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Demand by West Bengal Government
for Greater Say in Broadcasts
from Calcutta Station

*685. SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA:
Will the Minister of INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING AND COM-
MUNICATIONS be pleased to stato :

(a) whether the Wost Bengal Govern-
ment have demanded greater say in the
drawing up of programmes and
patter. of broadeasts from Caleutta
Statior of the All India Radio ; and

(b) if so, Centre’s attitude thereon ?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING AND IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI 1. K. GUJRAL) : (a)
The Minister of Information & Pu-
blic Relations, Governmont of West
Bengal, bad, in the course of his dis-
cussions with Minister of Information
& Broodcasting and Communications
suggested. that the Programme Advi-
sory Committee attached to Calcutta
Station of A.LR. should be constituted
in consultation with the State Goverr-
ment and that this Committce should be
responsible for planning of programmes.

(b) the existing arrangements are
fairly adequate for ensuring that State
Government’s point of view on pro-
gramme pattern of AIR stations ir
their respostive States will rocoive due
considere tion. Ministers of Information/
Publicity of State Governments will be
Chairmen of the Programme Advisory
Committeos in their respective States.
Arrangements have also toen made
at departmental levols so that AIR
can give the nccessary spoken word
support to the development program-
mes of State Governments. However,
the views of all State Governments will

also be taken into  consideration
whenever necessary.
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