G.D.R. for the
proper use and servicing of the tractors and
whether the offer has been accepted ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB
SHINDE) : (a) to (¢). A statement giving
the required information is laid on the Table
of the Sabha.

Statement

(a) and (b). Yes,Sir,

(c) A copy of the press statement made
by the GDR suppliers on the subject is
laid on the Tadle of the House. [Plgced ip
Library. See No, LT—4250/70]
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(d) The GDR Suppliers have agreed to
replace free of cost defective components by
new/modified components in all the tractors
sold to the farmers or held in stocks by the
State Agro-Industries Corporations. They
have also agreed to extend the warranty
period suitably. Five modified tractors are
already under field tests at different places
with a view to assessing the overall utility of
these tractors for Indian condition. One
more tractor has also been sent to the
Budoi Station for test. The GDR suppliers
have also brought in three plan loads of
spare parts and new modified components
for immediate supply on demand to the
State Agro-Industries Corporations. They
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SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : The
original contract that the S.T.C. had entered
into with G D.R. was with regard to the
supply of 7,000 tractors but actualty 1,998
were imported.  After we received com-
plaints, the Government of India have taken
a decision to suspend imports, and after the
the Calling Attention Notice. to which the
hon. Member referred, there have been no
further imports. Government had taken a
decision even a little earlier to stop imports.
We have received complaints from many
States— Andhra Pradesh, Punjab, Gujarat,
Rajasthan etc. — and, as I said, a committee
of experts was appointed to go into this, and
their reports have been made available to

have also augmented the team of h

by another 15 qualified persons, thus raising
the total number of technicians to about
30. Besides a large number of Indian
Technicians are employed in consultation
with the Agro-Industries Corporations con-
cerned in order to expedite the process of
modifications. It is expected that a majority
of tractors in the hands of farmers will be
modified by December end. The perormance
is being closely watched and according to
present indications, the performance of
modified tractors under tests is better.

(e) Yes, Sir.

st geaa™ W : & gt wEEw,
Fogmr agAr g fF qdf w N ¥ g
oy azx qwar &1 @k gar a1 W
foaq =1 9% & ? W1 F4r oEd AR
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the Member of Parli
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amE ¥ &t

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : As has
been already explained, the suppliers have
given an assurance that they are prepared to
repair all these tractors and replace all spares
at their cost and even extend tha perioding
guarantee. They have brought in 20 to 30
engineers from their country, and my latest
information is that in Punjab they bhave
repaired 207 tractors and they expect to com-
plete the repair of all the tractors by the end
of December.

SHRI{ RANGA : What about Andhra ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : To
Andhra also the engineers are preceeding.

§ grea Raq@: @ SeEd A
Ieafirar & a § gEAr ¥ Y T g
g1 3a% g wrw fag & MW E AR
g9 waAlf@as ar agt e 3% Qw
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wma ® qg W qg AT N AH I}
gFa A 9g Igannt fag T8 & awy
g ufafafe 3 v ag =y 2 5
qg $vex WA Afwfeedds § s
FRY M 390 99T A oy
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SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : Itis
true that a number of farmers have
been put to inconvenience as a result of the
defects that developed in the tractors. But
as I explained they are being repaired. It is
too early to come to the conclusion that
they could not be operated properly. If
later on we find that they could not be
operated properly, the question can be gone
into and ways and means can be found to
help the farmer.

