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{a) whether it is a fact that preference
is given to those students of India for the
admission in the University of Moscow
who are members of Indo-Soviet Friendship
Socicty; and

(b) if so, the rcasons thercfor ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHIRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH): (a)
and (b). The information is being collected
and will be placed on the Table of the House.

Trade with Taiwan and South Korea

*1453. SHR]1 BALRA) MADHOK : Will
the Minister of FOREIGN TRADE be
pleased to state :

(a) whether it is fact that India’s trade
with Taiwan and South Korea has registered
a sharp increase recently:

(b) whether it is also a fact that there is
scope of further increase of trade with these
countries if political rclationship of these
countries with India is improved and certain
existing barriers are removed: and

(c) if so, the steps being taken 10 remove
such barriers particularly in regard 10 Tai-
wan 7

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FORLIGN TRADE
(SHRI RAM SEWAK) : (a) There has
been a significant increase particularly in
exports to these two countries.

(b) and (c). With the Republic of Korea,
India has Consular and trade relations.
There are no restrictions on trade between
the two countries beyond those in force
for foreign trade in general.

In so far as trade with Taiwan is con-
cerned there are no special restrictions on
trade between parties in India and Taiwan.

Power Supply in Rural Areas of West Bengal
under Rural Electrification Scheme

*1454. SHRI B. K. DASCHOWDHURY :
Will the Minister of IRRIGATION AND
POWER be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government have any scheme
to arrange for the power supply in the rural
areas of West Bengal under the Rural Flec-
trification Scheme and more particularly
in the Cooch Behar District for irrigation
purposes;
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(b) whether Government propose 1o
consider the priority of non-irrigated area
for installing small thermal projects to
foster irrigation schemes;

(c) whether Government propose to make
arrangements for power and  irrigation
thereafter  through energised forms for
tobacco growing arecas in Cooch Behar
District in Wesl Bengal; and

(d) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION
AND POWER (DR. K. L. RAO) : (a) The
Rural Electrification Scheme submitted
by the West Hengal State Electricity Board
for implementation during the Fourth
Five Year Plan, out of the State Plan outlay,
envisages the clectrification of 1500 villages
and energisation of about 10,100 tubewells/
pumpsels in different districts of the State,
This programme provides for electrification
of 31 willages in the District of Cooch
Behar. In addition to the State Plan
outlay, the Rural Electrification Corpora-
tion would be providing financial assistance
to the West Bengal State  Electricity Board
and other Siate Electricity Boards in the
country for rural electrification schemes,

(b) to fd). The State authorities have
been  requesied 1o prepare  co-ordinated
programmes for cnergisation of wells in
the various districts of the State including
drought affected areas and in districts
{including Cooch Behar) in North Bengal
where there is scope for utilisation of
ground-water resources.  Measures would
be taken to provide adequate power supply
for the implementation of this programme.
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