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anxiety expressed by hon’ble Members in their
question, however, Government believe that
the present policy of developing our scientific
and technological capability in expanding
our programme for the peaceful uses of
atomic energy is in the best overall interest
of the nation. In this matter, as in others,
Government keep their policy under constant
review taking inco account the needs of our
national defence and security.
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Naclear Non-Proliferation Treaty

*75. SHRI M. L. SONDHI : Will the
Minister of EXTERMNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state :

(a) whether there are differences in the
approach of India aod the Super Powers to
the question of non-proliferation of nuclear
weapons ;

(b) what is Government’s evalvation of
the nuclear doctrines revealed at the SALT
talks in Helsinki and elsewhere ; and

{c) whether Government is satisfied with
the existing balance of mutual responsi-
bilities and obligations between India and
the Nuclear Powers ?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI DINESH SINGH) : Yes,
Sir. Government's views on this matter are
well known.

(b) The Strategic Arms Limitation Talks
held between the officials of the Govern-
ments of the United States and the Soviet
Union in Helsinki in November/December,
1969 are bilateral and secret. The objective
of the talks is to explore possibilities of
limiting the nuclear first-strike capacity of
the super-powers, the motive being to stabi-
lise the existing balance of the nuclear
armoury between the two powers which, it
is hoped, would be a preventive measyre
against nuclear war. Government is not
aware of the details of the discussions held
at Helsinki.

(c) No, Sir. Government have been in
favour of a simultaneous horizontal as well
as vertical nonm-proliferation of nuclear
weapons, the ultimate objective being geoeral
and complete disarmament. The present
stock-piling of nuclear weapons by the nu-
clear weapon states nurtores the arms race
which constitutes a threat to world peace.





