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SHRI G. C. NAIK :
SHRI J. K. CHOUDHURY :

Will the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state ¢

(a) whether the State Trading in food-
grains has resulted in a loss ;

(b) if so, the amount of loss incurred
during the year 1967-68 ;

(c) the reasons for the loss ; and

(d) the steps taken to avoid such losses
in future ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB
SHINDE) : (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Rs. 93.69 crores.

(¢) The loss in the State Trading in
foodgrains has been on account of
distribution of foodgrains by the Central
Government at issue prices lower than the
economic costs of these foodgrains. This
loss thus represents the subsidy involved
in the distribution of foodgrains by the
Government.

(d) The Government have been gradually
raising the issue prices of foodgrains to the
levels of their economic costs in order to red
uce the quantum of subsidy. At present the
distribution of imported rice ane imported
milo only is being subsidised. With the imp-
rovement of food situation and lesser imports
from abroad in the future, the quantum of
subsidy is likely to be further reduced and
finally completely abolished.

Demands of Jute Industry Workers
SHRI J. M. BISWAS :

SHR1 RAMAVATAR SHASTRI :
SHRI S. M. BANERJEE :

*252.

Will the Minister of LABOUR AND
REHABILITATION be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that the Indian
Jute Mills’ Association had rejected even
a modest request for an ad hoc increase of
Rs, 24 per worker made by him at the last
meeting of thc Industrial Committee on
Jute ; .
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(b) whether it is also a fact that trip-
ariite conference also took place on the
demands of the Jute Industry Workers ;
and

(c) if so, the outcome of this tripartite
conference ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF LABOUR, EMPLOYMENT
AND REHABILITATION (SHRI BHAG-
WAT JHA AZAD) : (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c). Tripartite talks held at
State level to consider the demands of
the workers have also not been successful so
far.
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