
33 Written Answers AGRAHAYANA 10, 1891 (SAKAl Written Answers '34 

CHEMICALS AND MINES AND 
METALS be plased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Roaster 
Plant of Zinc Smelter, Udaipur closes down 
very frequently, if so, the causes thereof; 

(b) the sulphur consumed each time to 
restart the plant and the expenditure Invol-
ved thereon ; 

(c) the estimated loss in production 
due to its frequent closure during the last 
six months: 

(d) whether it Is proposed to make some 
technical enqui ry in this respect and the 

steps being taken or proposed to be taken 
to remove the defects of tho ROllter Plant; 
and 

(e) the time by which the defects are 
likely to be removed ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND 
CAEMICALS AND MINES AND 
METALS (SHRI JAGANATH RAO) I 
(a) It is not true that the Roaster Plant 
closes down very frequently but whenever 
there is any trouble In ancillaries connected 
with the entire Roasting Section, viz., 
Waste-heat boiler and Acid Plant or calcine 
handing system, the plant is sbut 
down for short duration< to take care of the 
emergency maintenance. Frequent power 
failures also result closures of the Roaster. 

(b) According to the technical ccnsul-
tants' advice and tbe procedure laid down 
for restarting the operation of tho Roaster 
Plant in case of a shut down, it is necessary 
In order to get back the heat (proper tempe-
rature) to use sulphur in raw form. Its 
quantity generally depends on the duration 
of shut down and the nature of the troubles 
in the connected plants. However, approxi-
mately 1.5 to 2 ronnes of sulpbur is required 
whenever temperature drops below 750· C 
due to shut down. The expenditure on 
sulphur hurning for restarting the Roaster 
is estimated at about Rs. 600/-. 

(c) The Zinc Smelter Is working at 
70% of Its rated capacity since Septe~~r, 
1968. There is a Calcine storago prOVISIon 
after the Roaster Section which enables the 
Electrolysis Plant t() ~ntlnu.~ In opera. 

tion during short stoppage of the Roasier 
Unit.' No loss of production can therefore 
be ascribed to the shut downs referred to 
above which are for accidental repairs or 
planned preventive maintenance or due to 
power failures. 

(d) and (e). It has been confirmed by 
the Hindustan Zinc Ltd. management that 
tbere Is nothing fundamentally wrong with 
the Roaster Plant. Certain mechanical re-
pairs found necessary have slnco been atten-
ded to and it has been reported that tho 
Roaster has been reccmmenced and Is func-
tioning normally. It is not, therefore, consi-
dered necessary to make any tecbnlcal en-
quiry in tbls regard. 
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Rise in prices of varloos commodities 
and ra .. materials 

*314. mRI K. M. KOUSHIK ; 
SHRI J. MOHAMED IMAM: 
SHRI R K. AMIN : 
SHRI MAHENDRA MAJHI : 
SHRI D. AMAT : 

Will the Minister of FINANCE be 
pleased to state: 

(iY wllctfier there has t..n eaormous 
rise in prices of various commodities •• d 
n. materials during JuIy/AuJust 1969; 

(It) .. betlter the attentioll of Go_nment 
... bcal.iJl .. ited in this r~gard to a SIIrvey 
conducl<:d by the 'Economic Times' and 
~I~ed tn thlrl 1'IItJCf of the 7th 
~b«.IIQ; 

(e) wbe!h~ Government have assessed 
IS to the a"resale ri~ ill tbe flllllill' bu.t 

as a result of increase in the prices of 
various edible commodities; and 

(d) if so, the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI P. C. 
SETHI): (a) No, Sir. The monthly average 
of the wholesale price index rose by I.S 
per cent in July 1969 but declined by 0.2 
per cent in August 1969. Similarly In the 
case of industrial raw materials, the price 
rise of 2.7 per cent in July, 1969 was.follo-
wed by a decline of 2.7 per cent in July 
1969 was followe<l by a decline of 1.7 per cent 
in August 1969. 

(b) Government has seen the "Como-
dity Prices Survey: August 1969" which was 
published by the Economic Times In its 
issue of Sth September ) 969 and not 7th 
September, 1969. 

(c) and (d). The available information is 
based on the ali India industrial workers 
consumer price index. During the three 
months to which the latest data relate (I. e . 
.July 10 September 1969) the index number 
of consumer prices (1960-100) remained 
stable at 179. 

Visit by World Bank Appraisal 
Mission to Iodia 

"'31S. SHRIMA TI SHUSHILA 
ROHATGI : 

Will the Minister of FINANCE be 
pleased to stale: 

(al whether the World Bank Appraisal 
Mission visited India in January/February, 
1969; 

(b) if so, what are the recommendations 
suggested by this mission; and 

(c) how far the World Bank Loan will 
meet the immediate requirements for expan-
sion plans? 

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER 
OF FINANCE, MINI~TER OF ACADMIC 
ENERGY AND MINISTER OF PLANN-
ING \SHRIMATl INDRA GANDHI) l 
(a) Yes, Sir; 

A World Bank Appraisal Mission for 




