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Shri Tennet! Viswanatham: Talking
" about the extension of television faci-
lities, the hon. Minister mentioned

some centres; he has not mentioned
Hyderabad. Is it deliberate?

Shri Bhanu Prakash Singh: The
other stations which arc under consi-
deration are: Bombay, Calcutta, Mad-
ras and Kanpur. To begin with, I
shall pass on the hon. Member’s sug-
gestion to the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting to keep Hyderabad
also in mind.
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The Minister of Rallways (Shri C, M.
‘Poonacha): (a) No Sir. .

(b) Does not arise.
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Shri C. M. Poonacha: We have to
provide what we call the basic
facilities at all the railway sta-
tions and then special amenities also
are to be provided. So far as the
basic ities are d
all the stations in the Northeastern
Railway have been fully served. So
far as the special amenities are con-
cerned, we have now been spend-
ing  progressively & much larger
percentage in this area to bring the

tandards of ti ilable in that
sector as comparable as possible wit
other areas.
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Shri C. M. Poonacha: In fact, a little
more is being spent; nothing less.
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shrf C. M. Poonacha: There are the
Jassenger ameniiles committces at-
tached to every railway, and we gene-
rally go by their recommendstions.
They are continuously at this ques-
tion of removing to the maximum
extent the incon i to p
gers and improving the amenities;
they are permanent bodies which are
continuously advising, anq with their
advice we have been spending the
‘money; if I can give some figures,
during the three Plan periods, we
have spent aboui Rs. 42 crores on
passenger amenities and in this
sector alone it is nearly Rs. 3 crores;
that is as high a figure as 11 per cent.
During the year 1986-87 and 1987-68;
‘we have ....

Shri E. K. Nayanar: Let us know
the specific facilities wi‘ch are given;
not the amount.

Mr, Speaker:
question.

Let him answer that

Shrl C. M. Poonacha: Here is a big
iist; T would plac2 it oa the Table of
the House for :!s informotion. I do
not think I have enough time to read
it out.
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Shrl C. M. Poonacha: Attention is
also being given to the catering side
a3 well as the amenities side.
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Shri C. M. Poonacha: We have gs
many as 618 stations in this railway.
If the hon. member puts a specific
question. I will try to coilect the in-
formation,

Shri M. Y. Saleem: In view of the
fact that sleeping a dation is
not available i second class in all the
railways, is the Government thinking
of introduci lecping d
tion for second class passengers in all
the reilways?

Shri C. M. Pooaacha: The hon, mem-
ber would be knowing that sccond
class passengers are entitled only o
sitting  accommodation. To the

tent possibl ing berths are
available, but they are all subject
to the number of passengers travell-
ing on a particular day in a particular
train with second-class tickets.
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" 8kei ©. M. Poonacha: This relates to
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another station Samastipur. If a sepa-
rate question is put, I will try to col-
lect the intormation.
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Shri C. M. Poonacha: It is a ques-
tion of extending the train. It does
not come under this—"

Shri A. B] Vajpayee: Is it not a fact
that many rallway stations in the
Northern Railway do not have any
waiting hall and if so, does the hon.
minister regard the construction of a
waiting hall a basic amenity or not?

Shrt C. M. Poonacha: The basic
itles are ated. Waiting
rooms come under special amenities.
1 have a list of such amenities. If the
hon. member, wants any information
with regard to any particular station,
1 am prepared to furnish it.

Shri A. B. Vajpayee: I am a mem.

g in view the number
of passengers at every point.

Shri 8. Kandappan: The whole trou-
ble with t,hese rulway nmeniuu—
basic or special—is that the
provided on paper are not apparent
on the platformm. 1 would like to
know what effective steps Govern-
ment propose to take to see that the
amenities are available in practice? |

Shri C. M. Poonacha: We have a
programme to provide the amenities
in all statiops. In the ntire railway
system we have abowp 7000 and pdd
stations. In about 56 stations we
have been able to provide amenilies
on a progressive programme. That -
being done and further more is likely
to be done. I do not know what parti-
cular question he is askinw.

