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SHR1 ANNASAHIB SHINDE : We
have recommended to the State Govern-
ments and it is for the State Governments
to take such steps. Some State Govern-
ments have already taken steps.

SHRI RANGA : Some time lag comes
in before the Food Corporation and its
agents including the rice mill-owners and
wheat flour mill-owners come to purchase
foodgrains from the farmers. Will the
Government be good enough to advise
the banks, the nationalised as well as
other banks; through the Reserve Bank, to
advance credit to all those farmers who are
willing to, what they call, to hypothecate
their foodgrains to the Food Corporation
and then whether at the same time, they
are obliged to keep it with them and on the
basis of that foodgrains, would the banks
be advised through the Reserve Bank to
advance credit to them so that they need
not have to sell these foodgrains at much
lower prices in the open market ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : Our
approach to credit is known to hon.
Members. We do not want to encourage
speculation. The genuine necds of the
farmers for credit are met through the co-
operative societies. Our policy does not
come in the way.

SHRI RANJEET SINGH : What was
the rate of profit that the Food Corporation
itself makes over the purchase and sale of
foodgrains, (a)wbzat and (b) paddy ?

MR. SPEAKER : The question does
not arise.
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SHRI RANJEET SINGH : Have the
Food Corporation been making huge
profits which should have gone 1o the
actual grower ?

MR. SPEAKER This is o big
a question. It does not come within the
scope of this question. 1am sorry.

SHRI RANJEET SINGH : I had no
preliminaries and I came straight to the
question. That is why perhaps he has not
understood my question. There has becn
a huge profit made by the Food Corpora-
tion. !

MR. SPEAKER : Will you plcase sit
down ? After all, you should be reasonable.
There is no question of any profits made
by the Food Corporation. The simple
question is: “'the steps tdken to organise
credit to farmers and marketing of food-
grains in a better way.”” If you want certain
information about the Food Corporation,
you may table a spearate question.

SHRIMATI SUSHILA ROHATIGI :
This question involves the question of
marketing, and marketing primarily
includes transport.

I would like to know from the hon.
Minister if the Government will give top
priority to the question of road transport
specially in the rural areas and if so, if the
Government contemplates to set up a
revolving fund so that the maintenance of
rural roads can receive immediate
attention.

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : The
Centre has a scheme to develop rcads
for markets in sore irrigation command
areas. Normally develorment of roads is
the activity falling within the purview
of tne State Governments.
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(F) = gfasrs dw ozt i v
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Fr wE off; ¥

() afzgl, a1 3@k gq faame &
gfvoraraey Fov frssy faeer ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
CO-OPERATION (SHRI S.C. JAMIR) :
(a) Yes Sir. Indian Pulp and Paper Techni-
cal Association held an International
Seminar on Pulping of Bagasse and Agri-
cultural Residue on 7th and 8th November,
1970, at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

(b) The proceedings of the seminar
have not yet been received by the Govern-
ment. However, it is understood that the
seminar discussed in detail the technical
and economic aspects of availability as
well as production of pulp and paper from
bagasse which is the main agricultural
residue available in the country. It is
further understood that the seminar also
discussed the possibility of utilising cdtton
linters and jute stocks for production of
pulp and paper. It was felt that due to
high cost of cotton linters the production
of pulp and paper from cotton linters will
not be an economic proposition. In case
of the jute sticks it was felt that this
material could be utilised for production of
paper boards wherever it is available in
sufficient quantities at reasonable price.
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
CO-OPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB
SHINDE) : it is true that there has
been shortage of raw material for manu-
facture of newsprint, and bagasse can be
a useful raw material for manufacture of
newsprint. But at the moment bagasse Is
burnt by the sugar factories for their
boilers. Therefore, efforts are made now
to find out how to save bagasse either by
improving efficiency or by providing
alternative raw material in future. Efforts
are being made in that direction. Some
positive steps would be taken in the near
future in this direction.
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SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : Itis
estimated that 126 lakh tonnes of begasse
is burnt by the sugar factories. 90 per cent
is used for fuel in their boilers.

SHRI D. N. TIWARY : May I know
whether Government have experimented to
find out whether bagasse is cheaper or
firewood is cheaper or coalis cheaper for
burning in the factories ? If so, what
is the result ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : There
are no final conclusions. It is proved that



15 Oral Answers

bagasse can be a fine raw material for the
manufacture of newsprint. The costs are
being worked out.

SHRI D. N. TIWARY : My first
question has not been answered. 1
wanted to know whether Government
have experimented as to whether bagasse
s cheaper for the sugar mills or whether
firewood or coal is cheaper.

SHRI ANNASAHIB  SHINDE :
Government have not made any special
study; some organisations are doing this
study.

SHRI SHRU CHAND GOYAL : The
hon. Minister must be realising that there
is acute shortage of newspint as well as
other paper and the cost of paper is also
rather high. Government have not been
able to supply paper at a cheap rate.
This may be a new assessment by Govern-
ment that bagasse can serve as a very good
raw material. But already we are using
a lot of paper from wood pulp which is
avilable in abundance in Himachal Pradesh
and elsewhere, and there has been a
proposal to set up paper factories in that
area, but we do not know whether these
factories will be established in the public
sector or in the private sector in Hima-

chal Pradesh, and if so, when?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : The
hon. Member can put this questicn to the
Ministry of Industrial Development.

SHRI TRIDIB KUMAR CHOU-
DHURI : Apart from the conclusions
of the Seminar which have not been
received as’ yet by Government; may I
know whether the State Governments
concerned, particularly UP and Bihar
with regard to bagasse, and West Bengal,
Assam and Bihar 'with regard to jute
stalks have put forward any proposals for
the utilisation of these raw materials from
agricultural products, andif so, whether
they are under the consideration of
Government ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : All
that thinking is in a very preliminary
stage. Some studies are being undertaken
on the relative costs of the use of various
agricultural raw materials. but that is
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presenting some  difficulties. But it
appears that bagasse can possibly be a
cheaper source of raw material.

Foreign Influence on Indian Press

+
*483. SHRI KANWARLAL GUPTA :
SHRI RAM AVTAR SHARMA:
Will the Minister of INFORMATION
AND BRAODCASTING AND COMMU-
NICATIONS be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government have made
a survey of the influence of foreign
countries on the Indian Press : and

(b) if so, the results of the survey
and the modus operandi of these foreign
Governments ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING, AND IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI 1. K. GUIJRAL):
() and (b). A comprehensive enquiry has
recently been made into the role of foreign
influence in Indian Journalism.

Government are contemplating legisla-
tion to cope with the problem.
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