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in their units, wherever feasible. Even at
present many multi-unit enterprises have
adopted centralised planning proceduies in
certain areas of stores procurement depend-
ing on needs.
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Foreign Exchange Allotted to M.P.’s
for Visits Abroad

*458.
Minister
state :

(a) the names of the Members of Parlia-

SHRI JAI SINGH : Will the
of FINANCE be pleased to
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ment who were allowed to go to foreign
countries either on their own account or
Government’s account or on invitation from
the countries visited, along with the pui-
pose of their visits, during the second haif of
1968 ; and

(b) the amount of foreign
spent on them separately ?

exchange

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER
OF FINANCE, MINISTER OF ATOMIC
ENERGY AND MINISTER OF PLAN-
NING (SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI) :
(a) and (b). A statement is laid on the
Table of the House. [Placed in Library. See
No. LT-1613/69.] It may be mentioned
that this statement has been prepared on the
basis of sanctions issued between the period
1-7-1968 and 31-12-1968. As no post-visit
check is made, actual travel and actual
utilisation of the foreign exchange released
may vary from the details given in the state-
ment.

Rock Phosphate Deposits in

Rajasthan
*459. SHRI D. N. PATODIA : Will
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND

CHEMICALS AND MINES
METALS be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that rich rock
phosphate deposits have been located in
Rajasthan which estimate to 40 to 50 crores
of tonnes ;

AND

(b) whether the existance of phosphate
in such large quantities will enable the
seiting up of more fertili-er factories in the
State which will jyrer alia cut out import
bill and save country’s foreign exchange by
Rs. 10 crores annually ; and

(c) if so  whether plans for the fuller
utilisation of the phosphate resources and
sctting up of more fertiliser factories in
Rajasthan have been formulated during the
Fourth Plan Period, if so, the details
thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS AND MINES AND
METALS (SHR1 JAGANATH RAO):
(a) During the course of geological pros-
pecting by the Geological Survey of India
and Directorate of Mines and Geology,
Rajasthan, extensive deposits, estimated at
59 million tonnes of rock phosphates have
been located in Rajasthan.
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(b) and (c). The deposits are still under
investigation. A Working Group, set up by
Government, has, on the basis of data so far
available, indicated the possibility of est-
ablishing a fertilizer complex at Saladipura
or Udaipur making use of the rock-phos-
phate deposits as also the pyrites deposits
located in Rajasthan. The establishment of
such a complex can be considered only after
commercial exploitation of the deposits
starts. In the meantime, the Government
of Rajasthan have proposed a scheme to
produce 2000 tonnes of rock-phosphate per
day in the next 12 months increasing it to
4000 tonnes per day in about 3 years from
now To the extent this rock-phosphate is
utilised in the production of fertilizers in the
country foreign exchange will be saved. For
every tonne of indigenous rock-phosphate
utilised, the saving of foreign exchange will
be approximately Rs. 150/-.
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Crisis in Manganese Ore Industry

SHRI K. M. MADHUKAR :
SHRI R. K. AMIN :

SHRI H. AJMAL KHAN :
SHRI ZULFIQUAR ALI

KHAN :

SHRI MEETHA LAL
MEENA :
SHRI K. P. SINGH DEO :

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS AND MINES AND
METALS be pleased to state :

(a) whether the manganese ore industry
is passing through a very critical situation
due to lack of export orders ;

(b) whether a number of mines have
already been closed down and many others
are on the verge of closure ; and

(c¢) if so, the steps taken by Govern-
ment to find new export markets for man-
ganese ore ?

*461.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS AND MINES AND
METALS (SHRI JAGANATH RAO) : (a)
The manganese ore export market is passing
through difficult times due to fall in prices
and increased competition in the inter-
national market from other countries like
Gabon, Brazil etc.

(b) As per the returns received by the
Indian Bureau of Mines, 50 manganese
mines were temporarily discontinued and 2
mines were closed permanently in 1968, and
9 mines were temporarily discontinued
during the period from January to May,
1969,

(c) Efforts are being made to step up
exports of manganese, as also internal sales.
The Minerals and Metals Trading Corpora-
tion of India Ltd, are exploring new mar-
kets for manganese ore and as a result
manganese ore was exported to North Korea
Jast year and to Rumania this year, both





