35 Written Answers

SHRI BENI SHANKER
SHARMA:

SHRI HARDAYAL DEVGUN:

SHRI BHARAT SINGH
CHAUHAN:

SHRI D.C. SHARMA:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that within the
last fortnight of December, 1968, three
running train dacoities were committed
on the 311 UP Howrah-bound Samastipur
Passenger Train between Barauni and
Teghra stations of the North Eastern
Railway by armed men—the last one on
the 30th December, 1968 in a secoad
class compartment;

(b) if so, the details of thesc rob-
beries;

(c) whether any Police was posted in
the train at the time of the last dacoity
in view of the two earlicr dacoities;

(d) the details of compensation paid,
if any, to the victims; and

(e) the steps taken to prevent recur-
rence of such dacoities and to protect
the lives and propsrtizs of the travelling
public?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH): (a)
Two cases of dacoity occurred during the
last fortnight of December, 1968 on this
train.  First case occurred on 21-12-1968
in between Barauni Jn. and Mokameh
on Eastern Raijlway and the second one
on 30-12-1968 in between Barauni Jn.
and Teghra station on North Eastern
Railway.

(b) A statement showing the details of
the two cases is laid on the table of the
Sabha. [Placed in Library, See. No. LT—
120/69.]

(¢) Yes, Sir. The train was escorted
by a Head Constable and a Constable of
Government Railway Police, Barauni.

(d) No compensation has been paid.

(¢) Officers and men of the Govern-
ment Railway Police and armed section
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of Bihar Military Police camp at focal
points to make surprise raids for round-
ing up the criminals. All night passen-
ger trains are now being escorted by
Government Railway Police personnel
and trains in the affected sectors are in
addition being escorted by the armed
parties of Bihar Military Police.
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Pool Price for Iron and Steel

#161. SHRI M.L. SONDHI:
SHRI MEETHA LAL MEENA:

Will the Minister of STEEL, MINES
AND METALS be plcased to state.

(a) whether any State Government has
asked the Centre to fix a pool Price for
iron and steel that would apply to the
country as a whole; and
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(b) if so, the reaction of the Central
Government thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND
HEAVY ENGINEERING (SHRI C. M.
POONACHA): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Since long, Iron & Steel produced
by main producers are sold at uniform
prices at all rain heads.

Nagapatanam Steel Rolling Mills

*162. SHRI K. RAMANI:
SHRIMATI SUSEELA GOPALAN:
SHRI P. RAMAMURTI:

Will the Minister of STEEL, MINES
AND METALS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
management of Nagapatanam Steel Rolling
Mills, Madras have decided to close down
the mill;

(b) if so, the reasons for the closure;

(c) whether it is also a fact that on:
of the reasons is the non-availability of
steel; and

(d) if so, steps taken by Government
for maintaining the supply of steel?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND
HEAVY ENGINEERING (SHRI C. M.
POONACHA): (a) No, Sir.

(b) and (c). The management of the
Indian Steel Rolling Mills, Nagapatanam,
contemplated closure of their rolling
mills, and gave the following reasons:

(i) irregular supply of raw materials;

(ii) high cost of operation; and

(iii) inability to dispose of finished
material for want of off-take.

(d) As against the firms off-take of
about 2,000 tonnes of billets per mensem
in 1967-68, they have been despatched
6,936 tonnes billets in October to
December, 1968, period; and also
arrangements have been made to supply
them billets at the rate of 2,670 tonnes
per mensem since January, 1969.





