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Thursday, March 5, 1970 Phalguna 14, 1891
(Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the Clock.
[MB. SPEAKER in the Chair]
Member Swomn

SHRI SARDAR AMJAD ALI (Basirhat
—West Bengal).

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

All India Man Power Service to Assess
Man-Power Situation

*241. SHR1 VALMIK] CHOUDHARY :
Will the Minister of LABOUR AND
REHABILITATION be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government propose to
create an All India Manpower Service to
assess continuously the man-power situation
in the country and to make effective ad-

- justments between demand and supyly of
man-power ; and

(b) if not, how the essemtial statistics in
this regard are being collected und how an
effective co-ordination is being maiotained 7

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR AND
REHABILITATION (SHRI D. SANIJiV-
AYYA) : (a) No.

(b) The statistics relating to supply and
demand of manpower are being collected
through the National Employment Service
and the necessary coordination among the
concerned agencics is effected through the
Directorate General of Employment and
Trainipg in the Department of Labour and
Employment.

ot aredltat Wie : adwEw e gk
FFIL FT 3G FI g & TG FAT AT §
fr a1aq afw w waifag w@ € s
FIWT A § 1 gawi # wEaiy 6 @y
g1 wdia gar § f+ gardt saafs w afy
fear @ ¥ gwwrc wand Wy Ro ¥
Fgdt gt avard § WA gT W
W w & fag oF wan afew el adf
gar @y § 7 ¥ ag o waar sugar ) e
2zrdY gt ¥ vy afen & IvaqiT ¥ fag
YY) q-gdfa dvorT F wgT AW FEIET
AT G E ?

SHR! D, SANNVAYYA : This matter
was contidired by the National Commission
on Labour snd they have observed that it

15 nov possible to do it 1 may quate their
observation : -

“We have to consider the practical
difficulties of sustaining an all-Indla
service with all the complications it
may create in the new political con-
text which is likely to cootinue in
future, All things considered, we do
not favour the creation of a separate
service.'”

Therefore, we do not propose to Fave it,
Import of Edible Olds -

+

SHRI MAYAVAN :

SHRI NARAYANAN :

SHRI DHANDAPANI :

SHRI CHENGALRAYA
NAIDU :

SHRI SAMINATHAN :

*242.

Will the Minister of FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE be pleased 1o state :

(a; whether it is a fact that despite
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better than average oil seed crops this vyear,
India's imports of edible oils will be a
record one ;

(b) if so, whether soyabean oil imports
from USA will be of the order of 172,000
tonnes, whereas previous highest imports of
all the edible olls were 112,000 tonnes in
1967-1968;

(c) whether it is also a fact that a
supply of 25,000 tonnes of rapeseeds has
been secured from Canada and also from
Russia ;

(d) if so, the total amount to be spent
on import of edible oils during 1970 ; and

(¢) what steps are being taken to
improve production of Soyabean in the
country ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB
SHINDE) : () Import of edible oils is
being arranged baving due regurd to the
indigenous production and the anticipated
demand during the year.

(b} So far, the import of about 52,000
tonnes of soyabean oil has been arranged
during 1970. The feasibility of oblainiog
additional supplies is being explored.

(c) The import of 25,000 tonnmes of
rapeseed from Canada has been arranged.
About 5,000 tonnes of sunflower oil have
been imported from the U.SSR. during
1970.

(d) The cost of the imports during
1970 so far arranged is estimated at
Rs. 15.2 crores, c.i.f.

(¢) Production programmes developed
so far have covered an area of about
10,000 acres and yielded a total quantity
of 2,065 tonnes of soybean during 1969-70,
of which 500 tonnes have been reserved for
seed multiplication. The programme for
1970-71, both for seed-multiplication and
commercial use, has $Been chalked out in
consultation with the State Governments
participating in this project,
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SHRI MAYAVAN : India bas impor(-
ed 2559 million pounds of soyabean oil
from US.A. during 1968-69. It is about
409, of the total exporis of soybean oil
from USA. Should we import so much
when there are substitutes available in
India ? What is the expenditure involved
in terms of forcign exchange for this import
alone ?

SHR] ANNASAHIB SHINDE : During
the year 1969 the quantities "of soyabean oil
that were imported were 1,12.000 tonnes.
This import has to be resorted to because
the prices of edible oils were going up in
the country and the consumers’ interests
were being adversely affected. As is welle
known, the groundout crop and other oil
seed crops had a set back last year because
of failure of rainfall in certain groundout

-~ growing areas and as the output of oil

seeds and groundnuts was less, naturally the
availability of edible oils was also less in the
country. Therefore the Government had
to supplement the programme by imports.

