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with  Dussehra
occasions,
parties.

celebrations or other
You tell me about the political

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT : I will find out.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA : I want to know
whether the Gove nment have made any
assessment into the working of the Coffee
Board. Recently, the Coffee Board supplied
sandwitches and coffce free worth Rs. 45,000
to the A.I.C.C. session held in Bangalore ..
(Interruptions).

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT : No, no.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA : The Minister
said that it is only a promotional activity.
May I know whether the Government will
accept the principle of giving a directive to
the Coffee Board to help other political
parties also to have their conferences
and supply coffee free in these conferences ?
(Interruptions).

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT : I am told the
money spent over that occassion was about
Rs. 9000 and not Rs. 45000 as the hon.
Member said. (/nterruptions.)
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SHRI A, SREEDHARAN :  Ours is a
poor country : you cannot justify even this
much amount.

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT : | have not
made any comment. 1 have only corrected
the hon. Member.  Since this question has
been noised. 1 am prepared to consider
whether the Coffee Board should make
arrangements at political meetings in future.

Supply of Railway Wagons, Conches and
Equipment to Sudanese Government
4
SHRIMATI ILA PALCHOU-
DHURI :
SHRI CHENGALRAYA NAIDU*
SHRI N. R. LASKAR :
SHRI R. BARUA :
Will the Minister of FOREGIN TRADE
be pleased to state :
(a) whether it is a fact that Government
of Sudan have recently placed ap order for
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the supply by India of various kinds of rail-
way wagons, coaches and equipment ; and

(b) if so, the details of the order placed
together with the terms and conditions on
which the order has been accepted ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE (SHRI
CHOWDHARY RAM SEWAK) : (a) Yes,
Sir.

(b) 120 covered wagous, 43 coaching
underframes and 3000 automatic couplers on
usual terms and conditions.

SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH What are
the ‘usual terms and conditions’ ?
SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOK : Is this

the way that the House should be ticated ?
There is a specific question as to what are
the terms and conditions. s this the answer
to be given to that ?

SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH : He must
have explained the terms and conditions.

THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN TRADE
(SHRI B. R. BHAGAT) : They arc matters
of detail. In supplementaries they can ask
about those.

SHR1 BAL RAJ MADHOK : When
vou do not answer the main question, what
will you reply to supplementaries ?

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT : Coverd wagons
120--price Rs. 75 lakhs approximately ;
coaching underframes 43—price Rs. 'S5 lakhs;
automatic couplers 100—price Rs. 2 lakhs ;
au omatic couplers of diflerent varieties 2,900

price Rs. 33 lakhs, The payment is to be
made in free foreign exchange and the letter
of credit is to be opened. Transaction for
about a crore of rupees between the STC and
the Government of Sudan is 10 be financed
by the World Bank credit, and the contract
was secured through tenders.

If these details are provided, the answer
would be very long and that is why it was
not done,

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE :
could have been attached.

A statement

SHRIMATI ILA PALCHOUDHURI :
The Minister of Communications of Sudan.
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Mr. Mahomoud Haseeb, came to India and
visited all our factories in Chittaranjan,
Varanasi and Perambur. He also visited
some of the private institutions that manu-
facture coaches. 1 would like to know how
much of this order has been placed in the
private sector and how much in the public
sector. Has any order been placed in the
private sector ?

SHRI CHOWDHARY RAM SEWAK :
Orders for Rs. 75 lakhs plus Rs 2 lakhs j.¢.
77 lakhs automatic couplers and covered
wagons—are placed with the STC and the
rest with private parties.

SHRI N. R. LASKAR : Itis a good
trend that we are exporting Rail wagons etc.
to various countries, may 1 know whethe.
our industry is geared up so that we could
meet all our export demands ?

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT : Yes, Sir. As 1
have said, we are exporting to a number of
countries. The capacity is there, We have
the capacity to meet our internal demand as
well as the increased international demand.

SHRI R. BARUA : It appears from the
information received, though not officially,
that Russia is offering much more price for
such wagons to other countries than what it
is doing to India. Our wagon industry and
the wagon manufacturers are in a soup. So
long they were under the hope that they
would be manufacturing wegons for a big
supply to Russia, but that has receded very
far. May 1 know whether the supply of
wagons to Sudan is also going to be on a
long term basis and whether other sources or
other areas can also be exploited for the
purpose of encouraging wagon manufacturers?

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: It isnota
specific contract. Sir, it is not a long-term
contract.

SHRI E. K. NAYANAR : It has been
reported in the newspapers that the Govern-
ment has been giving 200, subsidy to all
other countries except the Soviet Uuion with
regard to wagon deals. May I know whether
the Government is giving the 209, subsidy
regarding this Sudan deal also ?

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT : The export
assistance is given to the industry as a whole
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and it applies to all exports from the

industry.

SHRI E. K. NAYANAR : Regarding
the Soviet deal, Government i< not giving
209, subsidy which it is giving to other
countries. I want to know whether the
Government is giving the subsidy regarding
wagon deals with the Soviet Union also ?

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT : We do not
give any subsidy as such. We call it export
assistance to held the industry enable to
export. This assistance is available to all
wagon manufacturers who enter into export
agreement irrespective of whatever country to
which they export.

SHRI R. BARUA : Is it the declared
policy of the Government to give subsidy to
such industries ?

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: We do not
give subsidy. That word we should give up.

SHRI UMANATH : It is promotional

assistance.
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SHRI S. KUNDU : For the last two
years thc wagon manufacturning industry,
particularly, in the castern part of this
country, particularly in Calcutta, is facing a
crisis becauee the Railways are not pr¢ared
to buy the rated capacity of manufactuic of
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this industry. Can the Minister say how
much of the wagons which we are exporting
have been given to the industries located in
the eastern part of India ?

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT : As I said, it is
true that sometime back the wagon industry,
particularly in the eastern region and near
about Calcutta and other places, was faced
with large unutilised capacity and they have
got the orders, but it is difficult for me to
give the precise number of wagons unless I
get prior notice.
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SHRI S. M. BANERIJEE : Sir, 1 would
supplement the question of my friend, Shri
Kundu. When there was a recession in the
country, espccially in the engineering trade,
there were a lot of wagon manufacturers
whose entire capacity became idle. 1 would
like to know whether there is any improve-
ment after the export of wagons to Sudan
and other conntrics, and, if so, to what
extent the employment potential has increased
and whether those workers who were declared
surplus, have been taken back. Has any
assessment been made to that effect ?

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT : I think, Sir,
that estimate can be given, if I get notice.
It is a large question. It is the Ministry of
Industrial Development which is primarily
concerned. We are concerned only with the
export aspect. The fact is that although
they are not working to their full capacity—
in cach case it varies from industry to
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industry—the utilisation of capacity has gone
up and if we get some orders, suppose we
get the Russian order, we will not only be
working to full capacity, but we will have to
create new capacity.

SHRI S. KUNDU : The question is:
where theie is capacity, orders arc not given
and new capacitics are bcing created. Will
the hon. Minister kindly look into this
problem ? For, it is a very serious one,
because thousands of workers are being
retrenched.

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT : No new capaci-
ties are being created.
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Expansion of Industrial Units
+
SHRI VASUDEVAN NAIR :
SHRI YOGENDRA SHARMA :
SHRI C. JANARDHANAN :

Will the Minister of FOREIGN TRADE
be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government have decided to
allow expansion of 40 Industrial Units to
enable them to cxport their goods to foreign
countries ; and
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