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SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI: Yes.

Conversion of Metre Gauge Line to Broad
Gaoge Line from New Cooch Bebar to
Bamanhat and Gitaldah (N. E. F. Rallway)

*692. SHRI B. K. DASCHOWDHURY:
Will the Minister of RAILWAY be pleased
to state:

(a) whether his Ministry will take up the
schemes in view of the great public demand,
to convert metre gauge line on the Mortheast
Frontier Railway from New Cooch Behar
to Bamanhat and Gitaldah to broad gauge
line;

(b) whether two new broad gauge lines
will be taken up to connect New Cooch
Behar and Hashimara, and New Cooch
Behar to Fakira Gram via Gulab Ganj; and

(c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI R. L.
CHATURVEDI): (a) and (b). No, Sir.

(c) Due to paucity of funds and lack of
traffic justification the suggested conversions/
new lines cannot be considered at present.

SHRI B. K. DASCHOWDHURY: Sir,
the hon. Minister has stated that due to
paucity of funds and lack of traffic justifi-
cation, the suggested lines cannot be taken
up. 1can understand the question of paucity
of funds. But what he means by lack of
traffic justification I cannot understand.
These are contradictory. Let the hon. Minis-
ter come straight and say, whether it is due to
paucity of funds or lack of traffic justifi-
cation.

Sir, I would like to submit to the hon.
Minister, through you, the statement of the
West Bengal Government that was submitted
to the Fifth Finance Commission which I
quote: .

“The total agricultural income in the
Cooch Behar district, according to 1962-
63 statistics, is Rs, 20.22 crores.”

A to the market value, it
will be lbwl Rs. 35 crores to Rs. 40 crores.
Agriculture is the main source of livelihood
of the people in this district and & substantial
portion of agricultural produce are the two
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main cash crops of jute and tobacco. The
line runs from New Cooch Behar to Baman-
hat and Gitaldah, as mentioned in the Ques-
tion, upto the East Pakistan border. The-
main cash crops of jute and tobacco are pro-
duced here. Unless the hon. Railway Minis-
ter offers certain facilities to poor agricultural
producers in the locality to tranship their
produce to better markets, how can these
poor people carn their livelihood ? The hon.
Minister says that there is lack of traffic
justification. I would like to know from the
hon. Minister whether he is prepared to have
a survey, whether there is really traffic justi-
fication or not.

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI: He has
made two points, The hon. Member gave
his own statistics, submitted by the West
Bengal Government. But lel mc give my
figures. About this Alipur Duar-Cooch
Behar-Bamanhat Section for which conver-
sion is suggested, the present carrying capacity
is 11 trains, cach way, per day. It is 53 KMs
long. Now, actually, what we are carrying
is, 3 passenger trains per day and 0.8 goods
train per day, that is, a total of 3.8 per day.
On this basis, 1 would humbly say that there
is no justification.

Another point is about the Golakganj
line for which the hon. Member has sug-
gested conversion. There, the carrying
capacity is eleven trains per day. Actually,
2 passenger trains run per day 0.7 goods
train per day, that is a total of 2.7 per day.
It is 47 KMs long. With the existing traffic,
it is obvious, that there is hardly any justi-
fication for conversion or any construction,
apart from the paucity of funds.

SHRI B. K. DASCHOWDHURY: The
argument given by the hon. Minister is not
correct. Unless there are railway lines, how
can there be traffic justification? How can
traffic justification come up? We have seen
many cases there is lines are being converted
from metre-gauge to broad-gauge even with-
out proper justification. Unless there are
lines in between Mew Cooch Behar to Fakira
Gram via Gulak Ganj and from New Cooch
Behar to Hashi , the g of traffic
justification cannot arise even. The hon.
Minister, in his Budget Speech, has said that
in the Fourth Plan, 750 route KMs, are
intended to be ted from metre-gauge
to broad-gauge and, again, about the pew
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lines, 800 K Ms pre intended to be constructed
in the Fourth Plan,

MR. SPEAKER: 1 do not want any
debate on this. Please put your question.

SHRI B. K. DASCHOWDHURY: Yes.
kindly give me a minute only. Because of
these metre-gauge lines running between New
Cooch Behar to Bamanhat and Gitaldah,
the jute and tobacco growers in the district
are finding it very difficult to transport their
produce. They are sending their produce
through road carriers, on trucks. If this line
is converted into broad-gauge, it will justfy
traffic. T would request the hon. Minister to
make a survey and come with proper statis-
tics whether it is justified or not.

SHRI R. L. CHATURYEDI: As I have
already pointed out, the present line capacity
is 11 trains per day and, even if that is not
justified, how will it be possible for us to
convert it? [ fully share the sentiments ex-
pressed by the hon, Member. If he could give
some better figures, better performance,
naturally we will consider it.

SHRI R, K. AMIN: This is a very broad
question which everybody in every State is
facing, that is, the conversion of narrow-
gauge into broad-gauge. The Ministcer has
stated that there is paucity of funds and that,
whenever it is possible, it will be done. Tnstcad
of that, will he kindly give us definite guide-
lines for the conversion of narrow-guage lines
into broad-gauge and pur them before the
House?

