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SHRI Y. B. CHA VAN: As for those 
people who consider untouchability as sacred, 
we have expressed our view in the matter. 
We have protested against it and disapproved 
all such things. 
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THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
AND BROADCASTING, AND COMMU-
NICATIONS (SHRI SATYA NARAYAN 
SINHA): (a) No, Sir. It would not be 
correct to say that the I ate President, Dr. 
Zakir Hussain, died at 11.20 A.M. Doctors' 
efforts at resuscitation continued till about 
11.50 A.M. and so long as these efforts COD-
tinued, death could not be taken for 
granted. 

(b) The news was broadcast by All India 
Radio at 1.20 P.M. 

(c) There was no delay OD the part of 
All India Radio. The Dews was broadcast 
immediately after it had been officially 
announced by Rashtrapati Bhavan sources. 

(d) to (f). Do not arise. 
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"In the case of high State dignitaries, 
a special procedure for announcement of 
news has been laid down by Govern-
ment. It clearly states that thinp can 
be broadcast only after official confirma-
tion has been obtained from the 
Secretary i Joint Secretary, Ministry of 
Home Affairs. The. official announce-
-ment, as stated above, came after 13.15 
hrs. and within minutes the news was 
broodcast by A.I.R." 

!lI'I'R ~ '1ft ~ ~  fir; ~~ 
i.r-r ~ ;IT ~ <'11TT FT t ~ 1ft ~ 
~ ;fM f1m: ~ ~ FT 'IT, ~ 
~ liI1I' 1:I;0!ll'Ttoqn:o ~ ~ FT-

SHRI P. RAMAMURTI: WhY was the 
oftIcial announcement made so late ? 

SRRI SURBNDRANATH DWIVEDY : 
WhY was it so much delayed? Why did it 
take 2 hours to issue the official announce-
ment? 
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MR. SPEAKER: The point is simple. 
I happened to be there at about 12.10 or 
12.15 P.M. They were waiting for the team 
oC doctors. Everybody knew it. I was also 
standing by the side oC the body of the late 
President. They were waiting Cor the team 
oC doctors to come Crom the Institute. 
It is a long distance. They came and they 
examined him again. AU of them had to 
sign before it could be announced. There 
was probably some procedure, I thought. 
This is to tbe extent that I know. 

The hOD. Member may put his second 
question. 
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SHRI P. VlSWAMBHARAN: May 
know from the hon. Minister exactly at what 
time the doctors certified Dr. Zakir Hussain 
to be dead, exactly at what time press release 
was issued and at what time the A.I.R. 
broadcast the ne",s? Was there any time-
lag in between and if so, why? 

SHRI SATYA NARAIN SINHA: 
Within three minutes after tbe official 
announcement was handed over to us, the 
programme which was going on was inter-
rupted and this news was announced. 

SHRI P. VISWAMBHARAN: I want 
to know exactly at what time the doctors 
certified him to be dead. 

SHRI SATYA NARAIN SINHA: We 
got it at about 1.17 P,M. and it was 
announced at 1.20 i.e.,P.M., within three 
minutes. 

SHRI S. M. KRISHNA: We are 
rather unhappy that timing of the broadcast 
of the death of the President of India should 
have tUrned to be a controversial one 
(1",."IIp'iolt). We do not expect tbe All 
India Radio to ~  on the death of 
!lOybod)' in this country much less the 

President of India. Tho hon. Minister has 
quoted certain rules and prncedure. They 
should apply to every dianitary. I recall, in 
the case of late Shri AJIIIIldurai. the All 
India Radio betrayed an ugly haste, an em-
barrassing haste ; they pronounced him doad 
three days before he adualty died. At 
that time it was the haste of All 
India Radio. I am not attributing 
that AU India Radio was rather doing 
it deliberately or rather they were keen on 
Shri Annadurai's death. We would like that 
whenever a dignitary dies, All India Radio 
should broadcast that with alacrity and with 
a certain discretion also. In this case it was 
undue and unpardonable delay. 10 that case 
it was undue haste. 

