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AND COMPANY AFFAIRS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government are envisaging
a boom in demand for machine tools and
engineering goods in the year 1969;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the value of machine tools supplied
to Private and Public Sectors separately
during the year 1968-69?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT, INTERNAL TRADE
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS (SHRI F.A.
AHMED): (a) and (b). While Government
do expect some increase in the production
during 1969, they do not envisage any ‘boom”
in demand for machine tools or other
engineering goods. The engineering indus-
tries in general, and machine tools industry,
in particular, have been facing the problem
of under-utilisation of productive capacity
during the last 2-3 years. As a result of
the concerted steps taken by Government
and the industry to combat this problem there
has certainly been a noticeable improvement
in demand and production in a number of
engineering industries during the last year,
as compared to the previous two years.
In the case of machine tools the production
during 1968 was of the order of Rs. 21
crores as compared to Rs. 29 crores in 1966
and Rs. 26 crores in 1967. Even though the
present trends indicate some improvement
in the orders booked for machine tools,
there may not be amy striking increase in
production during the year 1969, owing to
a large accumulation of stocks with the
manufacturers. However, it is reasonable
to expect that the engincering industries in
general, will recover further from the effects
of recession during the current year.
Further, the demand for engineering pro-
ducts is likely to increase, leading to fuller
utilisation of production capacities. All
this together will cor dingly i
the demand for machine tools,

(c) The value of machine tools supplied
to private and public sectors separately, by
the public sector units is as follows:

Rs. in lakhs
Supplied to private Supplied to public
sector sector
345.79 523,62

CHAITRA 25, 1891 (SAKA)
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As regards machine tools supplied by
private sector units, the information is not
readily available. Also the private sector
units include not only the bigger units in
the organised sector but a much larger
number of units in the small scale sector in
respect of which it will be difficult to collect
all this detailed information.
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Expansion of Bokaro Steel Plant

*#1091. SHRI D. R. PARMAR: Will the
Minister of STEEL AND HEAVY ENGI-
NEERING be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Bakaro
Steel Plant is to be expanded so as to create
a capacity of four million tonnes of pig
iron during the Fourth Five Year Plan; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?
THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND

HEAVY ENGINEERING (SHRI C. M.
POONACHA): (a) and (b). The Steering

Group, which had bzen set up to help the
Government in the formulation of 4th and
Sth Five Year Plans for iron and steel, have
inter-alia recommended the expansion of
Bakaro Steel Plant to 4 million tonne ingot
steel capacity per annum in continuation to
the completion of the first stage by mid
1972.  The recommendations of the Steering
Group are at present, under examination.

Hiusory Powers to Shareholders

'1092.\4-1111 MADHU LIMAYE: Will
the Minister of INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT, INTERNAL TRADE AND
COMPANY AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government’s attention has
been drawn to the discontent among the
shareholders over the illusory powers given
to them under the Companies Act;

(b) if so, whether Government intend to
amend the Act with a view to giving repre-
sentation to minority groups, views and
increased voice for the shareholders in
general in the running of a company ; and





