21 Oral Answers SRAVANA 8,

wrs wiar ) A & fo¥ smawr dder-
@ ¥ gra sAfawT garor saxeqr
wrar Iy wifag @ s 0 aar
ANt Aer g AT Y ggay § fs wx
Aeg Angas ¥ i ot &% gw
w0 H K At AT A X A §
wgt @2 faren ¥ Efawa & w14-
wa) ) gaw oF frdg Aos & qEr
argfige Na & fod gark agr wit N
wig Ag QA TfgA 2 afx gi o sar
W W3 A7 fazen § Ak fam qr ge
112 0z w1 @At &, 3@ ¥ anft wiw
AN F) qAEqr F& 7

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: I would like to
clarify one thing for the benefit of my hon.
friend. When we are thinking of expanding
the TV system, we are not thinking of
expanding it for entertainment purposes ;
we are thinking, it as a limb of development
as an easier means for development of educa-
tion, agriculture and of family planning.
Therefore, Kindly keep it in mind that it is
not a question of entertainment but develop-
mental activity. On the question whether we
should do it yjz. earth station for viasatellite
the comparative merits are under exami-
nation. It is not a question of this or that
but getting the maximum benefit out of both
the systems.

Rise in Price of Rice in West Bengal

+
*95, SHRI J. M. BISWAS:
DR. RANEN SEN:
SHR1 H. N. MUKERIJEE:
SHRI K. HALDER:
SHRI B. K. MODAK:

Will the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to State :

(a) whether rice prices in West Bengal,
especially in the country side, have recorded
a steady rise in recent months;

(b) if so, the reasons therefore ; and

(c) what steps have been taken to curb
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the rise in rice prices ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND CO-
OPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB SHIN-
DE) : (a) There has been a rise in the prices
of rice in West Bengal during April-June
1970. However, in July the prices have either
declined or remained steady.

(b) The increase in price is mainly due
to the shortfall in the production of Aman
crop owing to a long spell of drought and
lesser market arrivals.

(c) Arrangements have been made to
increas the supply of foodgrains for distri-
bution in the State. Imports of wheat and
coarse grains on trade account, into the non-
rationed areas are being encouraged by the
State Government,

SHRI J. M. BISWAS : What the hon.
Minister has stated is correct. Due to the
shortfall in production the price of rice
has gone high and my area is the worst
victim of this drought. When Prime
Minister visited Purulea district, people
came for food but they were lathi charged
by the CRP and, so far as our information
goes, about 100 people have died because
of starvation in Purulea and Bankura dis-
tricts. The requirement of that district
is 4 lakhs maunds of rice per annum.

MR. SPEAKER : Let him come to his
question. It is the making of speeches
that deprives other members of their
questions.

SHRIJ. M. BISWAS : 1 am
to the question, For the information of
the hon. Members of this House, it is
mecessary to submit that already 100 people
have died because of starvation. Our
requirement is 4 lakhs maunds of rice and
every year there is shortage of rice. The
hon. Minister has rightly stated that it is
due to shortfall in production that the price
of rice is going up. So, I would like te know
whether there was any demand from the
State Government to the Centre for rice
and, if so, how much supply has been made
to the State Government ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: Before

coming
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1 go into the details may I assure the hon.
House that the food situation in West
Bengal is well under control ? We have
assured the West Bengal authorities that all
reasonable supplies of rice, wheat and other
foodgrains would be made. In the case of
wheat we have told them that we are pre-
pared to supply as much as they want,
Because of some rise in the prices during the
last few months the State Government is at-

tending to the various aspects of this problem.

Calcutta, Asansol and some other areas
are under rationing and there is no problem
so far as those areas are concerned. In
other areas there are fair price shops about
15,000. The hon. Member wanted to know
the precise figure of the requirment indicated
by the State Government. These figures
have been indicated from time to time,
At the last Chief Ministers’ Conference, the
representative of West Bengal—at that time
it was the Chief Minister himself —indicated
a figure of 22 lakhs tonnes of rice and wheat
put together. As far as the reasonble requir-
ments are concerned, there should not be
any fear in this House. We shall be able
to supply all the reasonable requirements
of West Bengal.