SHRI D. N. DEB : Even after defective
parts were replaced by fresh spare parts, they
could not work properly, especially in
Punjab. In fact they have changed the
engines completely in some tractors and yet
it was found that they were not fit to work,
Has the Government got any information ?
When the German engineer Mr. Pollis had
been, he was informed about it and he said
that he found in a repaired tractor the defect
was not removed and the engine was still
smoking. Have the Government got infor-
mation about the problem of the farmers ? In
view of the farmers’ difficulties due to delay in
replacement of the tractors bought by farmers
from money borrowed from banks or other
sources and in view also of the fact that it
affects food production will the Government
take immediate steps to solve these difficul-
ties and help the farmers ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : In the
main part of my reply I have said that some
of the tractors whose parts were replaced
are under Government observation and
we can cxamipe what should be done if they
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are not in a position to work properly. At
the moment it is too early to draw any con-
clusion.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA : May I know
whether most of the tractors imported from
G.D.R. could be worked, on an average, only
upto sixty hours and pot more and secondly,
whether G.D.R. has refused to take responsi-
bility for defects in the tractors ? According
to the Fourth Plan, 385,000 tractors would
be necessary and if so would the Government
import this type of defective tractors or will
make some other arrangements or try to
produce them indigenously in our country?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : It is
true that some of these tractors could not be
successfully operated. It is, however, not
correct to say that no tractor could be
operated for more than sixty hours. Itis
also not correct to say that the German
suppliers have refused to repair the tractors.
A plane-load of spares had been brought
from Bast Germany and engineers are repair-
ing these tractors.

As for the second part of the question,
the broad estimate is that by the end of the
Fourth Plan the tractor requirement in this
country may be round about 1,80,000
annually, Government hope that to the
extent possible this would be met indigen-
ously ; they will try to make up the shortfall
by imports,

SHRI VASUDEVAN NAIR : While
agreeing that the genuine grievances aond
difficuities of our real farmers should be
removed, as far as the operation of these
tractors is concerned, I would like the
Government to have an enquiry into the
agitation and campaign that is worked up or
engineered by politician-farmers or farmer-
politicians and some bureaucrats who are
perhaps interested in too much politics and
not in agriculture.

I will now come to my question. Is it
a fact that although there were complaints
from farmers from several States, there has
been a continuous campaign—part of it is in
Parliament also and also in the press, as for
example, in the Tim=s of India of yesterday
in which there was a long article—especially
in Punjab, and whether it is a fact that that
is engineered by some of the top officials of
the Punjab Agro-Industrics Corporation, and
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whether there was a demonstration of the
tractor-owners where the volunteers from the
American Peace Corps were present, and
where some of the block development officers
made speeches at the so-called farmers’
meeting and that the actual tractor owners
were only five or six ? 1 want to know
whether Government has got a report of
such kind of activities going on. 1 am asking
this question because something like 300
tractors were sold in Gujarat ; these tractors
were sold in Mysore also, and a few of
them were sold to our friends in Tamil
Nadu also. There were some snags, as you
yourself have given in the statement that
they have come forward to rectify the defects
at their own expense, while some of the
Agro-Industries Corporations havc not yet
fulfilled their part of the agreement in giving
the servicing to the agriculturists in this
country. I waot to know whether Govern-
ment have gone into that particular aspect
and whether all the Agro-Industries Corpora-
tions have suppl'ed the servicing mahinery
to the agriculturists as promised in the
agreement. That is one part of my question.

Secondly, may I know whether Govern-
ment have get such reports and whether this
campaign in Punjab has any relation with
the World Bank loan for the import of some
thing like 8,000 tractors from some of the
western countries, and there was too much
o’ politics mixed up with this tractor affair ?
I would request the Government to see to it
that too much politics at least is not mixed
up with this really purely economic matter.

