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revolution in India is mainly confined to 
wheat and there has been no improvement 
in per hectare yield of rice in the last five 
years ; 

(b) if so, the reasons tbercfor ; and 
(c) the steps taken to improve the pro-

duction of rice 7 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE. 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 
CO-OPERA nON (SHRI ANNASAHIB 
SHINDE): (a) It is a true that acbieve. 
ments in terms of additional production in 
recent years have been substaotial in tbe 
case of wheat. whereas tbe progress ueder 
rice has not so far been satisfactory. 

(b) Apall from unfavourable sealonal 
conditions, the otber factors responsible for 
lack of improvement in per hectare yield of 
rice are: (i) non-avaiiaMity of suitable 
high-yielding variety for kharlf seasen, wbicb 
is the main growing season of tbe crop; 
(ii) non-.doption of recommended package 
of practioes, particularly balanced app:ication 
of fertilisers; (iii) lack of consumer accep-
tability for bigh·yielding varieties due to 
coarseness and glutienuous nature of grain ; 
and (iv) susceptibility of crop to pests and 
diseases, etc. 

(c) In addition to intensification of re-
search, extension and education and farmers' 
trainins. the other steps taken to improve 
the yield of rice include; bringing larger 
area under high-yielding varieties, multiple 
cropping, intensive development of irrigation, 
particularly ground-water reiources, assured 
supplies of inputs like seeds, Certilisers, sur-
veillance of pests and diseases and well 
organised pl.nt prolection operations, in-
creased provision of institutional credit, etc. 
Moreover, serious efforts are being made to 
evolve higb yielding varieties of rice, wbich 
are disease and pc,t resistant and acceptable 
to consumers. Some new varieties suitable 
Cor different snil and water condition. bave 
been released recently. 
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Area Based Strategy for Farm De,elopment 

-654. SHRi R. K. BIRLA: Will the 
Minister of FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
be pleased to state : 

(ai whetber it is a fact tbat tbe Ministry 
bave Cormulated a ncw area-based strategy 
for Carm development ; 

(b) if so, the details of the new 
strategy: 




