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SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: To our 
knowledge no factory has been closed because 
provident fund has been demanded from them. 
They close because they mismanage or have 
financial difficulties. All that I meant was that 
this was one of the reasons and the State 
Governments were considerate to see that if 
it was due to that they were taken over from 
the custodian. But this is not the reason, 
namely, that because we demand provident 
fund, they close down. 

SHRI LOBO PRABHU: Shall I enlarge 
YOllr knowledge and give you the names of 
factories which are closed? 

SHORT NOTICE QUESTION 

AI ....... da Tracedy 

S.N.Q. 5. SHRI SHRI CHAND GOYAL: 
Will the Minister of II'FORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING AND COMMUNICA. 
TIONS be pl.ased to state' 

(a) when the information of the Alaknanda 
tragedy was received by Government; 

(b) what was the source of information of 
the tragedy, whether sOlIle Government wireless 
message or news agency ; 

(c) the reasons of delay in the communica-
tion of the news of Ihe tragedy j and 

(d) whether aD), enquiry has bren held and 
if 10, the result thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTII'G AND IN THE DEPART· 
MENT OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI 
I, K, GUJRAL): (a) The fint information 
on the AlaknaDda tragedy was recdvcd in All 
India Radio at 12.00 bro. on 22nd July 1970 
and wao broadcast at 13.30 hrs, in the English 
bulletin and in the subsequent Hindi and otber 
language bulletins.-

(b) News Agencies _it., PTI aDd UNI. 

(e) There wao nO delay on the part of AIR. 
Immediately after the news was received, AIR's 

Correspondent at Dehra Dun waS contacted 
and the news item was included in the imme-
diately following bulletin. 

(d) Does not arise. 

SHRI SHRI CHAND GOYAL: This is 
rather a serious matter because a national 
tragedy or Calamity took place in the Alaknanda 
Valley on the 20th evening and, according to 
the reply which has been given by the hon. 
Minister, the news was broadcast completely 
aner two days. The entire country was kept in 
the dark about such a lerious tragedy. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Shame, ohame. 

SHRI SHRI CHAND GOYAL: This 
tragedy has coot hundreds of lives and has 
entirely upset tbe whole communication. Iystem. 
Temples have been devastated and a huge lou 
of property has resulted from this calamity. 
But the news was broadcastjuat after two days, 
when the Prime Minister'. speech in ehandni 
Chowk was relayed simultaneously. 

In these circumstances, I would like to know 
whether there io a telephone line available from 
Jyotirmath to Rishik .. h with three intermediate 
conversation points at Belakuchi, Peepalkoti and 
Charnoli, and whether thiJ telephone 
!le-rvice was utilis(:d or pressed into service or 
not; if not, what wert! the realons for not 
utilising it. 

I would al.o like to know whether there is 
a radio slation at Gochar where the newt had 
been passed on by Jyotirmath authoritirs at 
9 A. M. on the 21st, according to the reply 
which had been given by Dr. K. L. Rao in the 
Rajya 5abha. The Minister says, "I understand 
that Jyotirmath wireless gave the information 
in the morning of 2111 at Gachar where there 
is a wif(~lell station." This wirelela ltation is 
owned by the Border Roado' Organi.ation. 
We arc living in the year 1970 when all the 
means of communication arc thert~. I want to 
know whether there il a corretpondent of the 
All India Radio at either Chamoli or Shrinagar, 
apart rrom at Dehra Dun, and why he railed in 
hi. duty. I would also like to know whether 
there are nrwa agencies at all theac places and 
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why the news could not be broadcast on the 
same day. 

SHRI 1. K. GUjRAL: Sir, while we are 
all, naturally, upset about the tragedy, my hon. 
friend will appreciate that the dimension of the 
tragedy was so much that all Ihe means of 
communications were also snapped and the 
telephone lines, etc., were snapped. So far as 
the question of the All India Radio corres-
pondent is concerned, we have an All-India 
Radio correspondent at joshimath. He was 
able 10 get link on 22nd itself. Otherwise, he 
was not able to get any link. So far as the 
news com ing out is concerned, the first news 
came on the 22nd and that also, not Ihrough 
official source but through the cooperative 
society of transporters. That is why the first 
bulletin had to say that it was an unconfirmed 
news. Till then, we were not able to confirm 
it. Later on, we have di5covered that the 
U. P. Government had received the news on 
22nd night. Unfortunately, Ihey did not tell 
anybody and we werc not able to broadcast it. 

