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SHRI RANGA : Somctime ago, we
learnt from thc press that the Election
Commission was scriously considering the
possibility of organising mobile ballot boxes,
so that the ballot boxcs would bc taken as
ncar the voters as possible and everybody
would have an opportuuity of votiug. We
have not heard anything about iy from any
of the answcre given. This is a suggestion
which Rajaji has becen making for the past
14 ycars. What is happening to that ? Scco-
ndly, would Government take the trouble
to read thc judgments in thosc elaction
cases in Kashmir and in the light of that,
give suitble advice to the Elc:tion commi-
ssion and to thc clection authoritics in
Kasmir to cnsurc that just, proper and
impartial conditions arc madec to prevail
during the byc-clections which would be
hold there every soon ?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND SOC-
1AL WELFARE SHRI GOVINDA
MENON) : Recgarding moblic polling stat-
ions what the Elections Commission said
was this :

“All attempts arc bcing made to sce
that no voter would have to walk
morc than two miles to a polling
booth.”

DR. SUSHILA NAYAR : They have to
go four and five miles and old men and
women can not walk even two miles.

SHRI GOVINDA MENON : I am say-
ing what e said, that all attempts  will be
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made to see that no voter would have to
walk more than two miles to reach a polling
booth. But where it is not possiblc and
where there are weaker sections of the
community like Harijans, those who are
prevented by force or who have been  subj-
ect to coercion and pressure, in such places.
the Chief Election Commissioner said that
he was contemplating the introduction of
mobile polling stations. The other suggestion
made by Shri Ranga was in the light of
what is stated here regarding Kashmir clec-
tions. The Government will bestow consider-
ation on further guarantees to be madc in
this behalf. Certainly that suggestion will be
ke pt in mind (Jntcrruptions).

MR. SPEAKER : Ordcr, order.
Question Hour is over.
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¥ ggawy qf o qewe feur av e
ag 3 Wi wz w0 e feufw §
iz fei & ar @Y Fwd WA W}
AR gTR R A Fag i R AAE 7
w7 7g a9 & 5 g ¥ 3w A 4L
far 2 X a2 T ¥ 9@ N wwd
Tgdt ¥ 3 99 A Twg ¥ FAEfa H
Fgy &7 aft gawd ¥ AW & AT
Aar 3 @Y Haw FAF faa =ar
qTFTT T F1EATE HO ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : 1 would
likc to submit for the information of the
hon. Mcmber that the price of vanaspathi
is statutorily fixed. The price of the fini-
shed product or vanaspathi is fixed on the
basis of thc wcighted average purchasc
pricc of raw oil in the previous fortni-
ght. Thc Cost Accountants Branch of the
Finance Mintsiry has worked out certain
priniciples on the basis of which the price
structurc is evolved.  Morcover, in order
not to lcave any doubt in regerd to these
matters, wc have alrcady referred this
matter to the Tariff Commission for exam-
ining the cost structurc of vanaspathi. As
far as the present position is concerncd, the
supply position is casy. Though a few days
carlier therc was a report from the Delhi
Administration that the supply position was
difficult, they have now rcported to us that
the present availabilty position is casy. So,
there is no difficulty as far as vanaspathi
coming into the market is concerncd.

»Y grraTe XA : TAA AR, LI
az qu & o gea # oY q ABEr -
Wz & grfa #Y A A 99 aY g faal
a1 o fAfead wra 9T dT W nf
sgaEar &, MT I F TAAET ¥ AT
7z A1 w0 f6 aweafa A Nd g8
7811 9T ag %t a1d qoa zE & fw g
aYez fa7 9T an w7k WI9 faaq arE]
FRE) O F1 Aty # 7 OF ACAN
¥ 9z e WA & farag @ o
o g arT AT & qut gt ¥ fal
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AT WY MY | §97 ATHIT qq9A F4T
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@A I@ Fag omm s g B
T oTE T A gar sfwdma qar
&W & faq g w #y @ qqA X
|1 Y G glaar gx17 F3W 7

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : In my
view, it may not be practicable to fix the
price of the finished product on the basis
of the price of the raw material for the
previous six months . . .. As I have said,
we have referred this matter to the Tariff
Commisston,  1f the Tariff Commission
makes a similar rccommendation, we will
consider it.

