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Shri Govinda Menon: I did not say
‘that it wag being considered. When
the question was referred to, I said
that there was ng such obligation.

s AT At ¢ § ST
argar g f & awr A< faum e
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wfer ord i 9a & fore gl #4-
aif@dl &1 g FavH FTT 9597 &,
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Shri D. R. Chavan: As a matter of
facl, the question involves finance, If
elections are held on two different
dates, the expenditure that js likely
to be incurred will be much more
than the expenditure incurred when
the elections are held simultaneously
both for the Lok Sabha and the Le-
fislative Assemblies.

Price of Imported American Wheat

+
*903. Shri Madhu Limaye:
Shri S. M. Banerjee:

Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia;

Shri George Fernandes:

Will the Minister of Fooq and Agri-
culture be pleased to state:

(a) the C.LF. price of imported
American wheat and milo of different
grades|varieties in the different years
(average for each year) under PLA80
to-date; and

(b) the gelling prices in the differ-
ent urban and rural centres (selec-
tive basis) of this imported stuff at the
appropriate time?

The Ministey of State jn the Minis-

Development

Annasaheh Shinde): (a) A statement
is 12id on the table of the Sabha giv-
Ing the sverage C&F price of jmported
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wheat and milo for each year from
the year the PL480 imports commenec-
Fd up to the 31st May, 1987, [Placed
in Library. See No. LT-884/67]. Infor-
mation relating to C&F prices of
various grades and varieties of wheat
and milo is not maintained separately.

(b) A Statement is laid on the table
of the Sabha showing the issue prices
fixed by the Government of India from
time to time of wheat and milo im-
ported from all sources during the
above period. [Placed in Library. See
No. LT-884/67]. Imported foodgrains
are supplied to the State Governments
at this price who, in turn, supply
these foodgrains to the consumers after
adding their incidental costs. Infor-
mation about the selling prices in the
different urban and rural centreg for
imported foodgraing relating to the
above period are not, therefore, avail-
able with the Government of India.

Oral Angwers
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Shri Annasahib Shinde: If the hon.
Member would be satisfied, I have
gqt some additiona] information which
I shal] give. Of course, the figures are
State-wise: for instance, Andhra Pra-
desh, Rs. 62 is the issue price of wheat
for statutory rationing areas, while
it ig Rs. 56.79 to Rs. 56.93 for informal
rationing areas, plus 3-14 per cent
sales tax, incidental charges, margin
of profit of wholesalers and retailers
which varies from place to place; this
is ag on 9-1-1967. In Bihar the wheat
price is Rs. 60,30 and the price of
zpilo is Rs. 45.44 plug retailer’s margin
of Rs. 1.80 to Rs, 600 per quintal
keeping in view the distance from
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godown, local transport conditiong and
incidenta] charges. In Gujarat, the
price of wheat is Rs. 80 and the price
of milp i3 Rs, 45 In Haryana, the
price of wheat is Rs, 60. In Kerala, the
price of wheat ig Rs. 61 to Rs. 64 In
Madhya Pradesh, the price of wheat
is Rs. 61 and the price of milo is
Rs. 46. In Madras the price of wheat
ig Rs. 64 plus 1 per cent sales tax as
on 6-1-1967, and so on.

wtwg famd : & qreT STEAT
g v Far wefl wEiem #1 WA T A Y
qrenar g fF o7 avd & grow § fagre
FFEAATF GFAT A 65T F AT
709 wfa feat aF wadmy ig I
ar Trar? afy IawT e T § At
T AL H IR gEar fagre At
R T HT FATFTLATE FE 7
Shri Annasahib Shinde: As I have
already submitted, we are issuing to
al] States Governments wheat at a
price of Rs. 55 per quinta] and the
State Governments are expecteg to sell
to the consumers, Ag I have already
mentioned, the retailer's margin of
Rs. 1.80 to Rs. 6.00 per quinta] is

charged by the Bihar Government for
meeting the incidental expenditure.

it we forerdt ¢ foagre # AY wamEr
amEa?