SHRI PILOO MODY: Is this Olle more 
shot at Mr. Charan Singh? 

SHRI 1. K. GUjRAL: So far as Defence 
is concerned, the handout was received in the 
afternoon of 22nd. So far as the All India 
Radio is concerned, the news came through the 
news agency on 22nd and, therefore, we were 
not able to broadcast it earlier than that. One 
step that we took immediately was that we 
also despatched a correspondent from Lucknow 
who reached that area on 22nd evening and 
was able to send us direct news also. After thatJ 
we were able to keep up the pace. It is 
unfortunate that the means of communications 
got snapped and the news was not available 
earlier. 

SHRI SHRI CHAND GOYAL: My informa-
tion is that the All India Radio station got the 
news on the morning of 21st. But because they 
were taken unawares and they did not want to 
take the whole country into confidence about 
this calamity, they, deliberately, suppressed the 
news to gain time so that they could cook up a 
story and give a different turn to the whole 
event which otherwise would have landed them 
in difficulty. 

SHRI I. K. GUjRAL : I do not know how 
it would have landed us in difficulty. If there 
was a natural calami ty J the mountains were 
falling and there were very heavy rains. We 
have not as yet taken any sale agency from God 
so as to be responsible for His act also. We 
assert that we never had the news before 12 0' 
Clock on 22nd and I challenge my hon. friend 
to prove it that we got it on the 21st. 

~ft ~ f~ : ar"6q~ lT~TG:q, it 
~~'fiT~ ~ 1<~ ;ifFfiH "I"~I ~ f'fi Cf~ ar'Rf 

'!i~tf~qT '1"1:: qG:T;p;fi m-<'fCff ~ I ar<'f'!i-

iF~1 ifi ql~ iiIT~I~TCff if,;ifT "llHCf ifi 
ar;ocflTef ~ 0 qf 0 '!il f~!JI~, "I"f'1 '!if ~'!i 

<'fIlii" q;f;;r ~f g-{ ~ I ~~ ~~I 1<~ 

~If~~ 'fil ~ f'!i f~'H'1 '!iT :!'HH'1 

qg''fPH ;;rlit I f'!i~T 'fli, ~f;;rlie~ 1<1 

f'!i~f ~f;if;; 'fiT hq'ti ;f; wnfif'fi 'f>~l 

~ef'1f iflf~~ '1Q:l g-~ ~ I 'ifI'1 it "I"~it 

arT~ G:hllT '!ile 'f>~ "'1'!i1 ql'1f ar<'f'f'1iG:I 

if ;f;;r fG:ql, Cflf'f> f~;o~li~r;:r f'fi* Cf'~ ~ 

~ ... ;;rrit I q~ CfT tiq! Illef! '!if ~! ~ f'f> 

~!Jit Qif if"l"llIT (~~) 

~I 

The meteorological report about Assam is 
very interesting. There is something fishy there. 
(Interruptions) • 

SHRI S. KUNDU : On such an important 
matter, the Minister should not take refuge 
under some sort of excuse that they had not 
the information about this deluge. I am told, 
after 1962 Chinese aggression, there is an 
extensive arrangement both by military and 
Border Roads organisation and that the valley 
is connected with wireless" etc. I learn that the 
Defence Department transmitted the newl 
immediately after this deluge. The Home 
Ministry also- received it here. If the Home 
Ministry received the news on 20th night, why 
did not the Information and Broadcasting 
Ministry and the All-India Radio get in touch 
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with the Home Ministry and allO the Defence 
Department? Haa the Minister enquired into 
thia upect? I would like to have a precise 
anawer to thia qUCltion of mine. 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: One thing I might 
clarify. The incident took place in the night 
between 20th and 21st. So the Home Ministry 
could not have heard it on the 20th because the 
incide .. t took place later. (lnltrruptions). It 
went on as the news was coining. I am not in 
position to know what kind of information the 
Home Ministry got because the Home Ministry 
was not in touch with us. I have in my hand 
a hand-out of the Defence. It is about the aid 
given by the Border Roads organization. This 
was received by us on the after nOon of the 
22nd and after we had broadcast it. Therefore, 
the main point I am trying to make is that the 
fint information came from Dehra Dun itself. 
From Dehra Dun it came from the Garhwal 
Motor Transport Co-opera live Union people 
tbat such an incident had taken place. 
Immediately we heard it we tried to get it 
confumed. Since confirmation was not 
possible, we did not even wait to confirm it. 
We even broadcast an unconfirmed thing. 
Therefore, there was no delay on our pan. 

