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industries in order to boost up indus-
trial production. May I know what
steps Goverrment are taking to see
that this type of crisis is averted in
the future and the new industries
which are going to be set up under
the .concessions granted are guaran-
teed sufficlent and continuous supply
of power?

Shri Raghunath Reddi: It ig true
that the hon, Finance Minister had
suggested quite g number of conces-
sions, The form in which those con-
cessions should be implemented and
the rules and regulations in this re-
gard are under the consideration of
Government.
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The Minister of Railways (Shrl
C. M, Poonacha): (a) and (b). Conse-
quent to the development of Farakka/
Khejuria Ghat HBarge crossings, mate-
rialisation of goods traffic via Sakri-
gali-Manihari Ghat route has fallen to
an un-economic level and orders were
jesued on 20th April, 1867 ¢o close
down this point for goods and parcel
traffic.

(e) No, Sir. Tho number of labour
employed is very much less and varies
from month to month,

May I also add thst subsequently we
have deferred the decision to close the
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ghat for the time being? The matter
is still under consideration.
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shri C. M. Poonacha; At Farakka, it
is the wagon-crossing system while at
the Sakrigali-Manihari Ghat, il is un-
luading and transhipment by barges.
During times of emergency, this could
always be taken advantage of. So,
thera is no difficulty about that be-
cause it is unloading and then loading
after moving the goods by barges.
As such  this facility would always
be there in times of emergency, what-
ever may be the rcasons for such an
comergency. As the hon. Member would
be interested to know, in June, the
sverage at Sakrigali-Manihari Ghat
has come down 3 to 2 wagons per
day, while at Farakka for the cross-
ing, it is about 304 to 285, So, it i3 a
faster and easy movement of goods
that we are contemplating now. Under
a certain particular, emergency what
should be done in a matter which 1
am sure will be taken care of.
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Shri C. M. Poonacha: Here, it is

contract labour which is working, Ac-

cording to the information that I have,

the contract labour during the past

‘three or four months has been as fol-
lows: it was 159 per day during April,
124 dvring May and 60 during June.
Tt is varying from month to month
according to the traffic that is being
handled.
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Shri C. M. Poonacha: After we had
taken a decision to clos> this, certain
niatters were brought to our notice,
and so, we have deferred the decision.
We are going into the question now,
and we are considering whether in
addition to the facilities that we have
at Farakka, we should continue in this
sector also. We shall examine this,
and I think that in a couple of months
we should be able to take a decision.

Shri P. G. Sen: Is the Minister
aware that this line feeds the Cal-
cutta line and the area through which
this route passes and where the Ghat
is situated is a jute producing area?
Has he taken into consideration the
export of jute from this area, North
Bengal and Bihar, to Calcutta via this
route?

Shri C. M. Poonacha: Yes, that
ireffic is also taken into consideration.
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