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“Provided that a questiom not
Sl Bemavame: On a point of in-
formation, Sir. I want to know
whether the provision....
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Shri Sonavane: He has al'owed
me to speak,
.

Mr. Speaker: Mr= Madhu Limaye
was already reading the rule.

Shri Somavane: I thought you
allowed me,

Mr. Speaker: No, no; he was already
reading it.
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“Provided that a question not
reached for oral answer may be
answered after the end of the
Question Hour with the permis-
sion of the Speaker f the Minis-
ter represents to the Speaker that
the question is one of special
public interest to which he desir-
es to give a reply.”

Mr. Spenker: That is quite clear.
The Minister has not done so.
should write to me and not to you.

oft wy fowd : ey o AT [
W dare ¥
Mr. Speaker: He has not done it.

We now take up the Bhort Notice ques-
tion. Shri Indrajit Gupta.
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Suort NoTICE QUESTION
Telegraph Check Office, Calontta

4=

831.Q_ 6. Shri Indrajit Gupta:
Shri 8. M. Bamerjoe:
Shyl H. N, Mukasrjee;
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Will the Minister of Ceommumies-
tions be pleased to gtabe:

(a) whether it has been decided te
close down the Telegraph Check
Office, Calcutta, which has been
working for about a hundred years;

(b) whether this decision has been
taken on the advice of a so-called
“expert” from UK.;

(c) if so, the reasons for the same;
and

(d) whether over 700 employees

are going to be retrenched as a result
thereof?

The Minister of Parlinmentary
Affairs and Communications (Dr. Ram
Subhag Singh): (a) No.

(b) to (d). Do not arise.

Shri Indrajit Gupta: May I know
whether there is any proposal to re-
organise the work of this Telegraph
Check Office 50 that a large number
of staff who are at present empluy-
ed there will have to be transfered
elsewhere and if so, what is the future
trend of this Telegraph Check Office?

Dr. Ram Subbag SBingh: With a view
to increasing efficiency, we shall have
to reorganise everything including this
Office. But I may say that the intere-
sts of the staff will be fully protected

Shri Indrajit Gupta: May I know
whether It is not a fact that this Tele-
graph Check Office is the only one of
its kind in India and it has been per-
forming a very useful function fo
over a hundred years angd whether
this proposal for reorganisation has
come only as a result of the advice
given by any so-called foreign expert?

Dr. Bagn @pbhag Siagh: It is a fact
that this is the only Office. But the
lapse of hundred years doss require
some ro-thinking
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the remtilt of the advice given by any
so-called foreign expert.

Dr. Ram Subkag Siagh: The advice
‘wag sought because there was originai
thinking here.

Bhri 8. M. Banerjee: T would like
to know whether it is a fact—part (d)
of the question—that over 700 employ-
ees are going to be retrenched &z a
result’of this. I want to know whetner
there is going to be any retrenchment
as a result of this.

Dr. Ram S8ubhag Singh: He said that
their interests would be fully protected
and that covers this question.

Shri H. N. Mukerjee: May 1 know
why it is that after more than a hun-
dred years of working the telegraphic
system in our country, we still appear,
according tg Government, to stang in
need of assistance from British experts
whose advice in this kind of thing
need not be regarded by us at all?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: As the hon.
Member knows, a hundred years' tang
does require improving the situation.
Therefore, we are thinking how best
to reorganise it. But I again catego-
rically say that the interests of the
staff will have our full sympathy.

Shri Vagudevan Nalr: I should Like
to know whether there ig a specific re-
commendation by the British expert
that the gtaff can be reduced in this
Check Post Office and if so, by how
many.

Dr. Ram BSubhag Singh: I do not

know why they are time and again
trying to say something which I do
not intend to do. There would not be
any impect on the interests of the
staff,

Shri Bhogendra Jha: Among the
suggestions, was there a suggestion for
closing it?

Dr. Bam Subbag Siugh : Suggestions
may include s0 many things. But we
‘shall have to take a declsion.

Syl Phagendra Jha: Was there any
muggestion foxr cloging it?
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Dy, Ram Subbag Siagh : There may
be so many suggestions, but it does not
mean that they are going to ba
accepted,

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO
QUESTIONS
Whitley Councll Bcheme

“263. Shri D, C. Sharma: Wil the
Minister of Home Affairs be pleased to
state:

(a) whether the Whitley Councii
Scheme has been working satisfac-
torily; and

(b) if so,
successful?

The Minister of Home Affairs (Shri
Y. B. Chavan): (a) and (b), The
Scheme for Joint Consultative Machi-
nery and Compulsory Arbitration was
inaugurated on 28th October, 1866.
After the inauguration of the SBcheme
the National Council held a special
meeting on bth December, 1986 and
an ordinary meeting on 30th and 3ist
January, 1967. It 1s proposed to hold
the next mpeeting of the National
Council on 26th and 27th May, 1887
So far it has been functioning we'l.
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how far it has been