=t wy fawd : dar @wan  f oA
weATAE & qre UF W13 & | ag faw A
Y AT § IW FT HAT I SATAT L ) IRV
T F1 wgw fEwar Y g qger, S
A1 8Y TE WX 5-6 To Frel aF g &1
IA G AT | wrSr HY IAFT W 3.50 wo
AafgFs 3 1N a@ A TT AT T IF X
Faeqfy ot Fr ogwrg ¥R IF FT AW
Fgy g ¥ ged wRieg & qEAr
argar g fF gaset wiT fames #Y G
& a3 ¥ forg =i Ay AT Eag & ?
Fhadagd f& gaee ok famga
FN Iy § I framl & fEaar
FAST  FHT W F AGRAT woIar
saraY § 97 #1 feaar s g ?
TR EE § SHrERY # 8 gArHrERy
W& wEE @ W A I EFR I
¥ TR TF B WA A ¥ F Ay
w frafira &3 1 g31@ F31@ ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : I have
already submitted that the prices are statut-
orily controlled. 1 have also made a fur-
ther submission that the price structure has
been referred to the Tariff  Commission for
examinatiop. As to the query what is being
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done by the government to encourage pro-
duction of groundnut, sesamum oil etc., this
can be discussed separately. There is a
large number of schemes to encourage
the farmers to increase production of
groundnuts and the State Government are
taking necessary steps. But, last year, due
to the failurc of the monsoon or erratic
behaviour of the monsoon in many areas
like Mysore. Andhra Pradesh and Madras,
natrually the production of groundnut has
reccived a sct-back. We are trying to sec
that the necessary quantity of soyabeen oil
and sun flower oil is imported so that the
requircments of the vanaspathi industry is
met.

wtay fand . & qagr ? fF -
g1 & W qiw gy § W &1 wraa Rl
1 faar a1 grrErEd w1 7 g% AE-
A faer Ay oA & T A A9l
AIFTT 597 Foof § A F 7

MR. SPEAKER The point is that
though production was l:ss because of
seasonal conditions, prices had gone down.

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : That
was in the beginning of the post-harvest
period but now the prices have increased.
It might bc interesting to the hon. Mcmber
to know that in the north zone from Janu-
ary 1968 thc oil prices increased 22.1
per ccnt while the price of vanaspati had
riscn by only 15.1 per cent; similarly, in
the south zonc the increase in the oil
price was to the extent of 18.1 per cent but
the vanaspati pricc rosc by 30.5 per cent.
As far as raw groundnut prices arc conce-
rned, there is no statutory control on grou-
ndnut prices.

SHRI K. P. SHINGH DEO : The hon.
Minister has been very kind to say that he
has referred the question regarding the
price structure to the Tariff Commission. But
this phenomenon of fluctuation in the price
of vanaspati is not of a recent occurrencc: it
has been occurring sinc 1963. May 1 know
what steps Government had taken in the
past. prior to sending it to the Tariff Com-
mission, to sce that there was uniformity of
price throughout the country and to guard
the consumers' intergst vis-g-vis the increase
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in the pricec of vanaspati ? The statutory
control has resulted in fluctuation of price
from time to time and the hon. Minister in
his-reply has said that within these three
months the price has risen thrice, in January
as well as in March. May I know categor-
ically as to who is the benefactor-the STC,
the speculator or the consumer ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : A num-
ber of positive steps had been taken by
Government to sce that production increases.
Ultimately the stability of prices will depend
upon casy availability and substantial prod-
duction. Government has taken positive steps
in that direction in that the vanaspati industry
has been dclicensed; anybody can set up a
vanaspati factory now and at least 60 parties
have applicd for registration for sctting up
new units. Of coursc, wc have laid down
onc condition, namely, that monopoly should
not develop in this; so, under common
ownership mana;emert on control we do not
allow the total Capacity to cxceed 200
tonnes per day.

