37 Written Answers

Rise in Price of Commodities and Fall in
Production

*344, SHRI K. M. KOUSHIK :
SHRI J. MOHAMED IMAM :
SHRI MEETHA LAL MEENA:
SHRI MAHENDRA MAJHI :
SHRI N. K. SOMANI ;

Will the Minister of INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT, INTERNAL TRADE
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS be please to
state 3

(a) whether there has been a substantial
rise in the prices of several commodities
and fall in productfon of several {ndustrial
commodities owing to bottle-necks in the
months of July and August, 1969 ; and

(b) whether Government’s attention has
been drawn to the subject in the Economic
Times of September 5, 1969 page 6 and, if
so, the reaction thereto ?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT, INTERNAL TRADE
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS (SHRIF, A,
AHMED) 1 (a) and (b). The report in the
Economic Times dated September 5, 1969,
is based largely on a press release issued by
the Government of India earlier. While
there has been a nominal increase in the
index numbers of wholesale prices of food
articles, fuel, power and industrial raw
materlals manufactured items like chemicals,
non-electrical machinery, intermediate pro-
ducts and finished products by and large
showed slight fall in prices or in a few cases
very insignificant increases during July and
August, 1969. While the Press report gives
prominence to the fall in production in cer-
tain industries there has, in fact, been sigoi-
cant increases in production in a much
larger number of industries during the month
of July and August 1969 over the average
monthly production durtng the first half of
1969. The situation is constantly under
review at the highest level in Government
as has been revealed in the report that ap-
peared in the Economic Time itself.
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