Shri Annasahib Shinde: I ghall bring
this to the notice of the Bihar Gov-
ernment.

o va reR . wwREET ¥ 9 A
qrare fFaT oFTaT & A1 Y g% 6 F1-
GV Tt @A E, 99wl ¥
g # ot aEst #) fag @ ox
7 AT § 39 A w90 WA ghan g fr
X TETY gTX AT AT Afar Y 77
T N It ) K AR aew ¥
araar wrgan § fie framt = o T
o At § sz ureet wY forg am O
aweft & 97 F 1 R § W e
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oT AT AT @ g § Ia w0 g
& foq a1t & | oy e @,
wTg wwrsr A € ar qw ¥’
WWI“E}?

Shri Annasahib Shimde: It should be
our efforts to reduce the cost of dis-
tribution as far ag possible. Ag the
hon. Member might be aware, we are
not getting any profit. In fact, we are
subsidising very heavily the sales of
imported wheat. As far as the indi-
genous wheat js concerned, of course,
we are not gubsidising it and, as I
have already mentioned in the House,
the Government is seized of the pro-
blem as to how the cost of handling
by the Food Corporation can be
brought down,

Shri S. M. Banerjee: From the state-
ment it appears that upto the end of
1964, the price was Rs. 37.51 per
quintal. Then  from 15-11-1866 on-
wards, the price is Rs. 55 per quintal.
It appears that the price hag risen
from Rs. 3751 to Rs. 55 from 1964
to November 1886. I would like to
know whether this price is going to
affect the Government's subsidy plus
the retai]l price of wheat and if S0,
what steps have been taken to see
that the prices are not increased,

Shri Anmasahih Shinde: If I have
followed the hon. Member rightly, as
1 have already submitted, the econo-
mic cost of imported wheat is about
Rs. 68 and some naya Paise, while we
are issuing the wheat to the State
Governments at 5 price of Rs. 55 per
quintal. That means, we are incur-
ring. ...

Shri 8. M. Banerjee: My question
is this. Now the gelling price was
Rs. 37.51 per quintal upto 1964, Am T
correct? This is in his statement.
From Rs. 37.51 per quintal, it rose to
Rs. 55 per quintal from the 16th Nov-
ember, 1966. So, there is a huge gap.
1 would like to know the causes for
this. Did we get costly, wheat rotten
wheat from the USA, or was the price
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increased here, or did it increase aftet
devaluation?

Shri Annasahib Shinde: One of the
reasong for the increase in prices is
the upward tendency in the interna-
tional prices of foodgrains generally.
Moreover, as a result of devaluation,
there was g sharp rise in the price of
imported foodgrains. That wag the
main reason for the prices going up.

Mo T WA g : g -
®Y it F1 5w & e gfan & fed
uF a9 qv fa § wifs s & faw
UF 2 T@OE g 41, A q@ AT
swrdrT | Y 59w fw o "
AT Ay g AW <@ §, T SATET
W 9T W @i # 6w ) § fET
W § wgm f& @ Aw v A
qCF ¥ IT FT AXF qET AT wiwARA
faar 9@ | AT 4 9aTE @, 39 fad
q Fw |
Mr, Speaker:

Hour now,

Tlo TH HAEL  fgar : qg #19
1 ¥ &% fFar &, weOw WERET |

o & qw faw qF A wgRA
¥ o 3y o8 g & fe IR T
ey § i ® &, T dN
wrx few F1 A s & @ fr s
1966 F T 482 TO ITATA §— 1967
areT A WEE HENEEd & AR gET
t,wﬁﬁw%mm!——&mw’t
g wrar § faw &1 @@ 400 TOF
w19 O ¢ | @) w1 § 3O T IE
warer ¥ @Y | wewa & fr SR AW
¥ 3% wwas Trw Ty g AR
wdrET ¥ S FF T A/OOAE WA
g aw A T@EE ! o M
Ig e agt ¥ 1966 ¥ AW
e wmaraT  wg 55901 SEA 48
W 55 wuiy 7 4 fre W W 0¥

It is the Question
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araT § | 78 aga wiew §, Sew A
s WA #< fear Ay aa § awwar §
frag w% W ag I, £ 10, 15
ar 20 &% FFell &1 H=I< w1 ST § )
gw frew &1 Ag W s ¥ W@
¢ w1 98 X e feaw s ?