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: We
have some reports of some demonstration
haviog been organised in Punjab and we
have also reports about the allegation that
some of them may be motivited for political
reasons. I really do not know whether they
were motivated by politics or not. But oae
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SHRI V. KRISHNAMOORTHI: There
is too much talk in the press about the
complaints of the GDR tractors. I do not
have any interest in any bloc, but 1 have
been the Chairman of the Tamilnadu Agro-
Industries Corporation and I have certain
information on this. We have been supplied
about 100 tractors out of which we sold 12
to the farmers in our State six months ago
at Rs. 14,500 each. Enquiries from the
farmers show that these tracto:s are working
satisfactorily. But there are certain difficul-
ties in these tractors as well as one imported
from abroad. These tractors do not present
any good appearance and the price also is to
high. It is only worth about Rs. 8000 or
9000. It is a sophisticated tractor and the
driver should know all the parts. That is
why there is complaint and because of the
complaints in the press and in Parliament,
we are unable tosell the remaining 88
tractors which are lying in our yards for
the last six months. It is good that the
minister has stopped the import of this type
of tractors, which are not good for our
country, Will they reconsider afresh the
whole system of tractor imports ? Why
should they impo1t only from one particular
bloc ? Why not invite world tenders so that
we may get good tractors at a cheaper
price ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : Itis
true that the problem of these tractors has
raised some fundamental issues of scrutiny
at various stages of the existing procedure in
regard to tests at the Tractor Training and
Testing Centre at Budni. We have appointed
a committee of experts to go into this
matter and find out where modifications are
required in the existing procedure. Regarding
imports from a particular bloc, there were
some foreign exchange difficulties and
cheaper tractors were available fiom the
Eastern Bloc countries. They were also
acceptable to our country. Excepting this, I

thing is true. There were g com-
plaints from farmers about the unsatisfactory
performance of these tractors. May | assure
hon. Members that Government will not be
influenced by any campaign carried on with
political motives. We are concerned with
the merits of the case, and it is necessary
to look into this question from the point of
view of making these tractors operate satis-
factorily, and therefore, within that limited
ex'ent, we are trying to take up the mater
with the GDR suppliers.

do not think there was any occasion in the
past where there were complaints, apart
from isolated cases.

SHRI V. KRISHNAMOORTHI : Why
not imports tractors from Canada, U.S.A.,
West Germany and Czechoslovakia ? They
are willing to sell but the Government of
India is refusing to buy from them.

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : Please
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wsit till I conclude. The tractors which
will be imported in the future would be both
from the east and the west.

MR. SPEAKER : Many members are
interested in the next question about sugar
prices but there are hardly 5 or 6 minutes.
(Interruptions)

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU : You want
this House to be converted into a eales
lobby ?

MR. SPEAKER : I have not been able
to follow what all this fuss is about. It has
become a very bad habit with you, Mr.
Basu, that every day you get up and inter-
rupt the proceedings on every little thing.
(Interruptions) Kindly don’t do it.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU : During the
last four days I have not put even one
supplementary question. It can be proved
from the records.

MR. SPEAKER : But that does not
mean that you should interrupt every hour.

SHRI HEM BARUA : I hope you do
not want Shri Jyotirmoy Basu to go out of
the House.

MR. SPEAKER : I will be happy if he
goes out without protesting.

st gww W wgEE  F @R ¥
ST ATEAT §, g9 A & 30 g
IR Ay ¥ WY agia oW ¥ W e
W E W oSaEr w s ar
M THA IR ¥ g A R o
fom FrEdRI Y 45 & F9T T goAy
Y FIE F G ¥ daT @R A7 Sww
dmaf @ Edren s Nl g
Wargua § 7 gEd A 9 S @
ger At aga afas § w@r SAd A A
i FEFTEURT 7

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : As far
as the warranty period is concerned, it is
fixed and that period has been extended. As
far as the other part of the question is
concerned, I have already answered it.
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SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU : Mayl
know whether the attention of the Minister
has been drawn to a detailed press report
which came out sometime in the last week of
last month stating that in Punjab the com-
plaints about these tractors have come
mainly due to unskilled and untrained handl-
ing of the tractors mostly by the inexperi-
enced operators ? I  want a categorical
snswer. Secondly, I would request you, Sir,
not to permit this House to be coverted into
a lobby,

ShHRI INDER J. MALHOTRA : We
are quite competent to know how to handle
tractors.