SHRI SATYA NARAYAN SINHA: 
It was not any undue delay so far as this 
event is concerned. With reprd to the death 
of Shri Annadurai. I have steted that at that 
time the All India Radio was criticized, that 
they announced it depending upon the PTI 
news. Our correspondent was there. We 
tried to CODtarct him but because our 
telephone line was not working, we relied on 
it. Once, twice or thrice that was the posi-
tion. (llflerruptlo,u) 

SHRI HEM BARUA: May I submit 
that wben Bomdila in NEFA fell iato the 
hands of the Chinese it was not the All India 
Radio but tho BBC t)!at was the first to 
broadcast the news for tho consumption of 
the Indian people and also for tho consump-
tion of the people elsewhere. You should 
remember that. It came out on the Boor of 
this House also. 

MR. SPEAKER: Come to the present 
day. 

SHRI HEM BARUA: In this particu-
lar case also there was inordinate delay in 
announcing tlie sad demise of the President. 
In that context may I know b¥ what lime the 
doctors officially proBOuaced him dead 7 Was 
it at 12 noon or was it not S minutes past 12 
when almost all the MinHtries of the 
Government of India kn_ about the death 
of the President? The hon. Miaister has 
said about the PTI flash. May I know whether 
)OU depend upon the PTI flash or you depend 
upon the actual proIlOUIlCI_ of the death 
in the Iluktrapati Bhavan. On what do you 
*l-d? . 



VAISAI(:HA 19. 1891 (SAKAl Written Answers 

SHRI SATYA NARAIN SINHA: 
As regards death we always depend upon the 
official announcement. You said that you 
were present there. At I.S the doctors 
announced that he was dead. It took S to 10 
minutes for the doctors to come. 
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MR. SPEAKER: No please, I would 
DOt call anybody. Order. order please. Let 
him finish now. 

SHRI HEM BARUA: Is it not a fact 
tbat the belicopter was sent to bring tbe 
Prime Minister before the All India Radio 
made the announcement? Is it not also a 
fact that tbe Vice President wbo was on tour 
was informed before the actual announce· 
ment was made by the AIR 7 

SHRI SA TY A NARAIN SINHA: 
Tbe fact that tbe President suffered a heart 
attack was sufficient for the people bere to 
get the Prime Minister and the Vice 
President. But, as· I have said repeatedly, 
the doctors declared that the President was 
dead, at I.S. S or 10 minutes were taken by 
them because they had to give a certiftcate. 
(hIt_,.up,l"n.) 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. San&hi. 

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
AND MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI 
MORARJI DESAI) : ~  

MR. SPEAKER: The Deputy Prime 
Minister wants to say somethiJ1a. 

SHRI MORARJI DESAI: I was tbe 
first member of the Government to reacb tbe 
place. I was informed at 11.50. As soon 
as lreacbed my ollice, immediately I JOt the 
telepbone from the Secretary to tbe President 
that tbe President had a severe heart attack 
and perhaps he would not survive. This 
I was told at 1I.SO on the telephone. 
(''''.'"",!Op) 

MR. SPEAKER: You want to make 
this also a controversy? 

SHRI MORARJI DESAI: I reacbed 
the place within 4 or S minutes, by about 
11.SS. At tbat time the doctors had taken 
all tbe steps to revive, give oxygen, and all 
the otber metbods that tbey adopt in such 
cases to revive or to bring back the person to 
life if it is there. When I went tbere they 
said that it seemed impossible to revive bim. 
I then told tbem tbat it was better to get 
otber doctors so that nobody might after-
wards say tbat we bad not utilised tile 
services of all tbe top doctors wbo were 
available. We called Dr. Dhanda wbo is a 
well known heart specialist of Delbi. Dr. Wig 
was also called in. They took sometime to 
come. How could they come immediately? 
They came. Then they examined and certi. 
fied by about 1 or I.S p.m. that tbere was no 
hope and he was dead and therefore, we 
must immediately take further action. In the 
meanwhile, 88 the Vice-President was not 
here, the Home Minister was not here and 
the Prime Minister was not here, they bad to 
be informed and called immediately. because 
it was a position wbere one could not take 
risks. Therefore. they were informed and 
they were brought back. All this was dono 
in my presence. This is what happened. On 
this it was 90ught to make a capital. I am 
afraid it is not fair to do these things. This 
is what I have to plead with my han. 
friends. 
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