_.SHRI MAYAVAN ; Was this import
of soyabean oil under PL-480 scheme ?
Secondly what are the functions of the
Indian Plant Introduciion Service ?

SHRI ANNASAINIB SHINDE : The
soyabean oil imported from USA was under
PL-480 agrecement.  Regarding the second
question, 1 will require notice.

SHRI DHANDAPANI : The University
of lllinois, USA, Jawaharlal Nehru Agri-
culture University and USAID signed an
agreement in 1967 to develop the soyabean
as a new protein food source in India,
What are the attempts made to improve the
crop cultivation and the production of
edible oils in India ? What are the areas
suitable to cultivate this crop ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : The
soyabean crop has been introduced in our
country for the first time on quite a big
scale and the Pantnagar Agricultural
University and the Jawabarlal Nehru
Agricultural  University,  Jabalpur have
lately taken to this, Formerly, the soyabean
crop was grown in the Himalayan ranges,
Mowit- was found that it can be grown in
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large parts of our country. Therefore, we
are trying to make as much seeds available
os possible so that a large acreage may be
sown with soyabean,

SHRI DHANDAPANI ; My friend,
Shri Mayavan, spoke of the Indian Plant
Introduction Scrvice. What are the func-
tions of this service in relation to soyabean
cultivations ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : As I
have alrcady submitied, I will require
notice of this question.

SHRI SAMINATHAN : May 1 knmow
from the hon. Mirister as 1o what the total
area of plantation . “oyabeans in Indlais ?

SHR1 ANNASAh.d4 SHINDE : Last
year it was about 10,000 acres.
SHRI RANGA : Does not the need

that the Government found for importiog
on such a large scale edible cils from other
countries, speak of the failure of their
policy in regard to production of edible
oils in our country and their plans in regard
to that 7 In view of the fact that during
the last 3 to 4 years there has been a com-
plaint about the fall in the prices of
groundout not only because of over-pro-
duction but because of the wrong price
policies pursued by the Government in
regard to controls, what s it that the
Govsrnment want (o do in order to encou-
rage oil sced production in the country
and to ensure & minimum price for the
oil seeds and at the same time help the
producers of groundnut sceds to produce
soyabean wherever it is possible ?

SHRI ANNASAHIR SHINDE : | quite
appreciate the hon. Member's  anxiety
because it is true that the oilsceds production
and again the production of groundnuts has
out been ncreasing as per cur @y pectations.
So this naturally deserves cunstaut attention
from the Research Organisations, from
extension wings and the State Governments
and therefore Government has taken up
some positive steps. Coordinated research
work has been underiaken for developing
pnew strains and high-yiclding strains of the
oilseeds. Then agaio, in addition to that,
we are Lrying to introduce new types of
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oilseeds in this country like soyabean and
sunflower because sunflower was tradi-
tionally grown in this country and perhaps
with the introduction of new strains it may
be possible to have coordinated production
in our country, As far as price aspect is
concerncd, in this matter, my Ministry
was of the view that something has tv be
done in regard to the fixation of the mini-
mum prices, And therefore, we referred
this question to the Agricultural Prices
Commission. The expert body has advised
the Government of India that it would not
be desirable to fix up the minimum price of
groundnuts.

SHRI RANGA : In the light of this
experience what do you do ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : | quite
sec your point. At the most 1 can say
that we can re-examine the matter. And,
as far as marketing is concerned, the
element of speculation has to be eliminated.
Government is takiog some steps in that
direction.

SHRI AMRIT NAHATA : The Minister
told us that due to failure of monsoon
rains in some groundout growing areas the
crop was comparatively less, Even then
may I know as to why it is that at the
harvesting time prices crashed down to
defraud the farmers 7 Now despite massive
import of edible oils, how is it that prices
of edible oils are shooting up 7 What {t is
that the Government proposes to do, to
bring down the prices of vegetable oils 7

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : Sir, as
| have already mentioned, the element of
speculation plays quite a considerable role
in this ; and therefore, Government is
thinking of taking some positive steps,
Government are giving constant attention
to this aspect, It is also under the consi-
deration of the Government of India
whether some buffer stocks should be
constituted so that it will be a bealthy check
on the trend of prices prevailing in the
country. As far as the importing of oilseeds
is concerned, certainly the Government of
India is taking a number of measures, As
far as the prices of Vanaspatl aro concerned,
we have gono Into the matter and we have
referred this to the Tarif Commission.
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Bus since the case is filed againsi Govern-
ment in a High Court, this matter is sub-