As far as the price increase is concer-
ned, as 1 have already cxplaincd, thisis
related to the weighted average price of a
fortnight. If there is any charge in the
weighted purchase price of raw oil in the
previous fortnight, it gets rcflected naturally
in the necxt fortnight., There is change
from fortnight to fortnight as far as the
price is concerncd.

SHRI K. P. SINGH DEO : What ab-
out the second question ? Who is the bene-
factor of the fluctuation in the price ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : Hon.
Members have a doubt that the STC is pro-
fitcering out of the imported soyabecn oil
and sunflower oil. That is not a correct
impression. The STC does issuc at the
moment soyabean oil at a higher price but
may I submit for the information of the
hon. Member that a separate fund has been
set up and if there is any surplus at any
time it goes to that fund or if there is any
setback or slump in price, out of this fund
the STC is supposed to make up. The sur-
plus amount is not supposcd to go to the
general profits of the STC. Then, out of

1891 (SAKA) Oral Answers 38

be spent on giving encouragement to exten-
sion activities for increasing the production
of groundnut.

SHRI RANGA :
it ?

have they ever done

ot waT W e - A AN AHW@
Fxgr 3fF aql F garg & sw )@
wgs aweafy oY & g€ &1 Afew § arowy
qgemTar Jigar g ofE Jgt 1967 & o &
sream 3 FvA 90 gWIT ET gAAT 9T A
1968 # ag ag &T 4 @19 60 gWIT A
& AT | gaFT wadw ag & fF eswa
At a3 WEr § AfeT Al s o) Aifg @
ag Ifgwet fedfaea § | dsRas wmaw
F FIT aY FIF ) § AfFHA AT A
FIXFNT L1 gL GRE A F arr o
AT qQrE AT § A THET BEET A
feamare AqeeaR AR feramie F 1
g IaF arg 1 ag P W YE AT
qar & ®X wF AifEE #F Igar g
faazw a1 ot ad=wr &, g afawsr
fedfeeg @ 1 waY s 2T ¥ qar a1 fw
e dfafend #7 8 ? F anwar g fw
zgFT affeud fegmmace Agdea W
fegsmace e g 1 fessh # ar mfuar
arg ¥ w19 THATAE FIAT X @ FRA
g1 3¢ a3 I AT #) T agusf faan
t ¥ FduiY F@ §, 9% wifwe sTY §
# st Fegan § fr g fedfaea qrfest
%1 TAY U ¥4 EIFI TH 9T & wGNA
# faega am s aife ¥w § w7
feniz s gears 1 ®a a1 qonf g ?
arg ) zg& ziw fay, ga% fag awere
w1 57 IS W 7

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE. : 1
wo'ild make it very clear that Government
does not intend to decontrol the price
of this commodity. In fact, we have
advised the State Governments that. under
A"/ pati Dealers’ Licensing Order, if some

this fund some funds are also ted to
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distributors or manufacturers try to exploit
the situation, they should take the necessary
positive steps so that the consumers’ intere-

sts are not adversely affected.

As far as production is concerncd, prod-
uction is definitely increasing.

it way @ qea c wrgw frn &
fr ATHTT FAT FL W 7

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : I have
already replicd that it is a controlled
commodity.

SHRI SHIVAJIRAO S. DESHMUKH :
Is the hon. Minister in a position to assure
this House that some day somc generation
of this country would scc the dawning of
a day when prices of vanaspati will not risc
in spite of the prices of groundnut falling
down, when thc prices of cloth will not rise
in spite of prices of cotton falling down,
when prices of agricultural goods will bear
some relation somewhere with the industry ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : I can-
not categorically give an assurance like this
because naturally the prices of finished pro-
ducts arc dependent on the prices of raw
materials. 1f the prices of raw matcrials
go up, I do not think that it would be pos-
sible for us . . ..

