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Act. Therefore, there is no need for 
any amendment. 

Secoad Cottoa Texdle Wage Board 

62. SHRI D. R. PARMAR: 
SHRI R. K. AMIN: 
SHRI B. K. DASCHOWDHURY: 
SHRI CHENGALRAYA NAIDU : 
SHRI UMANATH: 
SHRI DHIRESWAR KALITA : 
SHRIMATI SUSEELA GOPALAN : 
SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA : 
SHRI K. RAMANI : 
SHRI K. M. ABRAHAM: 
SHRI P. P. ESTHOSE : 
SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: 
SHRI VISWA NATH PANDEY: 
SHRIE.K.NAYANAR: 
SHRI RANJIT SINGH: 
SHRI BRIJ BHUSAN LAL : 
SHRI RAM GOPAL SHALWALE : 
SHRI ATAL BIHAR I VAJPAYEE: 
SHR! RAGHUVIR SINGH SHASTRI: 
SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: 
SHRI BANSH NARAIN SINGH : 
SHRI ONKAR SINGH: 
SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA: 
SHRI K. P. SINGH DEO : 
SHRI MOHAMAD IMAM: 
SHRI R. R. SINGH DEO : 
SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH : 
SHRI C. C. DESAI : 
SHRI SURAJ BHAN : 

Will the Minister of LABOUR AND 
REHABILITATION be pleased, to state: 

(a) whether the Second Wage Board 
for Cotton Textiles has submitted it. 
report; 

(b) if SO, details of the recommenda-
tions and Government's decision thereon : 

(c) whether it is a fact that the repre-
ICntatives of the mill owners have 
expressed the inability of the induo;lry to 
pay higher wages for workers as recom-
mended by the Board; and 

(d) the steps taken by Government 
to set these and other recommendations 
implemented by the mill owners 7 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN MI-
NISTRY OF LABOUR EMPLOYMENT 
AND REHABILITATION (SHRI 
BHAGWAT JRA AZAD): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The Board', recommendations aro 
under CIIU11iDatiOD Theae will ~ 

announced, along with Government', deci-
sions, as early as possible. 

(c) Yes, Sir. 

(d) The question of implementation 
of the Wage Board's recommendations 
will arise after Government's decisions 
thereon are announced. 

SHRI D.R. PARMAR: Is the han. 
Minister aware of the fact that about 20 
textile mills have been closed down and 
about 20,000 labou rers have become 
jobless? I have heard that some labourers 
have started hunger-strike also before the 
Gujarat Assembly. If this thing is conti-
nued for some longer period, it will 
effect the cotton growers, the farmers also. 
May I know from the hon. Minister 
whether the Government have taken any 
action to get the closed mills in workins 
condition and, if not, the reasons 
therefore? 

SHRI HA THI: These recommendations 
of the Wage Board are with the Govern-
ment. But the Report is not unanimous. In 
order to expedite it, we have called the 
meeting on the 25th of this month to consi-
der them. 

SHRI D. R. PARMAR: May I know 
whether the Government have suggested 
any other alternative to give work to the 
jobless workers? 

SHRI HATHI: This does not arise out 
of this. This relates to the recommenda-
tion of the Wage Board. 

SHRI R. K. AMIN: It is a common 
practice of appointing the Wage Board in 
our country which raises the wases, raises 
the prices and as a result of that the consu-
mers sult'er. Now, we are facing a situation 
in the textile industry where the mills are 
closing down. The labour and capital 
are willing to work at lower wages but 
they cannot work. There are certain 
textile mills where the workers are read,. 
to work at lower wages but they are 
prevented from havina: that sort of lower 
waa:es in order to find employment. In 
Japan, there is a a:ood deal of wale 
ftexibility and because of the wqe aexi. 
bility, they do not have to race ~ ­

ment and there are no problems of sick 
mill., II tho GOVCllJllellt thl.ldDl of 
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having that sort of wage ftexibility while 
appointing the Wage Board in any 
industry and, specially, in the textile 
industry, and making the overall review 
of the situation and asking the second 
Wage Board to make the review from that 
point of view. 