As I just now said, we despatched a team of 
correspondents from this side as well and from 
the 22nd onwards we were able to keep tbe 
public informed about the unfortunate develop-
ments there. I woule! only submit that it docs 
happen, it can happen when such a calamity 
takes place of such a dimension which was 
totally unimaginable. The fint impulse of the 
people who were left on the lpot is to assist the 
people and not so much to lend the neWi to 
AIR. Therefore, if it did not come, I would 
not blame them for it. 

SHRI S. KUNDU: I do not get a precise 
anawcr. I asked IpccificalJy : did his Ministry 
get in touch witb tbe Home and Defence 
Ministries to find out when they received the 
neWl? He said, 'I got a measaage sent by the 
Border Roads organization' on 22nd. That was 
Dot my question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Ifthey got the DCWI them-

selves, there was no need to get in touch with 
the Home MiniJtry. 

SHRI S. KUNDU: They got it on 22nd. 
My infonnation is that the Home and Defence 
Ministriel here got this information on the 
20th night itlelf. Did he get in touch with 
tbeae MiniJtries or did these Ministries transmit 
the news to them? The point of order. 

MR. SPEAKER I What i. the point or 
order involved ? 

SHRI S. KUNDU: The point of order 
involved is I I did not get a precise answer to 
my question. 

MR. SPEAKER: There i. no point of 
order involved. 

SHRI S. KUNDU: Then what iJ the USC 

of putting questions if we cannot get prcciJe 
answers? 

SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOK: He says 22nd. 
The han. Member say. that the Government or 
India got the information on the 20th. That is 
the point of order. Let him tell the HOUle 
whether the Home Ministry and the Defence 
Ministry got the information on the 20th or 
not. (Interruptions). 

MR. SPEAKER: There i. a procedure 
about it. You can write to the Speaker under 
Rule 115. I can forward it to him. This is no 
point of order. 

SHRI S. KUNDU: If the anawer iJ not 
relevant, you can ask the Minister to give a 
relevant answer. This is how there iJ trouble 
in this House. If you cannot protect us, how 
are we to function? You are the custodian of 
our rights. 

MR. SPEAKER: Please dont get excited. 
That iJ no point of order. 

SHRI S. KUNDU: Please consult tbe 
Rules. 

MR. SPEAKER: Don't misbehave. Plcuc 
sit down. 

SHRI S. KUNDU: Please don't mow me 
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that sort of teniper. I am agitating on my right. 
Yau are supposed to get an answer for the 
question put by me. That is the rule of 
procedure. Are you satisfied with the kind of 
answer given? I specifically asked him whether 
they got in touch with the Home Ministry or 
the Defence Ministry or the Defence Ministry 
or the Home Ministry which got, according to 
me, information on the 20th night, passed on 
that information to his Ministry ? 

MR. SPEAKER: What is the point of 
order involved jn it ? 

SHRI S. KUNDU : The point of order is 
tbat the answer is not relevant. 

MR. SPEAKER: If the answer is in one 
way or the other, what am I to do ? 

SHRI S. KUNDU: You are supposed to 
guard our rights and pull up the Minister for 
not giving precise answer. 

MR. SPEAKER I If you go on behaving 
in this way, I am very sorry. 

SHRI S. KUNDU: Should I take it that 
you are not going to ask the Minister to reply 
to my specific question? 

MR. SPEAKER: I am not going to do so. 

SHRI S. KUNDU: I walk out in protest 
as by this my rights in the Hou.. are being 
endangered. 

(Shri S. /lundu then Iif! the lIouse) 

MR. SPEAKER: It i. much better if you 
do it. 