SHRI SHIVAJIRAO S. DESHMUKH :
My point was that prices of finished pro-
ducts were  going up in spite of the prices
of raw mat:rials falling down . ... .
( Interruptions)

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : May 1
complete 7 Our intention is to protect the
interests of farmers and producers.

ot FrraT qEE N F W) ATEEI
g N aY g 9@ TEAAEE R A6
¥ agrs FdY & A1 aar IaFT uF favg ad
R Ad & fr @ ardasidl @ w0
g YA &F R O A% qsEr @A
# qrdt & 91T IARY IAFT GATIAT I
& forw za aQF ¥ T AT O q9qv faa@w
WA ? FAT IW ATEH AV W AT
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& o faar war , s qf =
T g ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : I have
rcpc’ated a number of times that there is
complete statutory control over prices and
1 have also mentioned that we have advised
the State Governments that, if in any State
some difficulty develops, they should take
necessary steps under the law to control
distribution.

SHRI CHENGALRAYA NAIDU : 1 want
to know from the Minister how they work out
the vanaspati prices in such a high rate when
the groundnut priccs are low; I want to
know what is the pattcrn of working thesc
rates. The import of soyabeen oil will not
solvc the problem. They have (o give sup-
port price for the groundnut. They must
fix a price and say that if the pricc gocs
down, below that, then the State Trading
Corporation will purchase. By that action
only Government can assure the agricultu-
rists to grow morc groundnut, Will the
Government, therefore, consider fixing an
assured price for groundnut as they fix for
vanaspati or paddy ? I want to know
when the Government is going to take such
a dccision and implement it.

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : [ quite
appreciate the anxicty of the hon. Member,
He is a champion of the causc of groundnut
producers. I have discussed with him
a number of times and have tried to
undcrstand his argument. After discussion
with him, we referred the matter to the
Agricultural Prices Commission whether
statutory minimum prices can bc fixed for
this commodity. But unfortunately the
Agricultural Prices Commission did not agree
with this and they have reported to us
that it would not be proper at this stage
to fix minimum prices.

SHRI CHENGALRAYA NAIDU :
Scrap that Commission and appoint a new
Commission.

SHRI S.M. BANERIJEE : Thc vanaspati
manufacturers are so powcrful that Govern-
ment of India want to have congratulations
from them. This Government could not
find a suitable colour for the last 20 years;
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no colour was suitable. In this pattern of
rising prices. I would likc to know whether
they would appoint a Commission to
investigate into the cost of production and
the selling price-because the difference
between the cost of production and the
sclling price is much-so that thc benefit
goes to the consumers. 1 would like to
know whether they arc prepared to appoint
a Commission to investigate into the whole
thing.

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : 1 am
sorry thec hon. Member did not properly
follow my answers.

SHRI S. M. BANERIJEE : You have
referred the matter to the Tariff Com-
mission.

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : Tariff
Commission is a compctent body which
can go into the cost structure.

SHRI S. M. BANERIJEE : Why should
the pricc be incrcased ? Why not
you wait for the report of the Tarilf Com-
nmission ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : [ do
not think there is a nced at this stage to
refer it to a separate Commission.

st TEeiR fag . ediw wgew, @
gaeqft sraer 7 fergeara & gaars @1
fergea & afex &1 A saeafq sraer
qar frar &) 39 & gozetafaeza ) o
7, 3% dres A 9r 17, fHEar A 7 a7,
qAZL A AT AL | A 9gAT g9 Ag § fF
ag &% 41 ! farT qa aar d2r F3av g,
q1 A F T SART AR T+ FT FRAT
FH | HAG G307 HIAT§ @ HIF Y
FWma &4, afeT g3« Fwa sy |
AR G217 FIAT § A AR #1 A
Fq A dEwET 1 Agq sgrar | §
qgaT wgat § fe ag dfeaary sy ?
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arfe Y sraat ot 7g &1 faw @, ®
FIE aF | A AT AT 9T, I &,
afea faamaz &Y ag a8 ?