SHRI HATHI: The Wage Board are 
appointed to see w"ether the wages earned 
by the workers are adequate or whether 
increase is need. It is true that some of 
the mills are not working at a profit but, 
on the contrary, at a loss, and some of 
them have been closed. As has been 
rightly said, some of the workers have 
agreed to work at a lower rate. But this is 
a question for all other mills which would 
be making profit and which may have 
capacity to pay, to consider. So far as sink 
mills are concerned, the workers and em-
ployers can come to an agreement between 
them. But so far as other mills which have 
capacity to pay are concerned, the Wage 
Board recommen:datiom, after discussion 
with the workers will apply. 

SHRI CHENGALRA Y A NAIDU: May 
I know whether it is a fact that not only a 
few but most of the recommendations of 
the Board were not unanimous because the 
representatives of the employees on the 
Board did not sign the recowmendations 
and did not agree to the report 1 If 
this is so, may I know whether the 
employees have not agreed because the 
wages recommended were low and whether 
the employers have not aereed because the 
wages recommended were high? If this 
is so, may I know whether the Govern-
ment will consider reducing the excise duty 
for the mills, so that the employers can 
pay some more money to the employees? 

SHRI HA THI: This question should b: 
addressed to the Finance Ministry, 

SHRI UMANATH: The so-called S:-
cond Wage Board has ultimately turned out 
to be a Himalayan hoax on the textile 
workers of the country. The present 
minimum wage in the industrial field was 
fixed about nine years ago, in 1960, and 
I find from the report that they have 
denied revision of minimum wage-an 
absolute denial of revision of minimum 
basic pay. I also find that they have 
totally denied dearness allowance also to 

a sub,tantial section of the workers. Only 
a small section of the workers have been 
recommended a pittance of a rupee or 
two. In essence, the whole recommend-
ations tum out to ~ a recommendation 
for wage freeze for 15 years from 1,960. I 
would like to know, in these conditions, 
what steps Government propose to take 
to scrap the Wage Board recommend-
ations and compel the employers to see 
that the minimum wages which were in 
force from 1960 are revised as well as 
category basic wages and dearness allow-
ance as otherwise there would be a stiff 
resistance from the textile workers through-
out the country. 

SHRI HATHI: The question is whether 
the recommendations of the Wage Board 
have been accepted by the Government or 
not I have replied that we have not yet 
taken any decision on that. We have called 
a meeting on the 25th January to discuss 
the question between the employers and 
the workers. If the view of the workera 
at that meeting is that the recommenda-
tions should be scrapped, Government 
will consider that. But then the question 
is whoever is getting something more will 
have to wait for some time more. 

'1') ~ m: ~~ ~ ~~  ifP:-

~ ~ ~  ~  ~ ~ ll:lfi ~ lfi'lf 
lfiT lfiTlfif ~ ;;mrT ~ ~  ~  ~  
1f!T'f.T if ~ ~ lfiro!1' ~ lfiT flf# 
if"l{ lfiT ~ ~ I ~ ~~ Cfl!fl ~ OflTT-
~  it l{);ff ifT(f' ~  ~  ~ I "'lIT q"'T 

~  ~~ ifTCf 'R ~  ~ fit; oqm if.r 
lfiT ~ ~ ~  iR' lfiT ;;mfT ~ lIT 
l!ifTq;r ~ ~ ~ f'f"': ~ l¢t "'Hit 
~ Cfll'T lR?;U i!fI" ~  if iflT ~ 
lfimfTifT if"l{ ~ ~  lfiT ~~ 
~ lfiT ~  ~  "I'm ~  It q",.T 