'IT IIf1¥I ,,;fl _R : Of6Q'el 'l'i[T<:-Q", 

\i!iI" ~ arm~ Q8« ~T;ffif~ it IIi[ ~Tff 
8fT ;;JTlI f.r. ~T'l' fqf;r~l: lIr;ft liT~1i 

f"f;:r~ -qr;:rT ((iii ~ <:fl;',"~ it ~T q"i['1, 
~;;n:r~ mQ:ii an~ lir...:'l' rqr;rfn ...:;riliT 

q-CI T ;;ro; GI"IQ", ~;rif; ~'l' if lI~ Ofr ;;JTlI 

SrT~ f'l'~~l: it f'li 1;;«r ~3n Of1<: ~ 

'r~<ti~ ;r E\:T, arh ~ iir~ it~ mrTat 

~ iiffi <tiT ~r~, ro ~iliT f~r;rr ~r 
~ Qrfij<']" ~ ? ~« ~ it arrm ~~'f 
~ri[m ~ f<ti ;;Jii f<ti arrq-if; ~f~it "':1]" ~ 
<tiT ~ ...:f~<'IT f'l'''I" ~ f<ti srr~ fl'f~ 
<tiT ~fu"l"T fl'f"l""~ Ifr ij"T ~ fu'H~ ~!J 
<tiT, Ifl<r ~!J<tiT ~'flfiT ~<ti QTf!J<'T ~ ? 

MR. SPEAKER: There is unnecessary 
excitement over it. If the Minister gives a 
rC"ply and if there is any discrepancy, there u 
a regu1ar direction by the Speaker which is 
given. Under Direction No. 115, the Members 
can write to m~ and on that basiJ, if it is 
necessary, I can ask about it. It does involve 
any point of order in the House. He rose on 
a point of order. I invited his attention to 
Direction No. 115. He should have followed 
that procedure. It is so very bad that youngw-
ten who are much more enthusiastic are often 
ignoring the dignity and decorum of this 
House; I am reaJly very sorry that this hap-
pened .... 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: This i. a 
matter which was raised on the floor of the 
House even before. That tragedy occurred on 
the 20th. Was it in the knowledge of the 
Government? That was what he asked. The 
reply must be specific. 

'IT IIf1¥I 'AT WR: ar6 l1el l'f~~, 

CC(l'~ arrq; arri~ ~ CI1 irtI" ari {t ~ ... 
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8fCIfW ~trIf: ~ 'ffiT ;:r~ f~ ~ 
iIT(f If<: ft If!fT ~r~1T ~ f~ arrq- at~~ ~ 

~ 'Ilm-~ ~ I ;;r) iiTr(f ~~"'t IT~ '3"~~ lfiTt 
fmlfi<l~"'t ~) (f) ~ arr~"'t iT[(f WI" 
~~I 

SHRI HEM BARUA: I am very sorry 
that Mr. Kundu chose to walk out because the 
Minister did not reply to a question put by 
him •.•• 

MR. SPEAKER: That is not the way .•.. 

SHRI HEM BARUA: The Minister took 
2 days to broadcast this tragic news, whereas, 
the Member said, the Home Ministry and 
Defence Ministry got the news much earlier 
and so he wanted to know whether the Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Ministry contacted 
these Ministries or not. That was his question 
and there was no reply to that. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Hem Barua, you 
are an old Member of this House. Luckily, we, 
of the older generation, have come down from 
the district level and then the State level to 
this Parliament, but the youngsteR are much 
more lucky; they come direct to this Par-
liament. You are an old Member like 
myself. Can you quote to me any rule by 
which the Speaker can compel the Minister to 
give reply? May I ask you, can you quote 
any such rule, out of your experience of 15 or 
20 yean, 10 that I can be guided by that ? 

SHRI HEM BARUA: May I submit that 
the Minister has not given any reply to his 
question? 

MR. SPEAKER: Under Direction 115, 
he should write to me. I wiU take it up, if 
necessary. 

SHRI PILOO MODY: We cannot quote 
specific rules, but we can certainly quote lot of 

prececienq earlier on when the Speaker had 
pulled up a Minister for being evasive in his 
anawer. 

MR. SPEAKER: I can pull up after he 
writes to me under Direction 115. and I en-
trust the Minister to your care ; I know you 
are atrong enough to deal with him. 