= gER AT HHAW : 3T FIFT A
g famae &1 a8 aIT TRET 2

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : How to
protect the interests of the former producers
is engaging constantly the attention of our
Ministry and a number of positive steps
have becn taken.

it EgATAY AT ;. ENET G129, T
FfFedt T wOEEw Araw g mar g,
gl @t o gy fadar @ a8 2 ok
STATT 19T A€T gV 4T &, &Y AN 7
73 fentog 2 fF aTH1T UF 7T FATHT
Fg qqry qT gAeafa o F1 FIIFET
TEIE F 0T A FAIEAIDL ATA 8Y @Y
2, 5€ ®W 1 qF, AN § TEY ATHY 9
gaeqfs =Y f47 A% 1 3T IR Aav
F1E AAFT AT FIA 7
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SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: As 1
have explained, the intention of the Govern-
ment is that nobody should exploit cither

the consumers or the producers and take
advantage of thc situation. That is why
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this mattcr has been referred to the Tariff
Commission and that is why statutory
control prices were fixed.,

A q@AT W . qeqy AT,
Tg QI ATANI TAAT FIATRET § — §g
faq qa¥ dF ATSVSAE HTAS *F I &
waf gf 4 a3 WY A FaemEv 9 - fH
ferfasr oY, AT, TR - ¥ g9
UF Y REUE) w9 FPAE F
Ffsfas #Y Rgeq g gHw Q4 g,
affa gawet a1 A F J9 F Y
QA g -amw ag W TR g fF arka
%q gk &, 39 498 & ST T g 8,
few gower F 0 F gFET IT
T @gd SATRT &gT § | & qrAr Srgdt
g fw gqam am F4 qQr g ? WA AT
argd & 5. aveafa &1 Tr7 ag, gEd
PR F TH ag ar TEA L fFANF
Zrq WY &g | afET Tar gy ar g A
qz& sy wgr a1 f6 gard wifrs) 3g 2
THFT Y a1 W & 5 99 fFam &1 wean
wrar 2, 9@ 37 F1g qrfadt ezdee qg
grar &1 AT F IFNE A QT qT
g wa femm &1 sanar aw faad qrar
qr| §§ 1 ANAT AZ AT TN FeoqAd
R SregEs Al H EEET g gEr |
#77 GCFR 9 4 A&t # @T F Ay
F1E wyY Faram ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : A

Committec has been appointed to look into
these problems.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA : Is ita fact
that a sct of scicntists arc of the opinion
that hydrogenated vegetable oil which is
commonly known as Vanaspati, if conti-
nously uscd by a person, may lcad to his
blindness. 1 want to know this. Has this
expert opinion been examined by the
medical cxperts of the Government ? If
so, what is thc report thereto ? If not, I
want to know whether Government is going

- to examinc thesc opinions of this sct of
scientists ?
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SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : From
time to time various views are being
expressed in regard to this. But so far,
the scientists’ opinion which is available
to the Government goes to indicate that
this is not harmful for human body.

MR. SPEAKER :
by Shri Sheo Narain.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA : Who are th®
experts who have given opinion like that ?
Therc are these very important scientists
and thcy have expressed the opinion that
it may lead to blindness. I want to know
as to who were the authorities who have
given this opinion that use of hydrogenated
oil will not lead to that type of blindness ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : With
duc notice I shall be able to give the
names.

Last supplementary

N faqmagm . wemE AT,
a9 Fidw # ag fewrgs gmar fF
Fgla ger fear sww i qEw A aAg
femms &, Fwa AT FA T § qTEL G
i Y feams § 5 waa ger fxa
Sta, S qYg fa¥ 1A | a9 ;T FRE
JMI § A AFAT IV FEIAT [T Aw
ZIEW 9 HIX AF At X AG) fAwq &)
FqT IR q1eT faeeq FeqE F40,
faad gu 1 s faw & ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : There

is no Jdifficulty about availability at the
moment all over the country.

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Misusc of Government Machinery in
Hoshiarpur Parliamentary Seat

*693. SHRI SHRI CHAND GOYAL :
Will the Minister of LAW AND SOCIAL
WELFARE be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Election Commission
has rcccived complaints regarding the
misuse of Government Machinery in the
bye-election of the Hoshiarpur Parliamen-
tary seat in Punjab; and