Shri Amnasahib Shinde: As far as
the prices of different grades of
wheat are concerned, naturally as in
our own couniry we have different
grades of the same grain, similarly
in other countries also there are
different grades of wheat. It is the
pooleq prices which have been men-
tioned here. Our Supply Mission issues
tender, and it is by the tender system
that purchases are made. I have not
been in a position to obtain the grade-
wise prices, because he guestion put
was different. We have given ‘he pool-
ed prices for the imported quantities.

sy wyg fw@ @ W 9T T 3
Hforz | w7 ag a1 5

“the ¢if. price of imported
American wheat and milo of diffe-
rent grades and varieties in the
different years.” )

Shri Annasahib Shinde: What 1 was
submitting wag this. The accounts
maintained here by the Food Depart-
ment are not maintained grade-wise.
All the wheat that 1s imported is
pooled, and the accounts are running
accounts. So, it has not been possible
for me to indicate the nature of the
accounts grade-wise,

As far as the gifferential is concern-
ed, for the information of Shri Lohia,
1 am sorry, Dr. Lohia....

¥t T wAYEE  wfgar : A IV
T8 | e o @ w, A o aw
m”r,snﬁmwmiflnﬁm
mﬂggfmwmmww
g ageEreY |
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Shri Annasahih Shinde: For the in-
formation of Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia,
I may say that sea freight which is
added to the purchase price is one of
the main components. The sea freight
comes to Rs. 10.68 per quinial. Then,
we have incidentals in India, that is,
handling at the port; then rail trans-
port comes in because we send the
foodgraing to the wvarious State Gov-
ernmentg at the destinations indicated
by them at the rail-heads, So, the rail
freight ig also included in that, It
comes to Rs. 9....

W KA A JA : FAOA TV 8,
TAA LT X |

it vy forwadr : form frew &1 i
g7

Shri Annasahib Shinde: I have al-
ready replied to that.

Mr. Speaker: He has already sald
that he does not have the separate
prices for the different grades. He has
already said that the prices given are
pooled prices.

o T wAET Wfgn o werw
WEYET, YHF AT FT T (6T I3
q¥T | qg HATA FT FAR g & G )
g T § e o Wi f fonry
& forg srara faar war @ w9ife i ST
e FNIFE A v aTAAT IR Y
AT W} 5 39 Fwatar A T w3
QL fr Bz A8 whEE @ =
ey & faar gwr § oEridw qatw
T WG e | X Hefos o,
T ot 7w g forer gun 8, wreh agt
F A A G WA A Ao W §
ag 15-20 & fret1 & fgama & &Y wwar
&1 o #E ST GEr w w7 A
o T fax w1 " Q@ § Afe
W & fat ¥ w2 ?

Shri Annasshib Shinde: I have
given the figures of the cost under
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different heads. It may be that the
hon. Members have different views as
to what should be the reasonable cost
As I have already mentioned our
effort has been to reduce the cost
There has been progressive decline in
the cost of handling during the last
few years. But it is a question of
opinion and the hon. Member may
have a different opinion about that.