MR. SPEAKER : I would request him
not to bring in politics in the matter of
tractors. Also, do pot bring in the question
of skill or bad handling in Punjab. They are
better than anybody else.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU :
question has not been answered.

Sir, my

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : My
earlier replies have covered the question
which he has asked.

MR. SPEAKER : Shri D. N. Patodia.

= STETEET SNl - gsAd A,
T @ wEE gL qUHT TS § WX AG
qaTy Fwar A1 @ E | gER WAL & I
oTq areT wrer ger faga 3 &, fea
# w9 fax qx @S SEwr Saer

weqw WEaT - g &1 W9 3|

w &...(caEwA)..,

& gewER et o d@d ¥ aar
Rar § ? agt a1 ag feafq & 5 o oy
IqHFT [E AT AT, AAD  HERA HT
JoEUT FIG & IART AW fHR AERr
vaaT ¥ 23 § WI9n T9 g9 ¥ @
Lac s o - SR
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qeqw AENEY et st oW
Hg & ag Agr A8 7w a1 |

st qEwTET et Far I, FgAr
9T @I E......

MR. SPEAKER : Shri Shastri should
remember that it is not one question which
is being answered. Four questions are being
answered at a time.

o SEImElT Al © aewy 59 A
9% W ¥ OgY §3A AN AL gRA
fag & ag T @t 5 79T 399 ug
¥ gtz FaTw faww  omar a7 &Y e
oW IW R A A F F 1 e ag
¥ FAT &Y forar svar an )

MR. SPEAKER : 1 am sorry I cannot
equal him. Further, the hon. Members are
also of not that type in this House. I would
request him not to be so much aspsrsive on
these issues. After all, four questions are
being answered at a time and I cannot be
unfair to those hon. Members.

=t wgAr fag wedt : fmsd =
TG IFE

MR. SPEAKER : I have repeated a
number of times that four questions are
being answered at a time. IfI give five
minutes to each, even then they are entitled
to at least 20 minutes. If you are interested
in a question, what can I do ?

SHRID N. PATODIA : May I know
what are the stipulations made in the
contract with regard to inspection of these
tractors before and after delivery and how is
it that the defects of a basic nature consist-
ing of sub-standard raw material could be
detected only after being pointed out ? May
I also know as to what are the stipulations
with regard to the payment for these tractors
how the payment is related to approval of
the quality and whether there is a clause in
the contract by which the Government can
demand refund of the entire amount in
respect of the rejected tractors ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: As 1

KARTIKA 21, 1892 (SAKA)

Written Answers 26

said, the contract was entered into by the
S.T.C. The purchase is made by the STC
from the GDR suppliers. There are some
conditions in the contract regarding inspec-
tion but, as I said earlier, this tractor was
tested in Budni station and found all right ;
later on, though broadly the model was the
same, important internal components were
changed and only after putting the tractots
in operation some of the major defects were
detected.

SHRI D. N. PATODIA : What about
the payment part ?

MR. SPEAKER Question Hour is
over.

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Invitations to Political Parties to
Participate in A. I. R.
Programme on East

Pakistan

*92. SHRI R. K. BIRLA : Will the
Minister of INFORMATION AND BROAD-
CASTING AND COMMUNICATIONS be
pleased to state :

(a) whether there is any proposal under
the consideration of Government to under-
take measures to bring home to the people
of East Pakistan the fact that the exodus
was not because of any communal tension
there but it had political motives ;

(b) if so, the details of the measures
undertaken or proposed to be undertaken to-
gether with results ;

(c) whether there is also any proposal
to invite members of different political parties
and minority communities to broadcast over
All India Radio in its programmes for East
Pakistan ; and

(d) if so, the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING, AND IN THE DEPART-
MENT OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI
I. K. GUJRAL) : (a) The Government of
India have undertaken publicity measures
to bring home to the people of East Pakistan
the realities of the situation.

(b) to (d). A statement is laid on the
Table of the House.