Judice, 1 do not want to go into the
matter as this stage. -
SHR1I MANUBHALI PATEL: It is

surprising that we are importing edible oils

and oilseeds in the country. We were
exporting groundout oil  last year. We
exported 300 tons of that quaiity. | would

like to know as to what is the total quantity
this.year. Have we exported or not ? Are
there any exports in this item ? That is one
thing 1 would like to know. Regarding the
import of soyabean has it come to the
notice of the Government that African
countries, especially Uganda, have offered
some very good conditions at much cheaper
rate than what we are importing today ?
So, regarding the import of Soyabean from
Uganda and the quamiity of oil we are
exporting from India I want to know the
answef.

SHR1 ANNASAHIB SHINDE : At
least to my knowledge it is not the policy
of the Government of India to expori
clible oilseeds. Only some sample consign-
ments have been cxported. It has been
polnted out that the Government's gencral
approach is this that so long as shortage
prevails in the country we should not export
edible oil from out of the country. About
the import of soyabean, as I have submitted,
we arc exploring the possibility of importing
various oils from the US.A_, Canada and
U,S.5.R. But many of these things are under
some credit arrangements ewc, So far as
the USA is concerned it is under PL-480.
About Canada, it is under some long-term
credit ariangement, The hon. Members
are aware of the difliculiies of foicign cx-
change aod if we will bave to pay in hard
currency for forcign exchange, naturally,
Government has 1o take a view whether
imports from particular countries would be
desirable or not.

SHR1 MANUBHAI

PATEL :
from Uganda has come.

Offer

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDF : We
will examine that,

MR, SPEAKER :
examination please.

No question of cross
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it g wer wgura - & s o
") 7177 @ wAar agw g ol ow
a9 F a0 # FEN g7 fF du ¥ wgm
AT gafq FT @rE, sEd Fror
A & qm wd A E, i asag
a31q fagd giv & qE) & 931 @ @,
M FA-FF @ FEEE ey Y 39
wEI WA & QFY & fag 7 gau
FTEAUIE Y o o A9 fam &
fas=lt, et Aawst Wi awwl @ fadw
& ¥ Iy fwar qrar §, W GTEA
ag 3a% faq @It AR ¥ Ing s @
g M FwaFd 71 Ifam aw R wh
faw aTETT 891 ST &T W ? WA
& g4 007 @ o@E 1 ar g
g #1 qfF 9@ aw A QM qax aF

fagg agl %9 Tar fAmy @@ww
Fur ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : 1 bave
already replicd to the points raised by the
hon. Member while replying to the supple-
mentary questions out by other hon. Mem-
bers,

Al gFH WY wGATW ;. AX ST W
3aT gl faary fagy s-6 @i & ag
A1 IZ @I, T A GEIT AT Y
AFA F fg saraar 3ag feg §, ag
#ar garer g, ¥ v Foguee
€ 3ma Ag f5q § 1 XAr wF F ¥Aw
#gA &1 g &7 @r

SHRI V. KRISHNAMOORTHI : Due
10 the massive import of soyabean as well
as sunfiower oil from Russia and other
countries, the production of oilseeds in this
country has gone down; not only has the
production gone down, but cven the incen-
tive to the farmers has gone down. [ hope
the hon., Minister will appreciate the neces-
sity of maintaining the production by giving
support (o the price, for otherwise, It will
go down. 1 want (o invite the attention ef
the hon, Minister to the fact that wvery
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recently, the Canadian Government bave
offered about Rs. 75 crores to the farmers
to destroy 1he wheat ctop in order 10 main-
tain the quantum of production by giving
price support. Unless the hon. Minisier
takes such steps in this country..,

SHRI SEZHIYAN : Not to destroy,

SHR1 V. KRISHNAMOORTHY :,..and
stops theimport of soyabean as well as sun-
flower oil from other countries, the pro-
duction of oilseeds in this couniry will not
go up. May 1 know from the hon. Minister
whether he will ponder over this ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: As for
the immediate stopping of imports, 1 do not
think that it would be desirable because it
will have very serious consequences on the
pice level of oils in  our country,
As regards the steps to be taken to pro-
tect the interest of the farmer, while replo-
ing to the supplementary question put by
Shri Ranga. 1 have already said that
Government will re-examine this question,

SHRI V. KRISHNAMOORTHI: The

imporis should be stopped.

