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ready within one or two months. After
the estimate is ready, how long will the
Government take to sanction it, and how
long will it take to complete the pro-
ject?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: The
Port Trust authorities of Calcutta are
supposed to prepare this estimate, and
naturally as soon as they submit their
estimale, it will be sanclioned and I do
not think there will be delay in sanc-
tioning the project, because we are our-
selves anxious to see that fishing har-
bours are dveloped on the eastern coast
including West Bengal.

SHRI CHENGALRAYA NAIDU:
May I know from the Minister whether
they are going to undertake any such
project near Nellore District at Srihari-
kota?

SHR1I ANNASAHIB SHINDE : Ma
1 seek your protection? I have
sympathy for him, and I can only say
that if minor harbour projects are sub-
mitted by the Andhra Government, we
will consider them sympathetically be-
cause 100 per cent assistance goes from
the Centre for the development of
minor harbours.
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Scarcity of Vanaspati Ghee in Delhi

*755. SHRI MANIBHALI J. PATEL :
SHRI DEVINDER SINGH
GARCHA :
SHRI VALMIKI CHOU-
DHARY :
SHRI N. R. DEOGHARE:

Will the Minister of FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government are aware of
the scarcity of Vanaspati in Delhi ;

(b) if so, whether Government have
ascertained the reasons therefor ; and

(c) whether Government have taken
up the matter with the mills of the
vanaspati to improve the supply position
of vanaspati in the Capitalgp

THE MINISTER OF* STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVE-
LOPMENT AND COOPERATION
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(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE): (a)
Yes, Sir. .

(b) The scarcity is understood to be
due to the curtailment of production by
some of the factories for varying periods’
during March due to rising oil prices.

(c) The matter has been discussed
with the representatives of the industry
and it is expected that the supply posi-
:ion will be normalised in e near
uture.

Mortgage of Children for Paddy in
* Assam

*756. SHRI R. K. BIRLA : Will the
Minister of FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that there is
an acute shortage of foodgrains in cer-
tain parts of Assam ;

(b) whether it is a fact that distressed
persons either have sold or mortgaged'
their children for some paddy in the
month of February this year;

(c) if so, the number of such cases
during the last three months; and

(d) what steps have been taken by
Government to meet the shortage of food
in that State?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT AND COOPERATION (SHRI
ANNASAHIB SHINDE) : (a) So far as
Government are aware, the fi posi-
tion in Assam is quite satisfactory.

(b) The State Government have re-
ported that they have no knowledge of
any such happening.

(c) and (d). Do not arise.
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Propaganda Materials Circulated by
USSR and USA to Indian Dailies and
Weeklies

*759, SHRI SAMAR GUHA : Will
the Minister of INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING AND COMMUNI-
CATIONS be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that U.S.S.R.
and U.S.A, circulate regular propaganda
materials to different dailies and weeklies;

(b) if so, the names of the dailies
and weeklies which received and printed
such propaganda materials ; and

(c) the amount paid for printing such
propaganda materials?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING AND 1IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNI-
CATIONS (SHRI I. K. GUIRAL): (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) Foreign missions are not required
to submit to the Government of India
the names of newspapers to which they
send their publicity material.

(c) This Ministry are not aware of
payments made to Indian newspapers by
foreign missions for publishing press
releases. But the foreign missions do
buy advertisement space in Indian news-

papers for publicity campaigns.
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Suggestions by British Economist oa
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*760. SHRI N. R. LASKAR: Will
the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that Sir John
Hicks, a renowed British economist has
stressed the need for big organisational
efforts to make small farming successful
in the country;

(b) if so, the other points made by
him in address during the three day
Seminar ;

(c) whether he has stated that the
land reforms, even if they are completed,
would not alone solve the problem; and

(d) whether Government have exa-
mined his suggestions?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY. DEVE-
LOPMENT AND COOPERATION
(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE) : (a) to
(d). The recommendations of the Semi-
nar held by Indian Social Institute, a
non-official organisation, on ‘Challenge
of Poverty in India’ have not been re-
ceived by the Government so far. Hence
it is not possible to indicate the specific
suggestions made at the Seminar and the
reactions of the Government thereon.

W of Central Fisheries
inding up Corpo-

*761. SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA :
Will the Minister of FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state :

(a) whether it has been decided to
wind up the Central Fisheries Corpora-
tion, Ltd. Howrah on the plea of losses ;

(b) if so, whether it is also a fact that
the Corporation actually never took up
various activities, viz., deep-sea fishing,
installation of plants for cold storage,
curing and canning of fish, which were
proclaimed as its objectives in the Me-
morandum of Association ;

(c) whether, any efforts were made to
maintain and expand the Corporation’s
activities in co-operation with the West
Bengal State- Government ; and

(d) in the event of the Corporation’s
closure, what alternative arrangements