$lf ~ ~ ~1 ~  ~ ~ fit; 
/flIT ~ it:r it ~  ~1 iR' ~  ~ ll'f 
lfi1 ~~ fifo{ 'ifT<i t ~  itm fri 
itlfiT<:1 lfi1 ~~ ..m- * ~ 
fif,'liPTlIT ~ ? ~ ~ ~ fit; m'f ;ni 
lfiT ~  ~ fq'fP: ~  ffi ~  
W 1ft?: ~ ~  f'4'fP: ~  ? 



u Oral .,4113'11,,1 I>HALOUNA I, 1890 (SAKA) Oral Allswe'$ 14 

1If)"'"'" ~ ~  ~~  
~ ~  ltifit, ~ ~~ ~ ~ I 

SHRI K. RAMAN!: The policy of setting 
up a Wage Board is to have an upward 
revision of the existing wage. It is a 
well known fact that the present wages 
should be increased. That is why the 
Wage Board is set up. But is there any 
reason to link up the increase in wages, 
whether it is a paltry sum or otherwise, 
with the workload ? 

May I know whether it is a fact that in 
this wage board, because of the tremend-
ous pressure put on the wage board by 
the millowners ... 

MR. SPEAKER: No reasons need be 
given. Let him come to the question 
straight. 

SHRI K. RAMAN!: It is a very rele-
vant point that I am raising. 

MR. SPEAKER: I am glad that he has 
understood it. 

SHRI K. RAMAN!: May I know 
whether it is a fact that there has been a 
tremendous pressure upon the wage board 
from the millowners that if at all any-
thing comes out of the wage board's re-
commendations, there must be a linking 
up of the wages with the workload? 
It is a good thing that Government have 
not come to any decision, as the hon. 
Minister has just now stated so, they 
have got room to change even the re-
commendations of the wage board. Shri 
Umanath suggested that they should be 
scrapped. But I would submi t that they 
have got a chance now to re-think 
about it. May I know whether Govern-
ment are going to re-think on those 
recommendations and increase the basic 
wage to a substantial amount and also 
drop the idea of linking it up with the 
workload? 

SHRI HA THI : We have yet to think 
on the recommendations. 

So, as yet there Is no question of re-
thlnkin,. The recommendations have to be 
cOlllidered at the meeting of the 2'th. So, 
there II ao quettlon of re-thlaklDl. 

SHRI UMANATH: We are able to think 
so soon. Why should the hon. Minister 
not be able to think so soon ? 

SHRI K. RAMANI: Government have 
got a chance to think now. 

SHRI K. M. ABRAHAM: Soon after the 
constitution of this wage board four years 
ago, the millowners were pressurising the 
wage board members and the Government 
so that the wage board may recommend 
lesser than what the former wage boards 
had recommended. They were creatinl 
an artificial crisis in the textile industry 
by closing down the mills, by effecting 
retrenchment and cutting out dearness 
allowance, wages etc. They did all this 
just to pressurise the wage board. Since 
Government are convening a meeting 
during this month will Government take 
note of this artificial crisis and recommend 
a higher wage to the workers? 

SHRI HATHI: As I have said, what-ever 
the recommendations of the wage board, 
we shall consider them. The question 
is not one of not recommending a higher 
wage than what the wage board has 
awarded, but that question comes in only 
when we consider the recommendations as 
a whole. 

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: The hon. 
Minister replies as if he is not even aware 
of what the recommendations are. He 
knows very well that this wage board after 
being in labour for four years has produced 
a report-of course, it is not unanimous-
in which they have recommended among 
other things the following thinp. Regard-
ing the merger of dearness allowance with 
basic wages, the recommendation of the 
first wage board eight or nine years ago 
has not yet been implemented, and it 
should ~ implemented now. Secondly, 
they have recommended that the basic 
wages of workers should b: increased by 
one rupee a year. Now, a meetinl has 
been called on the 25th; of course. I have 
no illusion that they are going to modify 
the award to increase the walles, but I am 
apprehensive that they have called a 
Dleetinll in order to cut down even this, 

~ the employers are objectinll and 
they are saying that they cannot PlY even 
thIs. J want to know this from the hon. 
Minilter. Whea only one rupee inert-
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ment has been recommended and when 
the previous recommendations of 1960 have 
not ye t been implemented, what is the 
purpose of calling this meeting, unless it 
be to force the workers to accept further 
compromises and further reductions? 