sit s Marw @ng : meas wgiey, §
w41 Ag1zg & Jraa Agar § 5 qEl &
AT INERT T MT IEF AT W@ E, 99
¥1 2@ gu 41-ud 480 & g gfusr
¥ 1970-71 F meada fgaar s@dla
qmy F1 famag FT g e 7 wav ol
a% 39 Qe A8t faar & +Y az F9 A%
F@ & fa9rT & AT fgaar @adA
qnid &1 fgarg 2 7

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDI: A« forthe
immediate import programme, | have alr¢ady
given the figures in the repiy 1o the mam
quesiion.

oft oft e w1y : 1970-71 & faaq
#ry o1 faerc g ?
SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDF : | bave

mentioned the figure also in the main
answer.
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ot T 5% arey ;. § SAAr Sigar
§ frals ad & o1 fad & @y &1 &
qTUr A1 @r g am qlx g wufwr &
LT AAT IAUAT aFA ATE AT AT
gt ot <@ & 7 W qgat A W@ & ar
g1 &3 guidt &1 § wraar-zg faeear
@1 MATF FJGAT T G FAF 7 Q9
g war ? T g & am WY §% 3§ &Y
DEFEarEd?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDI; For the

information of the hon,  Member, | niay
give the figures in regard w  the  imporis

during the last lew  years; they were as
follows:

1965 54,600 lonnes

1960 31,000 "

1907 57,000 "

19648 68,000 "

1 have already mentioned the figure for 1969
In 1970, so [lar, we have imporied about
52,000 wonnes,  Measures are being taken
10 ¢nceurage production of cilseeds in  the
country and | have alrendy explained the
position,

SHRL K. LAKKAPIPA : This is a very
important guestion.  The import of ollseeds
in our counuy has been going on for a very
long time, and it bas brought down  the
he-peur aru preshge of our countty. Recently,
I had vecasion o meet the ECA, FL people
wutking a1 Bungkok, and 1 addressed a
neecting also there, and 1 got this informa-
tion ftrom the Research Wing working
there,

| gasiare wrww ; adlad SIge 8
56w g7aw az 1€ g A ¥ qrave-az
IqAA 17 F fAg 70 Jax §, Afex
Far arat £fa ¥ 09T wradg gt oy
AT Fgr ¢ fe w1IvE-az 1T wzA
areq foeq &1 FF0 (998 QIIve-AT &1
Feaqrew apA & Ay Aml e pifey
faw ) & sraar wigar § fe fafaeee agee
wy wyw foew &0 fal dw & swmo
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e dar @ o swa-da S faw
!

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : While
replying to the supplementary question put
by Shri Ranga. 1 had already explained that
we would re-examine the question,

SHRI TULSHIDAS JADHAV: What
about fixation of minimum prices ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDL; The Ag-
ricultural prices Commission had advised us
against the fixation of minimum prices,
but 1 have already said that we shall again
refer the matter to them for further exami-
nation.

st wgow fog widl @ am @z A
g fr gaX 2l ¥ aarda 1 ¥ @
forq oY onat & fF sast @ 7 OAEH
gerad afy gAT @RS S127 F1ar g AT
iE-Mesz & qaw § a9 faaar § 7 afz
g, @ war gag ¢ fE gE wEORET N
s ¥ Dar-fT adad £ mTE ag
a1 W N FWERE AE ¥ AN
Ay & fan ezt @g Ag) *v v @
g7 d= ¥ fay a@a ImA # frana
Y quat ag @r 1gr E—KAFT AIF qTH
sqr A g ?

MR. SPEAKER: What have those meet-
ings to do with the question here T

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: There is a
research wing, working there in the ECAFE
organisation. One of the Mysore members
attached to that organisation who 15 explor-
ing the possibilities of developing oilseeds
production in all under developed countries
told me that there was ample scope to deve-
lop oilseeds production in this country
rather than in any other country. That
Resoarch Wing has apprised the Goverament
of India of this position, but the Govern-
ment of India have not responded properly
and even the Planning Commission jhas not
responded. May 1 know whether the
Government of India will in comsultation
with the research wing explore the possibi-

MARCH 35, 1570

Oral Answers 12

lity of developing oilseeds production in
this country and also advise the Plaoning
Commission accordingly?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE ; We wel-
come constructive suggestions for improving
the production of oilseeds in our country.
An I have already submiticd, 2 number of
sieps are being taken, and we would very
much appreriaie the support of the House
and the hon. Member to see that my Minis-
try gets more funds from the Finance Mnisi-
try and thy Planning Commission for resea-
rch and production plans in regard 1o oil-
sceds,