Shri 8. Kandappan: 1 can give ins-
tances. There are taps and fans that
are not running. latrinus which are
not cleaned, ete. Small things like
that are not attended to. What steps
do they propose to take to rectify
these things?

Mr. Speaker: That is the duty of
the railway employees. What action
is taken against them?

Shri 8, Kand Nobody attend.
to these complaints, .

8Shri C. M. Poonacha: This refers to

ber of the Railway Users’ Coasul ve
Committee attached to this railway.
I know in many railway stations there
is no place for the passengers to sit
or wait during the summer.

Shri C. M. Poonacha: If he can kind-
ly point out any particular stations, I
will certainly have the matter exa-
mined and see what best could be
done.

" Mr. Speaker: He himself has said
that it is is not a basic amenity.

Shri C. M. Foonacha: This does aot
come under baszic amenities. but under
special amenities which are made

the maint of cleanliness in run-
ning trains. We have made enough
arrangements for that and they a
constanily being supervised by a set
of officers. The best under the cir-
cumstances could be done. Here, we
alsp seek the cooperation of the tra-
velling public.

Shri B. R. Kavade: Is it a fact that
passenger traing run late because pre-
ference is given to goods trains; if so,
may I know what steps are bemuy
taken to see that passonger trains run
in right time?

shrl C. M. Poonacha: Nomully.
every p ger train has p
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goods trains, but for operational rea-
sons and othey difficulties it may be
that some passenger trains might have
been helped up in some section or
other.

Shri Jyotirmoy Basu: Will the hon.
Minister toll us what percentage of
annual revenue at a particular station
is allotted to be spent on passenger
amenities at that station?

Shri C. M. Poonacha: This goes ac-
cording to a programme of meeting
the requirements. Wherever ameni-
ties are not available more amount
should be spent. Such of the areas as
do enjoy certain amenities would not
be getting that priority. That is to
say, it is not done percentage-wise but
according to needs and requirements.

Shri Jyotirmoy Basu; So it is done
arbitrarily.

Shri A. V. Patil: Do Government
id t in K da as
an amenity to passengers at stations

where the laguage is not known?

shri C. M. P ha: This Questi
refers to North-Eastern Railways.
The hon. Member is referring to some
other railway.

Shri Dattatraya Kunte: What is the
method of gauging the necessity for
specialeamenities?

Shri C. M. Poonacha: As I have sub-
mitted earlier, there is a Commitiee.
They make recommendations and on
the basis of such recommendations
programmes of work are undertaken.

Shri Dattatraya Kunte: Is the Com-
mittee given any guidance with regard
to ing of the ity for special
amenities?

Some hon. Members rose—

Mr. Speaker: Shri M. R. Krishna.

Shri M. R, Erishna: May I know
whether under ‘special amenities’
water is a'so one of the items? May
I also know whether the Railway
Bogrd bas decided upon any time

e
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limit within which you will be able
to provide water in all the third-class
compartments in the entire railways?

Shri C. M. P ha: This it;
is a basic amenity. I wonder whether
the hon. Member is asking about
drinking water?

Shri M. R. Krishna: Yes.

Shri C M. Poonacha: Drinking water
arrangements are made at every sta-
tion.

Shri 8. Kundu: Is the hon. Minister
aware that the students who take to
travel have to face g lot of trouble at
big stations where they have to wait
for hours together to catch the next
train? There theses students and also
third class passengers face a lot
of difficulties for want of good
lavatory and bathrooms arrangements
and also cheap canteens. I would like
to know whethar the -hon. Minister
would consider the suggestion that in
all big stations more lavatories, more
bathroom facilities and subsidised can-
teens for students and the youth of
this country have to be provided with-
in a course of about ones year?

Shri C. M. Poonacha: We would
keep this sugegstion in view and tak-
ing into deration the
available we will try to do our best.
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