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI: I am sure,
the hon. Member must have gone through
the Report of the Uneconomic Branch Lines
Committee, that all the narrow-guage lines
are being classified as uneconomic. That
Report is under consideration. We have
gone a step further. In his Budget Speech,
the hon. Railway Minister, has announced
the survey of certain lines also. So, wc are
fully seized of the matter. 1 fully appreciate
the importance of even the existing narrow-
gauge lines. All these things are under active
consideration.

SHRIMATI JYOTSNA CHANDA: May
I know from the hon. Minister whether the
Governmeat propose to any of the
metre-gange lines of the N.F. Railway in tho
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Fourth Plan and, if so, what are those lines?

MR. SPEAKER: You are widening the
scope of this Question which relates to a
particular area.

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI: It has
already been explained during the reply on
the General Budgcet that we are actively con-

sidering the conversion of the line from
Bongaigaon to Gauhati.
SHRI HEM BARUA: It has been said

on the floor of the House that it will be ex-
tended upto Dibrugarh.

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI: That line
is separate.

o ot qwTe aqnlt : faat g
g4t 39 £7 A § ITF AT AT /T
ATE T FIAV EIT T HTCOT AT HY AgA
T AT § W1 OF TH g A ¥ qrAr
qrE 7 g1 19 & AT ®Y garr @y
g afaq & s srgar g e wifew gfe-
HIT & HATHT T G F g fozwior ot
AT F AW EATE 7 gfe vEAT @
A1 fgw f@ mTgat w1 owre @ §
ofcafda #7471 w9%T IRT § W
fadfy 2 H ?

MR. SPEAKER: That does not arise
out of the Question. This is about Railway
Line from New Cooch Behar. That is not
relevant.

cagTfi
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SHRI J. AHMED: Dhubri in Assam was
the biggest jute exporting centre of Assam
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before partition and 30 lakhs maunds of jute
used to be transported from Dhubri Centre
only. Now the business people are finding
great difficulty to transport jute through the:
metre gauge due to paucity of accommoda-
tion in the Metre-gauge line. They are now
carrying the jute thnough trucks from Dhubri
to Cooch Behar to book it in the broadgauge
line, May I request the Minister to give
serious  consideration about connecting
Dhubri to Cooch Behar by a broad-gauge
line immediately?

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI:
a suggestion for consideration,

That is

SHR1 ). M. BISWAS: A Committee was
appointed with Mr. Chaturvedi as Chair-
man to convert unremunerative metre gauge
and narrow gauge lines to broad gauge. We
have seen the recommendation of the Com-
mittee., T want to know from the Minister
about the fate of the recommendation made
by that Committee, to convert narrow gauge
line to broad gauge line particularly with
reference to Purulia Kotsella narrow-gauge
line.

SHRTR. L. CHATURVEDI: The Minis-
ter has already said and explained this point
very amply. For the information of the hon.
Member I may just point out that Purulia
Kotsella has been ordered for a survey.

st @R Wl W AZRT 7
qH 99 & SO A A1 77 F F ww
fag amwETe AR faarese AT 1
e 7T AT 79 F 37 g ama £ gfer
¥ BT E FFAT R | F AAAT ATEATE
& gt agg & oY & sfegre aw ot
e = g, fom® @90 ¥ geew A
w9 Wt wTw § T 6 qaud WA H
& sreEree faan 9, W@ w9 IEw oY
AT A F agwT Y Hrfworww 37 ?

MR. SPEAKER: I am sorry that this
question is not relevant to the main ques-
tion. Very often, Ministers object on the
grounds of irrelevancy. But T find on this
occasion the hon. Minister is cager to answer
the question. 1 leave it to the Member and
the Ministor, and they may decide betweon
themselves
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i Qga W wgdar: T T
Ffege a4 g1 @ & W Fa1 95w F
ST FT &, TART WA HYC AT T g @Y
& W wdY a% feg aft w0

MR. SPEAKER: The main question re-
lates to a particular line, and 1 have been
saying that the supplementary question should
be relevant to the main question. But I find
that the hon. Minister is all the time ready
with information on all the railway lines.

= fir rome . 7 qET IHTARW
F1 fagaeefen g 1 ot gag Tarvag
gRgad QN ag, aAAF FIAFE AT
H 38 naAne & fenree Far I97 740
g TR AT gae Fo arfedt = 74T @
&, T =TMo T gww fag WA A @
&, 1R ot gATAT @ g1 1w A A
fafreee & 1 ag gwdr 75T W &
& #ifE g =T 2 U F AT 9T
Tay § | F2f9F T wrh o &, WY
T ¥ @Tie AT o T GET ATEA
FT I ATET FAAT FAT ACGC | F
STAAT FTEAT § % g8 ®W Fw aw 7
gramam ? § gas Ffwfae same Fmgan
g (s@aum) ag IO 941 gaT® 1 /A
¢ at e T RTTH THo fro FTAAA
TITEIE | A3 T FT T AT 90767,
aoRr agi i A w A5 g ?

MR. SPEAKER: This question is not
relevant. .

Indo-Ceylon Rallway gn-omhaﬁna Committee

*693. SHRI N. R. LASKAR:
SHRI CHENGALRAYA NAIDU:
SHRI SAMINATHAN:
SHRI DHANDAPANI:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Indo-Ceylon
Railway Co-ordinating Committee had a
meeting in Ceylon on smoothening the
working of Railway and ferry boat servioes
between]the two countries;