SHRI HA THI Shri Indrajit Gupta 
has said as if the recommendations were 
not read by me. It is not a question 
of my knowing or not knowing then. The 
point is that the recommendations are not 
unanimous. The employers have said 
something; the workers have said some· 
thing else, and the chairman and indepen· 
dent member have said another thing, 
and again the independent member has 
said that he has said a certain thing but 
his interpretation is something different. 
Therefore, I cannot place the recommen· 
dation of the wage board as such; I can 
only place the decision of Government. 
But I may assure the hon. Member that 
the idea is not to cut from what the wage 
board has recommended. The idea is that 
if there is some correct understanding bet· 
ween the workers and the employers, the 
implementation would be easier than 
would otherwise be the case. 

SHRI E. K. NAY ANAR: After four 
years, a lifeless child has been given 
brith to by the wage board ........ . 

SHRI UMANATH: A still·born 
child. 

SHRI E. K. NAY ANAR: When the em· 
loyers resist the recommendations favour. 
able to the workers, the Labour Minister 
is not prepared to implement those recom· 
mendations. We had an evidence of 
this on the first question today relating 
to biris and cigarettes, and now we arc 
having the question relating to the 
wage board. 

Further. the wage board had recom· 
mended by a majority that only one per 
cent increase per year shOUld be siven 
but the employers are resisting even that. 
Particularly, the Birla textile mills are 
resisting to give even the one rupee 
increment. While Government may not 
take a Ieninent attitude towards the 
workers, will they be prepared to raise 
the mearge walles which the workers are 
Ilettinl now and whether Govelnment 

will be prepared to resist the millowners 
recommendations? 

SHRI HATHI: There are the recom· 
mendations of the workers' repre!ICntatives 
also. The workers have also been asso-
ciated with the wage board. We have 
their recommendations also, and we shall 
certainly consider their recommendations 
and see that the workers let some-
thing more. 

SHRI E. K. NAY ANAR: He is 
surrendering when the owners resist. 

SHRI HATHI: There is no question 
of surrender. 

"T (I ... ~  ~  ~ ~­
~  ~  ~ 1 ~  Wmif if ~ 
'" ~1 ~  ililnl'R fl:pif" ~ ;;M; fifV'iR 
tiTer ~ ~ i!iro!T ~  ~ ~ ~  ~ 
Ilfh ~~ ;;J11fT ~  ~ ~ ~  IliT 
~  ~ I It ~ ~ ~  ~ fit; lI'lIT 

~  ;r ~~ ~  iliT ~ 1  iliT ~ IlfR 
'fliT ~~ iliff ~  ~ ? ~ ~ " 
~ crT ~  flfl'fT iliT Ilf<f.t 'hT 'l<: ~  
rn ~ fu-11; IlfR <;n!TT ~~  iliT ~1  
~ ~ iiR"R If; f<;11; ~~ ~ ~ 'tiA-
~  ~  ~ ? 

SHRI HATHI: This question does not 
relate to that. We have the Textile 
Corporation for that. 

MR SPEAKER: I think we have had 
enough supplementary questions. If 
further questions are asked, they will 
only be repetitions. So, may I 10 ever 
to the next question 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Yes. 

SHRI HUKAM CHAND KACHWAJ: 
rose-

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA: 
My name is also there in the list. So, 
I may be permitted to ask a question. 

MR. SPEAKER: If I were to call Shri 
Kanwar Lal Gupta, then I would have 
to call !lCveral othen whOle IIIIDlCI appear 
earlier to his. 
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SHRI LOBO PRABHU: Shri Hukam 

Chand Kachwai may be pennitted. He 
i! a worker. 