"") srtmr m ~ : 8fCIf1H" ~. 
~;:r ~it it; q-i!~ arI\'<: arT" ~T ... ~ 
(f) ~ arrq-it; ~ f.rafq 1Ii"'t !lTTq-Ili) q~ 
fifflAT 'ifl!l:ifT ~ I arr'Jit fifufq ~ f~ 
'IT f~ ~;:rffi"<: ~ ~ cifl~ arrq; anT-C 
;:r~ il:)ITT I ~ fifuflf q'"( fq;"( ~ fifuflf 
if~r pr aft<: sr~)~<: 1IiT~ if ~e arrq; 
ani<: fq;<: ~ q~T I ... er);;rr ~ il:T(fT t f~ 
~) erl;:r ~ ~)~<: <:~ ~T t I 

MR. SPEAKER: There are no points of 
order during the Question Hour. and I told 
him that, but he walked out. 

SHRI PILOO MODY: But you heard 
him. 

MR. SPEAKER: He seems to be much 
more full of blood than we. 

'" srtmr .~ ~: ~ (fifi itU 
;;rrifllil<:"'t ~ ~a- n ~ ~ ~~if~ iii) 
~T gi e. arlifim"ltlfl it; {t srf(ffifflr 
f, ~~ ~TI'f ~ iII1 fif'llllfilf srfcyW .. 
~, ~f~i\" ~ q'J;! -ertll' t aTt<: tt~ 'U~ ertll' 
srf(fW" ~ if <:~r tift ;;rr;:r;:rr 
"l~ ~ IfVf" lf~ ~Ofl 8I'~ If 
irflliif ~~if; 'ifG~ it "lit ~ at'lf~lfr~, 
8I'~II"),r, ~U;;;;:r-'IlT~~ t f<'Tit q 
~ at'll" t. ifill illT'l"ltil f~'Ilr" ~!I" iii'll" 
it; ~ ifo't 51" ... if ~.~ ~ CITq'ifT IIiTf 
'U"'" !T{1f srf(ffil"f", ~ n if <:.~ ill' 
~~ ii f~ ~ ,~r t mf~ ~ 
~WiTi\"f1ni ? 
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~ ~-~ ;;n;r;rr ~T i Ai 
arrr__ ~ srfufirfi:l ~ ~arit ~ iIfT1fit>1 
t'AT ctT....irU arq;:rr ;;rl;r~ ~ f...- ~ 
arrq-...-, tni-a-,~ srfof.:rflr~, f;;r~ arrtAif 
~iI'~ qq~ ~ ~~T ~r--lflfT ~~ sr",,~ __ 
srftrf.:rf1il' lIif arrq 'li~-Z'~ ~,it __ ij'HfiI:l 

itf~~~~ ~? 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: SO far as ou!' cor-
respondents in that area are concerned, we 
have got one in Joshimath and another part-
time in Debra Dun. The first news did not 
come from any of our correspondent! but from 
PTI and UNI. Then, we got in touch with 
our Debra Dun correspondent. He had heard 
about it and he was trying to confirm it. He 
was actively at il. The Joshimalh man was 
able 10 lell u. only aft .. some lime, because he 
WBI not able 10 get their radio link to convey 
the information. 

~ regards the question of appointing more 
correspondents. at the moment. we have got 
188 correspondenlS parI-lime and who1e-lime 
in the whole country. But we arc trying now 
to work out the whole system in such a way 
that we have at least one per district in the 
whole of the country, and we are giving atten-
tion to this matter whether we should have 
more correspondents. 

SHRI N. K. P. SALVE: The Alakananda 
calamity is not a personal Bcandal of Shri 
Gujral ; therefore, it is very unfair to attribute 
motives that he was sitting On the news. But 
one thing is clear that this is a strategic a,."a 
whicb was disconnected for quite SOrne time. 
In view of this, may I know from the hon. 
Minister whether he considers that the means 
of communication or the Iystem of communi-
cations is unsatisfactory in that afra, and if 10, 

what steps are being taken to gear up the 
whole thing? 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: I may clarify one 
thing that whether it is a privale matter or 
public matter, I bave betler things to sit on 
than the DeWS. and no news was sat on. As 
lOOn as the news came, within a very reason-
able time it was put on the air. 

SHRI N. K. P. SALVE: I had actually 
praised him .... 

SHRI PILOO MODY I If be praises tbem, 
they will bite him. 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: SO far as tbe ques-
tion of communication links are concerned, 
the links generally are established keeping 
normal circllllUltances and conditions in view. 
But when a calamity of this order takes place 
and the telephone gets snapped and other 
means of communication get snapped, then ..•. 

