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Supply of EelectricHy to Farmers at 
-Cheap Rates 

+ ·724. SHRI SURAJ BHAN: 
SHRI BRIJ BHUSHAN LAL: 
SHRI RANJEET SINGH: 
SHRI JAGANNATH RAO 

JOSHI: 
SHRI ATAL BIHARI 

VAJPAYEE: 

Will the Minister of IRRIGATION 
AND POWER be ph,ased to state: 

(a) the steps taken during 196~9 
to supply electricity to fanners at 
cheap ra.tes and the results thereof; 

(b) the changes effected in these 
steps recently and pcoposed to be 
effected in the future; and 

(c) the present as well as the pro-
bable results of the changes made or 
to be made? 
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SHRI HEM BARUA: Sir, about the 
previous qUe3tion, you have by-pass-
ed us. You have not looked at some 
people this side. I do not know 
whether you are short-sighted. (In-
terruption) 

MR. SPEAKER: I have been mark-
ing the number; I look at 20 Members. 
And, if you think that one question 
should take the whole time, I cannot 
help it. Already I have allowed half-
an-hour over that. 

SHRI HEM BARUA: You should 
look at this side also, Sir. 

MR. SPEAKER: I am :;orry I did 
not look at you. But I did look 
3round. 

SHRI HEM BARUA: If you look 
around you cannot see. You have 
to pin-point your sight, Sir. If you 
just look around, you cannot see any-
thing, Si.-. 

MR. SPEAKER: I have been re-
volving my eyes very freely and all 
around. I am sorry, they could not 
pick you up. Anyway, I request you 
to kindly resume your seat. Kindly 
do not be disturood over it. You 
will have some other time. (Inter-
ruption) 
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DR. K. L. RAO: The question 
whether to subsidi1e for 12 paise was 
.discussed with the Minister of Agri-
culture and others. It has not been 
found that there is necessity to do 
that beC'3. use most of the States have 
now fixed up rea30nable rates. Now, 
in the southern States the rates 
vary from 8 to 10 paise. In the 
northern States it comes to 12 to 15 
paise. These are quite reasonable. 

I think, the hon. Member micht 
remember that ElectriCity Boards 
have got to at least make up some 
los Jes. All the Electricity Boards are, 
at the moment, running at losses. 
Some of them are not able to pay the 
interest charges. 

Therefore, I am afraid, it will net 
be passible to reduce these rates now 
any lower than what it is now. 
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.DR. K. L. RAO: I would like to 
submit that the industries are of two 
varietie3. One is large-scale indus-
tries and the other one, the small 
scale industdes. The rate of small 
scale industries are always higher 
than the rates for agricultural pur-
poses. For large-scale indu3tries the 
rates are lower. That is so in every 
country for large-scale industries. 
This is because they run all through 
the year and they are in a concent-
rated place so that there is not much 
1005. In the case of rural electrifica-
tion, losses are more. The consump-
tion of power is much less. They 
run only for a few thousand hours 
in a year. And, that is why, the cost 
is much more in the case of rural 
electrification. What we should aim 
at i1 that we should increase the faci-
lity to mo:e wells than what we have 
done so far. 

SHRI RANJEET SINGH: In view 
of the greater resources available 
from bank nationalisation as claim-
ed by Government and as assessed by 
Government, and their professed in-
tention that they are going to spend 
more of thi-> in the rural areas, 
especially on Irrigation Schemes, may 
I know whether the Government are 
now considering the restoration of 
the central assistance which they 
have now suspended? For the pur-
pose of supplying cheap electricity to 
farmers what are the other schemes 
being taken up now? Are the Gov-
ernment going ahead, for in3tance, 
with the Atomic Power Plant near 
Aligarh? I want to know whether 
the All-India Grid is coming up. What 
are the different rates of Electricity 
for farmers in Punjab, Haryana and 
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U.P.? These are the three main agri-
oCultural States of north India. 

DR. K. L. RAO: The setting up of 
the atomic energy power station 
would not reduce the cost. On the 
other hand, the cost of the electricity 
which is produced by atomic energy 
is much more than that of the power 
produced by a hydel station or ther-
mal station, at least far more than 
that of hydel poweo. We have elec-
trified 30 far about 70,000 villages and 
10,88,000 pumping sets. 

SHRI RANJEET SINGH: My ques-
tion W3S about the rates of electricity. 

DR. K. L. RAO: I am coming to 
that. Government have attached the 
greatest importance to this matter. In 
the Fourth Plan, we are going ~o 

-electrify as many as 12i lakhs pump-
ing sets to 15 lakhs pumping set>. 

Regarding the rates which are 
prevalent in North India, they vary 
between 12 and 15 paise per unit. In 
Harya na, it is 16 paise per unit, in 
Punjab it is 11 paise per unit, in UP 
it is 15 paise per unit. 
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THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION 
AND POWER (DR. K. L. RAO): (a) 
and (b). Floods in the Ganga and 
its 3pills into Mahewa Nadi, called 
Bagad Nadi in lower reaches, had 
inundated an area Of 60,000 hectares 
including 20,000 hectares of cropped 
area 240 villages with a population of 
80,000 had also been affected. some 
houses have been damaged but no 
cattle epidemic has broken out in the 
area so far. 

(c) About 52,000 hectares of area 
gets affected by floods every year. 

(d) Spilling of-the Ganga into the 
Bagad near Piplauti aggravates the 
flooding in thb area. 

(e) It has been suggested to the 
State Government to investigate pro-
posals for constructing an embank-
ment on the left bank of the Ganga 
to prevent its spilling. It will also 
stop spilling into the Bagad Nadi. In-
vestigations and 3urveys are under 
way. 
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