MR. SPEAKER. We should follow the 
procedures laid down. I have to call 
fint those whose names are printed on 
the list b:fore I call othen. So, why 
should the hon. Memb:r give encoura-

~  for other whose names are not 
there in the list? 

lilT ~~ ~  ~  ~  
~  ~ il"ri ~  ~ ~~ ~  

~  1966 it ...-rlJ: ~ ~  ~  oq't, 
it ~~ t\:T 'ifT<: ~  ~ t\:r ~ ~ I it 
f;fiI" ~~  ~  ~ ~ srrf ~ ~ il"g<:f 
~~ mifT ~~ >.fr I it l1''''T 1 ~  
~ ~ ~  ~ 1  ~ fit; ~ it ~~ t\:T 
~ ~ ~  'fo:rTf", ~~ t\:T ~  <'fTlJ ~ 
~  ~  'IT, 'frT 11"'lfT ~ ~  ~ 
~ ~ ~·  fit; ~ "ITT ~~  ~ 

ifi'(, ~ ~ <it\: ~  ~~  ifii:irr. ~ 
Of@' fit; ~  ~  ~  ~  srh: ~ 
~ srh: ~~  ~ fit; ~ ~  ~ 
ifi'( ~  <'fllJ rn ;ji- ~ ~~ ~ 
~~ ~11 ;'orlmT rom ~ if t\:r ~ 

fifOf-lfTf.r'fO 1fT ~ ~ ~  ~  sr)<: 
~ ~~  1fT 'tilt it ~~ ~  ? ffi ~ ­

~ ~~ ~  it ~ rom'ffli ~ ~ 

~~  ? 

SHRI HATHI: This is rather a very 
wide question. The wage board recom-
mendations were received a month back. 
Both the workers and employers are 
represented on this wage board. We 
could at the most request then only 
to expedite the report. But the other 
question is rather a wider question, 
namely what steps we can take to get 
the recommendations implemented: Today 
the wage boards are not statutory. It 
is a non-statutory machineT}, and so, the 
implementation cannot be done statutorily. 
That whole qucstion is being discu-
ssed. It is before the national Labour 
Commission. The Standing Labour 
Committee haa also appointed a sub-

HI 
committee. I think they have completed 
their deliberations. As soon as we get 
the report, we shall see what further 
steps should be taken to make these 
recommendations either statutory or 
binding. 

SHRI K. P. SINGH DEO: Since the 
textile industry is in a way a monopoly 
either of the employers or of the emp-
loyees, what steps have Government 
taken, while setting up the Wage 
Board, to project the consumers' 
interest also? 

SHRI HATHI: The independent member 
there looks to the economics of it, and 
the Chairman is also there. 

'itT ~ : ~ ~~  ~  

~  ~  ~~ fl"lT ~  ~ ~ 
gt:J; qh: 'd"rrti"T II>i ~ If>T ~  ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~  ~  ~  t ~ ~ 
mrl <:fIIi" tfO<:fr t qh: <:fiI" W!"ifT mtt 
~  ~ I ~~ ~ ~ fuTt ~  tJ 
<mr qr ~ t ~ ~  ~ 'f'TT 
~  ~ ~ ~~ ~  
<:fr ~  ~1  rn if; ~ ItiTf 
1~  ~ t, ~ ft ~ ~  ( 

flfi ~  IfiT ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ rn 
~ ft:rit, ~ ~  IIfT'f ~ If<:: 1ft 
~ t Iflf"'ffll; ~ ~ IfiT ..n I'll 
~ ~ t, ~  ItiTf ~ 
~~~ ~~ 
~~~~ ~~~  
'liT 'f'IT ~  ? 

SHRI HATHI: I have just replied in 
answer to the previous question that thia 
is a wider question and we are actually 
considering it. 

