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3. The objective of the schems: is to
bring about self-sufficienty in respe:st of
extra-long staple cotton by covering an
area of 5 lakh acres in five years with esti-
mated production of about 4 lakh bales.

(c) The schemes in Living examined.
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Will the Minister of FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state 1

(a) whether there has been a massive
slump in the rate of fertiliser consumption
since 10 per cent excise duty was imposed
on fertiliser in the current year’s budget ;

(b) if so, what are thc reasons therc-
for ; and

(c) whether in view of the steep fall in
the consumption of fertiliser his Ministry
would recommend withdrawal of levy on
fertilisers ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB
SHINDE) : (a) No, Sir. The estimates of
consumption made by the States indicate
that an incrcase of about 12.5 per cent in
fertillser consumption is expected during
this year’s Kharif over that of last year.
However, the rate of incrcase in consump-

tion of fertiliscrs has bcen lower than
planned.
(b) and (c). Do not arise.
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