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(b) if so, whether Government have
!eoewed any report in this regard cither from
its Embassies in Bonn or in Peking :

(c) whether Government have taken up
this question with the West German Govern-
ment ; and

(d) if so, reaction of the West German
Government in this regard ?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI DINESH SINGH) : (a)
and (b). Yes, Sir.

(c) and (d). The Government of the
Federal Republic of Germany have categori-
cally denied these reports.

‘Kalks on Kacchathiva Isiand
*527. SHRI MADHU LIMAYE :
SHRI BENI SHANKER

SHARMA :

SHRI YAMUNA PRASAD

MANDAL :

Will the Minister of
AFFAIRS be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government have held any
talks with the Govermnment of Ceylon over
Kacchathivu Island :

(b) whether Government have succeeded
in? persuading Ceylon to accept the owner-
ship of the Island by India ;

(¢) whether any personnel of Ceylon have
landed on the Island during the last 10
months ; and

(d) if so, the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI DINESH SINGH) : (a)
and (b). Since the Ceylon Prime Minister’s
visit to India in November/December, 1968,
the question of Kacchathivu is being dis-
cussed between the Government of India and
Government of Ceylon through diplomatic
channels. Discussions are still continuing
and no agrcement has yet been reached. 1t
is the view of the Governments of India that
the two Governments should resolve the issue
through bilateral discussions in a spirit of
cooperation.

(¢) and (d). Some officials of both
countries visited the island during the annual
festival in March 1969.
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Working of Cantonment Board

*529. DR. SUSHILA NAYAR : Will
the Minister of DEFENCE bc pleased to
state :

(a) whether Government have made
assessment of working of the Cantonment
Boards throughout the country during the
last three years ;

(b) if so, thc names of Cantonment
Boards, the working of which has been
assessed by Government, during the above
period ;

(c) the nature of the irregularities foupa
during the above period ; and





