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(ii) total annual net revenue and ex-
penditure of each line for the 
financial years 1966-67 and 1967-68 
(Actuals) and for 1968-69 (based on 
figures available upto December 
only) ; 

(c) whether it is also a fact that most 
of the States have opposed the closure of 
these branch lines : 

(d) if so, their names as also of the 
branch lines which they want to remain un-
disturbed ; and 

Ce) Central Government's reaction to 
their oppositioa 1 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH) : (a) to 
(e). No proposal (or closure of unecono-
mic railway lines is at presont under con-
sideration. 
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Broad gauge liDe from Madras to 
Totlc:orin Harbour 

*954. DR. M. SANTOSHAM : 
SHRI KIRUTTINAN : 

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pleased to state : 

(a) when the proposed broad gauge Ii DC 

from Madras to Tutlcorin Harbour vi a 
Erode and Dindigul Stations is likely to be 
completed ; and 

(b) whether the line is proposed to be 
extended from Tuticorin Harbour to 
Cochin Harbour also 1 
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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH): (a) 
Preliminary engineering and traffic surveys 
for a new B.G. line from Karur to Dindi-
gul and onwards to Madurai and for the 
conversion of the M. G, line from Madurai 
to Tuticorin including the Maniyachi-
Tirunelveli section) are in progress bl£Od 
on the results of the surveys, further con-
sideration to the project will be given. IF 
this proposal materialises, it would provide 
a B. G. connection between Madurai and 
Tuticorin Ports. 

(b) No such direct extension for a 
B. G. line from Tuticorin to Cochin Har-
bour is at present under consideration. 
Tuticorin and Cochin are already connected 
by a M. G. line via Maniyachi-Tirunelveli-
Quilon. There is no proposal at present 
under consideration to convert this section 
into B. G. Re-assessment of the earlier 
survey reports of the Tirunelvely-Nagercoil-
Cape Comorin-Trivandrum line and surveys 
for the conversion of the Trivandrum-
Quilon-Emakulam M. G. section into B. G. 
are being nudertaken during the current year 
(1969-70). If these proposals materialise. 
Tuticorin and Cochin would be connected 
via Trivandrum, as well. 

Sbortagt' of Tyres aDd Tubes 

.955. DR. KARNI SINGH: 
SHRI N. K. SANGHI : 

• SHRI R. R. SINGH DEO: 
SHRICHANDRA SHEKHAR 

SINGH: 
SHRI K. HALDAR : 
SHRI JAGESHW AR 

YADAV: 
SHRI RAMA VTAR 

SHASTRI: 

Will the Minister of INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELoPMENT, INTERNAL TRADE 
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the produc-
tion of all kinds of tyres and tubes in the 
country is far below the normal require-
ments remlting in acute shortage of this 
commodity; 

(b) whether it is due to the fact that 
the peoduction of rubber in the country 
has been extnmely slow; 

(c) if so, whether Government have 
investigated the reasons Iherefor ; and 

(d) the steps Government prop"se to 
take to accelerate rubber production by 
planters to have rubber import and conse-
quently foreign exchange? 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT, INTERNAL TRADE 
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS (SHRI 
F. A. AHMED) : (a) Excepting in respect 
of certain categories of scooters, tractor an" 
truck tyres, the indigenous production of 
tyres and tubes is sufficient to take care of 
the demand. 

(b) No, Sir. 

(c) Government have been constantly 
reviewing the position of Tyre Industry and 
steps heve been taken to ensure adequate 
availability of all categories of tyres and 
tubes. The present shortages were to some 
extent, due to sudden spurt in demand and 
loss of production owing 10 strike in one of 
the major Tyre Manufacturing Units during 
1967.68. 

(d) A statement is laid on the Table of 
the House. [Placed in library. See No. 
LT-641/69] 

luclo.ion of Sambavan Samba.ar and 
Samban in Scheduled eastes 

List 

*956. SHRI E. K. NAYANAR: 
SHRI A. K. GOPALAN: 
SHRIMATI SUSEELA 

GOPANAN: 

Will the Minister of LAW AND 
SOCIAL WELFARE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether any representation from the 
Kerala Government has been received 
requesting to include the Sambavan, Sam-
bavar, Samban in the list of Scheduled 
Castes ; 

(b) if so, whether Government have 
considered the request ; and 

(c) if not, the reasons therefor? 