WMo T WAL \ifgar : A s
e feemgy wemw AgET

Mr, Speaker: He has given all the
information he has.

o T wAge sifgr o ouw
werw APy, ¥ Aoy sgm,  frw
freter #T & qIe4T & YW IS0
g | ag sfaem w1 &, wfafrmw
& et faagw & 7@ 1 ag efow
7 5O § 1w ik A et §
48 &% felt W17 ag fawlt & 68 4R
freat Y Qg a7 & g9 T E 1 TG
faar &1 @ar & 4

Mr. Speaker: He has no jnlormation
now.

o T wANEY wifgar: ww &
AT § 4g IR g A e famr
qTCH T|aT A W9 qRE e,
@ T w o I Afew )

St W wRAN : wee TRy,
X ez weft Rm Ak W WA
2w gy &€ g & 9w 357, 359, 360,
375 ®9% & A v @ 99 W
IV FT A TR @ G 48 T frEw
@ oY g7 fiew & A9 12 v,
11 &qar savar dar aCET A foar §
qg @faa gar § | X9 A= wga A
wgr 3 fr g9 dar Wi YR v
amar § ot ag o SER W e @@
afewdt W4 ag A W@ guav AW
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Shri Annasahib Shinde: The total
figure is nol with me put the per
quintal figure of the loss incurreg by

the Central Government wag Re, 2.87
for 1960-61. For subsequent years it

was Rs. 2,87, 347, 512 and 8.11 upto’

31-12-1964. From 1-1-65 to 31-3-1963
there was a gain of Rs, 2.38 per quin-
tal. Again from 1-4-65 to 14.11-1963
the figure is Rs. 245 per guiptal. From
15-11-1965 to 31-3-1966 there j5 3 gain
of Rs. 446 per quintal. From 1-4-68
to 5-5-66 it was Rs. 4.56 loss, and
Rs. 16.65 per quintal wag the loss, ana
at present Rs, 11.46 is the per quintal
loss incurred by Government

Mr, Speaker: Next Question. Mr.

Banerjee.

Shri Kanwar Lal Gupta: This is &
very important question.

Mr. Speaker: 1 know, I have called
Mr. Banerjee,

Fertilizer Crisis in India

+
#904. Shri S. M. Banerjee:
Shri Madhu Limaye:
Shri Inder J. Malhotra:
Shrimati Sharda Mukerjee:

Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture pe pleased to state:

(a) what positive steps have been
taken to overcome the fertilizer crisis
in India;

(b) whether it is a fact that not
more than 50 per cent pf the expected
imported fertilizers has so far reached
India; and

(c) if so, the reason or the game?

The Minister of State, in the Mimis-
try of Food, Agriculture, Community
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Development ang Cooperation (Shri
Amnasahib Bhinde): (a) to (c). A state-
ment is 1aid on the Table of the Sabha.

Statement

There is no crisis in the supply
position of fertilisers. Adequate avail-
ability has been ensured to meet the
target of supplies laid down for the
year. It is, however, a fact that due
to delays arising out of factors beyond
our contro] such as non-availability of
vessels for Lifting of cargoes in time,
the recent closure of the Suez Canal
ang consequent diversion of shipments
via Cape of Good Hope involving
longer time in voyage, only 75 per cent
of the contracted quantities due for
deliveries uptg June, 1867 are estimat-
ed to have arrived. The backlog js ex-
pected to be cleared by the end of
July, 1967. This delay is not expected
to lead to any difficulties in supplies
to meet Kharif requirements ag the
States had adequate stocks on 1-4-1967.

Shri 8. M. Banerjee: From the state-
ment it is found that *here ;3 no crisis
in the supply position of fertillisers.
It adds:

“It is, however, a fact thal due
to delays arising out of factors
beyund our control such as non-
availability of vessels for lifting
of cargoes in time, the recent
closure of the Suez Canal...... ",

It has become a fashion in this House
to attribute everything lo the Suez
Canal, because I tabled the question
without knowing that there was going
to be a crisis, I sent it long ago. So,
1 would like to know whether the
erisis or non-availability of adequate
vessels existed even before this crisis,
and what was the reason for this non-
availability of vessels for lifting the
cargo in time.

Shri Annasahib Shinde: As I have
already mentioned in the statement,
the supply position is not very difficult
at all. In fact, the State Governments
have a carryover of 2.4 lakh tons of
nitrogen, which means 33 per cent of
the requirements, Thereafter: imports
are going on, but their has been a