SHRIJ. M. BISWAS : Just now I
spoke about some drought-affected areas,
particularly, purulia and Bankura Districts.
I want to know from the hon. Minister
whether the Central Government is conside-
ring to remedy the worse situation in these
two districts of West Bengal. Are they
going to take some special measures, parti-
cularly after the visit of the Prime Minister
to these areas ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : Already
the matter is being attended to by the State
administration. As far an supplies and the
local stock position are concerned, they
are quite satisfactory. As to relief measures
for a particular district, it is for the State

administration to take the necessary steps-

but if there are any specific suggestions that
the hon. Member has to give, [ am pre-
pared to welcome and look into them.

SHRI K. HALDER : We saw during
the administration of the United Front
Government that when the prices of food-
grains were rising higher and higher, the
then Goverament supplied food to rural
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areas and asu took- gratuitous relief mea-
sures. But after the present rule came, all
those facilities have stopped. May I ask
the Government whether the present
Government will give those facilities which
were given at the time of the United Fornt
Ministry ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: 1
would like to find out the position from the
State Government,

SHRI B. K. MODAK : The hon,
Minister has admitted that there has been
a rise in the price of rice in the rural areas
of Bengal. I Want the Minister to state
the actual increase in the quota of ration
to the rural areas of Bengal during the
period April to July 1970.

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : 1 have
got the figures of the statutory rationing
areas. As far as the quantum of distri-
bution being followed in rural areas is con-
cerned, I will require notice.

SHRI S. M. BANERIJEE : Apart from
the rising prices in West Bengal, a news
item came from the Finance Ministry saying
that there had been a rise in foodgrain
prices throughout the country in the last six
months and that the rise was of 8 points.
1 want to know from the hon. Minister,
apart from supply of rice to West Bengal,
what positive steps have been taken
to see that prices do not rise and that
blackmarketing in rice and essential com-
modities stopped.

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : It is
true that there was a general price rise
during the months of January, April and
May but the hon. Member would be happy
to know that recently the trend of prices is
very satisfactory and in the month of July
the price level of foodgrains is lower than
in last July. If I may mention the precise
figure, the All India index number of whole-
sale prices of foodgrains on 18th July last
year was 207.6 while this year it is 205.7; so,
it is lower than last year.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA : May I know
whether it is a fact that the shortfall in pro-
dution of rice was also due to the fact that
last year there had been a lot of law and
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order problem in West Bengal and that the
quantum of the share of the Bargadars
was usurped by political parties for enrich-
ing their political coffers ? Has the Govern-
ment agreed to give the necessary supply
to West Bengal as regards rice and wheat ?
As an immediate measure are they going
to open modified rationing shops in all the
rural areas where there is a short fall ?
Secondly, I would like to know whether the
Government is going to help the West
Bengal Gover t to impl t its plan
for attaining self-sufficiency in rice produc-
tion by 1971, that is, the plan that was pre-
pared at the time of the first Presidential
rule.

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : The
West Bengal Government has specifically
reported to us with reference to the general
problem of law and order that it did affect
the administration of Food laws to some
extent. Because of law and order postion
not being satisfactory, the enforcement of
Food laws and the administration was
adversely affected. That has been the report
of the West Bengal Government.

As far as the opening of additional fair
price shops is concerned, the West Bengal
Government can take a decision and if any
assistance from us is required, we shall be
glad to extend it.

MR. SPEAKER : Next Question, Shri
Deven Sen.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA : What about
implementing the plan to attain self-
sufficiency by 1971 ? That depends on the
Central aid.

MR. SPEAKER : I have gone to the
next Question, Shri Deven Sen.

Application of Scheme of Gratuity to
Coal Mine Workers

+96. SHRI DEVEN SEN : Will the
Minister of LABOUR AND REHABILITA-
TION be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government have taken
any decision as to the date from which the
scheme of gratuity recommended by the
Coal Wage Board and accepted by Govern-
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ment will be made applicable to the mine
workers of India;

(b) whether it is a fact that the
Employers have been terminating the
services of the workers in various places
without paying* them any retrenchment
benefits as the workmen are not technically
retrenched; and

(¢) whether it is a fact that as a
result, thc number of coal mine workers
is registering a fall ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF LABOUR, EMPLOY-
MENT AND REHABILITATION (SHRI
BISHWANATH ROY) : (a) No, Sir. The
matter is still being processed in consultation
with the Ministries/Departments concer-
ned.

(b) and (¢). The infcrmation is being
collected and will be laid on the Table of
the Sabha,
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