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Statement

LA In Asia, too, we sce conflicts
which have presisted from the days of
founding of this greit Organisation. I am
referring speci‘ically to Viztnam and to
West Asia,

““There has bzen no lack of appreciation
of a desire to achieve peace in Viztnam,
But to what extent has this d:sire bzen
translated into action ? Tae stoppage of U.S.
bombing DRVN has enabled talks to
take place in Paris to find p:zacefual
solution, The noxt  steps have now to
be taken. All parties to this dispue
agree that the: peolps ol Vietnam should
be left free to determine their owa
destiny, and no one seems to hold a brief
for keeping foreign forces in that land. The
first step to be taken is the imm:diate
cessation of hostilities. Thereafter nzcessary
arrangem:nts hav: to be maide for the
withdrawal of foreiga troops to enable the
people of Vietnam to decide their future
free from foreign interference. This process
can be carrixd out effectively only if
arrangem:nts which inspire th: confidence
of all parties concerned can be established.
The first step would, therefore, be to have
a Governmeant which is adequately represen-
tative to commaiand the confidence and
support of all sections of the people. Such
a Government would be ina position in
Vietnam to supervise the withdrawal of
foreign forces and prepire for holding of fair
elections. To- facilitate this process for
bringing p:ace in Vietnam the international
community should pledge its full-co-opera-
tion and support...”

Handloom Industry in Eastern U.P.

*384, SHRI SARJOO PANDEY 1
SHRI JAGESHWAR YADAYV :
SHRI ISHAQ SAMBHALI :

Will the Minister of FOREIGN TRADE
be pleased to state @

(a) whether the handloom {ndustry in
Eastern U.P. is In a crisis due to high prices
of yarn;

(b)  whether a Kanpur industrialist
who has the monopoly in supply of yarn in
the area, had arbitrarily raised the price of
yarn by 25 per cent;
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() whether more than 35,000 looms
are lying idle intwo districts in Eastern
U.P. during the last.two months;

(d) whether the centre have received
any represeatation from the handloom
weavers in this connection; and

(e) if so, the steps taken to help the
handloom industry in Eastern U.P. ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE (SHRI
CHOWDHARY RAM SEWAK) 1 (a)
Though there has been a rise in the prices
of staple fibre yarn in Eastern U, P.,
Government are not aware of any crisis
faced by the handloom industry in that area.

(b) The retall prices of staple fibre yar
of amill in Eastern U P., which supplies "
portion of the staple fibre yarn, consume?
in th: area, increased by 257, in the currend
year, but recently the prices have shown at
declining trend.

(c) No such information has been
received.
(d) No, Sir.

(e) Efforts are being made to persuade
the industry to reduce the prices.

Non-Delivery of Letter to Madam Svetlana’s
Children by an Indian Diplomat

SHRI KIKAR SINGH :

SHRI S. KUNDU :

SHRI P. M. MEHTA :

SHRI GUNANAND
THAKUR :

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA ;

SHRI P. N. SOLANKI ;

SHRI D. R, PARMAR

SHRI YASHPAL SINGH :

SHRI A. SREEDHARAN

SHRI CHANDRIKA
PRASAD :

SHRI DEVAN SEN 1

*385.

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL

AFFAIRS be pleased to state i

(a) whether Government’s attention
has been drawn to the News Papers Reports
that ‘The Indian Diplomat offered to deliver
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the psrsonal letter of Madam Svetlana, of
U.S S.R. to her children through the Indian
Ambassador in Moscow’;

(b) whether {tis also a fact that the
same was not declivered as stated above to
the children;

(¢) If so, the reasons therefor; and

(d) the reaction in the foreign countries
thereof ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNRL AFFAIRS
(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH): (a)
Yes, Sir. Government has seen such reports
but there is no truth in them.

(b) to (d). Do not arise.

India’s Balance of Trade and Balance
of Payments

*386, SHRI P.C. ADICHAN i Will
the Minister of FOREIGN TRADE be
pleased to state 3

(a) what was India’s balance of trade
and balance of payments during the year
1968-69 and at the end of June and
September, 1969;

(b) whether it has becn favourable as
compared to previous years; and

(c) if not, the reasons therefor ?

THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN
TRADE (SHRI B. R. BHAGAT): (a)
According to the latest published figures
India’s net balance of payments on current
account showed a deficit of Rs, 319.4 crores
during April-December 1968 as against a
deficit of Rs. 625,5 crores during the same
period of 1967.

India’s trade deficit in 1968-69 was Rs.
501.6 crores as against Rs. 808.9 crores in
1967-68. It was Rs. 4.9 crores in April—
June 1969 as against Rs. 229.8 crores in
April—Jupe 1968 and Rs. 75,1 crores In
April —September 1969 as against Rs. 302.2
crores in April-September 1968,

(¢) It will thus be seen that there has
been considerable improvement both in the
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balance of payments and balance of trad®
positions during the periods under referenc®
as compared to the corresponding periods of
the preceding year.

(b) Does not arise,
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