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(a) No,. Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Sbortage of Wagons 

·948. SHRI S. S. KOTHARI: Will 
the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether it is a (act tha t there is a 
shortage of wagons in the country and indus-
try is facing difficulty in certain areas in 
obtaining the requisite number and type of 
wagons indented for ; 

(b) if so, whether Government have 
made any survey in this regard so as to 
identify areas in which wagon shortage is 
experienced; and 

(c) the steps Government are taking to 
alleviate such shortage? 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH): (a) and 
(b). No, Sir. The essential demand for 
different industries are being met more or 
loss in fuU. Total rogistered demand (or 
wagons outstanding are equivalent to less 
than two days' loading. Barring Central 
and South Eastern Railways the supply is 
upto date on other Railways. Outstandings 
on Central and South-Eastern Railways for 
clearance of general goods traffic are due to 
deployment of a large number of wagons to 
clear heavy bunched demand of high priority 
traffic like foodgrains, finished products of 
Steel Works, Cement, Coal etc., and disrup-
tion of Railwa} working and hold-up of a 
large number of wagons due to such factors 
as strikes in Bombay Port Trust Railway, 
Madras Port, Ci vii disturbances in Andhra 
State for Telengana agitation etc. 

(c) With the close of the financial year, 
demand from heavy industries like Steel, 
Cement etc. has dropped and arrangements 
are being made to liquidate the outstanding 
d.:mand fo< general goods traffic on these 
two Railways. 

Haldia Industrial Complex 

*949. SHRI M. SUDARSANAM: 
Will the Minister of INDUSTRIAL DEVE-

LOPMENT, INTERNAL TRADE AND 
COMPANY AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) the progress made in regard to the 
Haldia Industrial Complex; and 

(b) whether there is any proposal to 
have a Free Trade Zone for Haldia ? 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT, INTERNAL TRADE 
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS (SHRI F.A. 
AHMED) : (a) and (bl. The information is 
being collected and it will be laid on the 
Table of the House. 
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Manufacture of Heavy Duty Pumps 
and Compressors 

*951. SHRI ONKAIt LAL BERW A : 
SHRI. N. R. LASKAR: 
SHRI R. BARUA : 
SHRI HARDA Y AL DEVGUN : 

Will the Minister of INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT, INTERNAL TRADE 
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that six years 
after scrutiny of the feasibility study of 
Russian-assisted installation for the manufac-
ture of Heavy Duty Pumps and Compressors, 
the Central Government have not yet deci-
ded about the foreign collaboration in the 
project ; 

(b) if so, the reasons for delay'ing the 
decision ; and 

(c) when the final decision is likely to 
be taken? 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT, INTERNAL TRADE 
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS (SHRI F. A. 
AHMED) : (a) to (c). Only the Techno-
Economic Report for the Pumps and Com-
pressors Project was received from the 
USSR authorities in 1962. This report was 
examined in detail and an agreement was 
executed with Mis. Prommashexport, USSR, 
in July 1965 for the preparation of the 
Detailed Project Report. The ~ a d 

Project Report was received on IS 9.1966 
and it provideJ for a plant with a capacity 
of 16,700 tonnes per annum at a cost of Rs. 
31.32 crores (pre·devaluation). Since this 
report had been prepared on the basis of 
estimates of requirements as were foreseen 
about five years ago, it was considered 
advisable to take into account the relevant 
developments that had taken place in the 
country since that time. After taking into 
account the indigenous capacity which had 
since become available both in public and 
private sectors, it was decided to revise the 
annual capacity cif this project to 6,000 
tonnes. As USSR authorities have declined 
to collaborate in setting up the projoct with 
its revised caplcity, it has becomo necessary 
to seek alternative technical assistance for 
implementing this projoct and Governm,nt's 
decision finally will be taken shortly. 

Closure of Uneconomic Railway 
Lines 

*952. SHRIMATI ILA PALCHOU-
DHURI : Will the Minister of RAILWA YS 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whetber it is a fact that a proposal 
to close various uneconomic Branch railway 
lines is under active consideration of the 
Central Government; 

(b) if so, their total number and 
details in the following manner :-

(i) zone-wise and gauge-wise break-up 
together with distance covered by 
each branch line; 