SHRI HEM BARUA: Whal about wire-
less ? 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL I For some time, 
even the wirele.s link was not available, be-
cause the dimension of the problem was not 
realised. As I said earlier, looking at it in 
retrospect, we have learnt that the first news 
came to the UP Government late in the evening 
on the 21st, but unfortunately it was not made 
available tu us .. 

SHRI PILOO MODY: Because tbeir 
communication got snapped. 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: One point has 
been made which I would like to meet, namely 
whether we get in touch with Home or 
Defence Ministry. We can get in touch with 
the Defence Ministry or the Home Ministry 
only after we have some inkling of the news. 
It is not as a matter of routine that we rwh 
to the Home Ministry or the Defence Minis-
try and ask thom whether they have beard 
about the Alakananda tragedy. How do we 
know that anything has happenod there or not? 

SHRI PILOO MODY: They should have 
informed him. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS ,._ 

MR. SPEAKER: I cannot accommodate 
aU Ihe Members in one tum. It is very diffi-
cult, I know, to grab questions from them. 
Hon. Members may await their chance. 

.-it Ro 110 _ : ~, i(~ ~ t f,.; 
~e- Q;m'f 0'1> ~ ;;it~ (fII> 
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""~ ~f'lilfi" t am qR 1fT ~ ~ it; 
m' mm l!iT ~~GfT1{ t I tt"i ~ ij 
~r~~f~f~ it; ~ 10-20-50 m~lfttt"i 
~r'1 QHI' ~r iilm t I iii. f.ff~ ~~If 
~ ~ ~i!: f;rf~ Ii'ff" 'n: ~ 
~'Im t,~) iiI'~t iii) arrq ~r ~~~ 
~Ii'ff t, 'Om ~)" ilf,{T ~ 

f~<'I" iilr1ft t ? arlfl: lfil: ~;r.rr "il:l SIT( 
m om "tT arrt Ifiil'.ritz- arr'li ~lfr 
!fiT 1ft" ~"a~ ~~~;rr~ it ~T"!.~ ~ 
WarT, lfl!: ~t ~ il'~ t? "1fT lfi[ ~{t 
~ t f~ ,HI' ~,it it ;fZ-'iiI'<t arT'Ii 

mm f~~~ t, iiI"f.~ ~f~ t? 
SHRII. K. GUjRAL: So far as I know, 

it all broke down. I am not aware how many 
telephones arc there--I have never been to 
that area. 

SHRI B. P. MANDAL: I have been to 
that area last year in my car. 

~~ : ~ ~r iR'iI' if; 

iIl~ a) arTq"Ifi) ...... 

SHRI B. P. MANDAL, 258 kms. is the 
distance between Rishikesh and Badrinath and 
there are about 30 or 40 tdephoncs installed. 
Every telephone in .. allation haa a police con .. 
table. How do Government lay that they do 
not know? Is it not irresponsible on the part 
of Government to lay that they do not know' 

am 1!iT ~;rr * ~ ~ t f~ iiI'~t 
Ifi{\'if 5 0 ~<'I"r'IiT" t I 

.to ,{PI!1''' fq 
!til' Wrrtitz- t I 

having toured Ihat area C:Xle.wvely? After the 
Chinese aggraaion, the army is POited there 
and they are well.equipped with wireless. I 
fail to undentand why even through wireless 
the Central Government could not get the in-
formation about this tragedy which is of luch 
huge dimensions. If the information had come 
to the Home Ministry or the Defence Ministry, 
why W3I there is no communication between 
that Ministry and the Information Ministry? 
This reveals a very strange and very dangerous 
ltate of afl'ain. Suppose there i. aggression on 
that side. The Information Ministry will not 
know, because of this communication. gap. 

SHRI I. K. GUjRAL: I can only reply at 
the moment for my Miniltry. No information 
was given to US and I am not aware whether 
Defence or Home had the information. It il 
very difficult for me to say. If they had infor. 
mation, they did Dot pau it on to u •. 

SHRIMATI SUCHETA KRIPALANI: 
The Cabinet functioDl on a joiot respolllibility 
ba.i.. Is he complaining that each Ministry 
functions a. an independent entity? 

SHRI I. K. GUjRAL: The question BIked 
wa. when did I get information and when W3I 

it put on the air. I have indicated the time it 
was receoived in our Ministry and when it was 
put on the air. AI to when Defence and Home 
had infonnation, I am not aware. At least, 
they did not communicate that information to 
UI. 