~~  ft ~ q 
~ ~ t fiI; ~ '1ft IJiql1A ~ 
t 1fT ~ m ;r;m t, ~ lAm t, 
ilom- t, ~ t, ~  t ~  
nR tJ ft:rit fIR t:J;IJi ~ lAm t, 
m iI'u ~ t fiI; ~ ft«nt ri t 
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\Jm ",,'fil'furl 1I'i) ~ \Jvm· if; 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ lflflfiti ~ ~~ 
~111  !fiT ~~ ~~ a, ~ ~ \J;ffi 
ftrtt ~  ~ qh ~~ lfiro!J ~  

~~ ~ ~  
if ~ ~ lfiW ~ I ffi ~ ;;rrm 
~ ~ fit; ;;r;r ~ ~~ n:.ftt!fiT ~ 
~~ ~~ ~~ ~  
1:ri r.ro: ~ 1l'iT{ ~ ~ 
\JoTit1rr ? qn: "lrl'crli1< if IfiIlr lft ~ 
lfi'fm;r fq('(Hf ~ WRr n:.ftt ;r ~ ~~ 
~ f;;m: lff ~~  1l'iT{ 1 ~ ~  ? 

'1f ~  'fT;r;rflJ ~~  it ;;IT ~ 
lfib. T fit; ~ 1  ~  'fT m ~ 

~  ~ ~ mr ~ I qlfr !fiT{ ~  
lI'(f wqr ~ flli IIiil' ~ ;;rTlJ; ~  ~ I 

As for the delay and all that, we 
are also aware that it takes a long time 
and therefore, we are considerina the 
whole structure of the Wage Board. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question No. 63. 

SHRI S. KUNDU: May I suggest that 
Qn. No. 77 may also be taken with this. 

MR. SPEAKER: No. 

Study Group of National Commlssloa 
011 Labour OD indIan RaIlways. 

-j-

.63. SHRI G.C. NAIK: 
SHRI A. SREEDHARAN : 
SHRI D. AMAT : 

Will the Minister of LABOUR AND 
REHABILITATION be pleascd to state: 

(a) whether the Study Group which 
was appointed by the National Commi-
ssion on Labour for fixin& wages of 
employees of Indian Railways has sub-
mitted its report to Government; 

(b) if so, the main recommendations 
of the ~  

(t:) ·whether the recommendations 
have since been con;idered by Govero-
ment: and 

(d) if so, the decision! taken there-
on? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF LABOUR, EMPLOY-
MENT AND REHABILITATION 
(SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD): 
(a) to (d). The Study Group on 
Rail Transport has submitted a report 
to the National Commission on Labour. 
Government is not seized of the matter 
now and will consider it on receipt of 
the recommendations of the Commission. 

SHRI G. C. NAIK; Besides wages, whe-
ther the National Labour Commission 
went into the other conditions of service 
of various categories of railway employees, 
specially guards, drivers, pointsmen,fire-
men and those in charge of the control 
room at various stations and if so, what 
were the recommendations made by the 
National Commission in the regard? 

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: The 
National Labour Commission has not yet 
submitted its recommendations. So there 
is nothing to say on this now. 

SHRI C. AMA T: If the National Com-
mission could not submit its report by the 
expected time, may I know from the 
hon. Minister why the Railway Mini-
ster while presenting the Railway Bud-
get yesterday has taken into consider-
ation the additional financial burdens 
the railways would have to bear? 

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: You 
would appreciate that we could not com-
ment on this matter. 

Export of Millet to China 

+ 
*64. SHRJ SHRI CHAND GOYAL: 

SHRI NARENDRA SINGH MAHIDA: 
SHRI Y AJNA DA TT SHARMA : 

Will the Minister of FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE b. pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that 
10,000 bags of Sava (Millet) from Maha-
rashtra were exported to China I'la 
Shalimar in West Bengal: 

(b) whether the traders had souaht 
permission of the State Government for 
cxpon of the commodity; 