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : The
Government of India are well aware of the
importance of taking up the large-scale pro-
duction of soyabean in our couniry. Recen-
tly, at the iniliative of the Paninagar Agri-
cultural University and with the co-operat®n
of my Ministry, a seminar was organised
on the development of processing indusiries
based on soyabean. We understand that
the protein content of soyabcan is much
higher as compared to that of wheat, It is
not five times, but nt least it is thrice that
of wheat,

st Ao fRg W vd § Tt
¥ qasred | med Al A @1 @ g Ad)y
Fanr

SHR1 ANNASAHIB SHINDE : We are
takiog positive steps Lo popularise and enco-
urage the production of soyabean in our
country and we are hopeful of going
ahead,

o RYSTETE /AT qar A "Gz
F aaaar fs &= #1 fagia adf frar
Fat & wfFw wfgad & arae §
fasrar faata faar rar 21 & saar smgan
¢ fs afg a5 feaar fawrr frafa fear
IMTE ! FEI—-UW GEET & TEAA
faga #' &gl 9x uweq ¥
SA1ET 349 § | W FEAT & GEAA TEET
wuel 9T TOAT fvw vaX & fad v
uTT ¥ AOETT w1 ok Gl d P



13 Oral Answers
SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : 1 have
bro adly mentioned that the Government of
India are not exporting edible oils or groun-
dout. [ will require notice as to the export
of the particular commodity he mentioned.

About cocouragement (o farmers for
production of oilseeds, I have alrendy explai-
ned the position in detail.

SHRIMATI SUSELLA GOPALAN @ Is
it a fact that Government are reluctant to
stop the impart of soya beans because it is
tied up with PL 480 and they want to serve

the interests of the industrialists to the
detriment of the farmers and the common
people of the country?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : | have

cxplained that soya beans are being imported
because there has been some shortage of
edible oils in our country. In order to

supplement the available supply, we have
taken this step.
In rep'y to an carlier question, | have

already said that it is being imported under
the PL 450 czgreement.  We are also impo.t-
ing from Canada and USSR, und not only
from the USA. There are not many count-
ries whivh cen offer surplus  edible oils for
export.

Fall in the off-take of Fertilisers

*243. SHRIMATI SHARDA MU-
KERJEE : Will the Mipister of FOOD
AND AGRICULTURE be pleased to state :

(a) whether it 15 a fact that the off-take
of fertilisers from the State Trading Cor-
poration is sluggish and the stocks are
lying piled up with them;

(b) the resons for such sluggish off-
take ; and

(c) what measures have been adopled 1o
clear the accumulated stocks and future
imports against contracis already entered
into ?

THE MINISTER OF STATL IN THL
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & CO-
OPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB
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SHINDE) : a) to ¢}, A Statement 15 laid
on the Table of the Sabha.

Statement

a) The State Trading Corporation
(oow Minerals and Metals Trading Corpo-
ration of India) imports fertilisers on
bebalf of the Ministry of Agriculture from
Rupee payment countries like USSR.,
Poland, German Democratic Republic and
others. Regarding the nitrogenous fertili-
sers handled by them, they act only as
purchasing agents and these are passed on
to the Central Fertiliser Pool for distribu-
tion to the States. Regarding potassic
fertilisers, they not only handle them, but
also distribute them through their agents,
the Indian Potash Supply Agency. The
off-take of Muriate of Potash from the
State Trading Corporation has gone up
from 1.49 lakh tonnes in the period between
April, 1968 to January, 1969 to 1.67 lakh
tonnes in  the corresponding period of
1969-70,  White this off-take in 1969-70 has
been less than planned, it is not a fact that
the stocks are piling up.  The stocks, in
fact, arc gradually coming down,

b} und c'. The main reason for the
lower off-take has been the disinclination of
the farmers 10 apply potash in recommend-
ed doses since its application does not
immediately show results but only improves
the quality of the grain and makes it
more resistant (o diseases. Since greater
effort is needed to convince the farmers of
its utility, the State Tradiog Corporation’s
investment over promotional measures has
been stepped up in 1969-70.  Another
reason for the comparatively low off-take
has been the prevalence of different prices
for potassic fertilisers sold by the S8.T.C.
and by the Central Fertiliser Pool. This
bas been remedied by unifying both the
sources of potash supply and also pres.rib-
ing uniform all-lndia prices.

The ST.C. had a stock of 1.28 lakh
tonnes of Muriate of Potash on January 31,
1970 valued at Rs. 4.54 crores. Currently,
the rejuirements of all kinds of fertilisers
are being reviewed with the States and
mapufactures. However, the requiremeat
of Potash for the year 1970.7i has been
teniatively assessed at 4,580,000 tonnes in