SHRIMATl SUCHETA KRIPALANI: 
Since the Cabinet reshuffle, the eo tire intelli-
gence ageneiel of the variou. departments are 
under the Home Minister. h there 00 link 
between the Home Minister, who alao happen. 
to be the Prime Mini.ter, and the Informatioo 
Minilter? It is very easy to get the informa-
tion, but it is very .trange that this matter h .. 
been treated with .uch unconcern. 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: I do not know SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: Thi. incident took 
whether there are 49 or 51 telephonel. I have place before the reshu8le. 
never been to that area. 

SHRIMATI SUCHETA KRIPALANI: 
SHRIMATI SUCHETA KRIPALANI, He is givlDI wrons inrormation. 

Arising out of the anawer and the grave lIate of 
afl'ain diacloaed. may I oay that I am acquain. SHRI SHEO NARAIN, What reply u he 
ted with that area having lived there and giving, Sir ? 
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"" """"" u..mft ~~aT 
~u if w-ft ~f ~T ~i\ ~ ~~ ~ 
~;;rr.r.rT 'ifl'{!erT ~ fili ~ij"i!if ~iliT~ 

~liH If'll"r;;rq ~ 1n l!~ If'll"l~1f ~ f"~T 1fT 
;r~ ? ~~ anft er;ti qaT ;r~ I ~q'nI'(ff 

It~ if ~ ~a'''T tiT ~ aITl if'*" 
~ lI'~t q'~ iRfljf fili ~it 1fT<'!" i'ftv 
t ? ~ij' ~i'fT it "lmer "lT~ it; lfT'lI"f it 
aITl ~ ~ ~ij'it ~ R"f.(f(l it 
... (~) ... 

"" ~~ ~mq" f~~ ~ er;ti 

fri~ f~rtita-~, ~'tiT ~ij'IFT qaT ~ 

'" I .. (~) ... 

"" ~ mf ~ : ij'~;r 'tiT 
IIfIflliT1: t ~ij'iIi) '«TT ~rr;rT '(rf~~ I 

"" ~ ~ f~ : f;;rij' iller 'tiT 
'I'erT ;r ~ ~~it; f~~ "lTT i!i~ ~ f'fi ~1f'ti) 

'I'erT'IT? •• (~) ... 

MR. SPEAKER: He is reopon.ible for his 
Miniltry. 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: The HOUle 
i. entitle to know from this Government as a 
whole whether information was available with 
the Home Ministry or not. 

"" ~ "'~ f~ {!1f 'liji IFl 
• CI'f1l1t fili ~~f ~er rn ~ I 

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: I would like to 
know from the hon. Minister whether it is a 
facl-I speak lubject to correction-that the 
neWi about this great tragedy which took place 
in AJalmanda was announced by the Peking 
Radio and Radio Pakistan before it was an-
nounccd by the All India Radio. 

SURI I. K. GUJRAL: It is very IUrprl.-
ing that my hon. friend Ihould jump to thiB 
conclusion Itraightway that it wu announced 

earlier. 

SHRI S. M. BANERjEE: I laid subject to 
correction. 

SHRI I. K. GUjRAL: For instance, the 
BBC broadcast •••• 

AN HON. MEMBER: He is talking about 
Chinese and Pakistan Radios. 

SHRI I. K. GUjRAL: I was going to 
give detailed information, to tell them of all 
the importan t Radio net works. 

AN HON. MEMBER: We are interested. 

SHRI I. K. GUjRAL: If you are not in-
terested, in brief the statement made by my 

han. friend is incorrect. 

WRI'ITEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

"395. SHRI MANIBHAI J. PATEL: 
Will the Minister of FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE be plealed to statr : 

(a) whether it i. a fact that wreds are reI-
ponsible for cOJtluming soil nutrients to a large 
extent, thus cawing a considerable amount of 
10 .. of agricultural products; 

(b) if so, whether Government propose to 
take any sprcific steps to counter the menace of 
weeds; 

(c) whether Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research hal drawn any .pedal plan in thi • 
regard; and 

(d) if 10, thr details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND CO-
OPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB SHIN-
DE): (al Yes, Sir. 

(b) Research and demoDltration projects 
for methods of control of weed. bave been .up-
ported in many States by lCAR. The State 




