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commendations of the Committee.
H , the impl ation of these
recommendations, by their very nature,
would take time and it is too early to
say at this stage whether the quality of
cars manufactured in the country has
improved during the last six months.

In the meantime, in pursuance of onc
of the recommendations of the Com-
mittee, a team of experts has been depu-
ted to visit the plants of the three car
manufacturers with a view to assisting
and advising the latter in strengthening
their internal inspection organisation.
The Team will also suggest to Govern-
ment the kind of external inspection
organisation that should be set up to
supplem=nt the internal arrangements
and how it can be made to function
effectively. Further action in the
matter will be taken on receipt of the
report of the Team.
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Soviet-aided Public Sector Projects

4297. SHRI BABURAO PATEL:
Will the Minister of STEEL AND
HEAVY ENGINEERING be pleased to
state :

(a) whether it is a fact that Mr.
Skatchkov, Soviet Chairman for Econo-
mic Relations with foreign countries,
during his recent visit to Bhilai and
Ranchi, said that he was dissatisfied with
the performance of these projects and
suggested ‘‘spcedy corrective measures'’;
if so, the salient features of the report
submitted by Mr. Skatchkov ond the cor-
rective measures suggested ; and

(b) the precise steps taken by Govern-
ment to improve steel production ?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL &
HEAVY ENGINEERING (SHRI C. M.
PONACHA) (a) and (b). The working
of Bhilai Steel Plant and Heavy Enginecr-
ing Corporation, Ranchi were among the
Soviet aided Projects which were review-
ed by the Shatchkov Delegation and the
representatives of the Indian Govern-
ment. Various steps and measures to
improve the efficiency of these units were
discussed. These are under considera-
tion for implementation.

Steel (‘):lola glven'lo Standard Drum
ing pany

*298. SHRI MADHU LIMAYE:
will the Minister of STEEL AND
HEAVY ENGINEERING be pleased to
state :

(a) whether his attention has been
drawn by the Minister for Industrial
Development. Internal  Trade and
Company Affairs to the memorandum he
had received from a Member of Parlia-
ment about the steel gnota given to
Standard Drum Manufacturing Company
of the Kapadias ;

(b) If so, whether Government have
made an enquiry into the steel prices paid
by the C y and the prevailing mark-
et prices ;
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(c) whether it is a fact that even at
Rs. 2300 per ton stecl sheets are not
available in the market and that people
are sometimes paying as much as Rs.
2,500 per ton ;

(d) whether his Ministry, in consulta-
tion with the Ministry for lndustrial
Development, Internal Trade and Com-
pany Affairs and the Finance Ministry
have taken any steps to prevent the mal-
practices and tax evasion resuiting from
this quota allotment ; and

(e) if, not, the rcasons therefor ?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND
HEAVY ENGINEERING (SHRI C. M.
POONACHA) : (a) A Memorandum
covering a number of points including a
reference to the steel quotas given to this
firm, has been received by the Ministry
of Industrial D:velopment, Internal Trade
Company Affairs, and it reported to be
under examination in that Ministry.

(b) and (c). No, Sir. Whereas there
is no statutory control over steel prices,
and the selling prices at the level of the
main producers are fixed by the Joint
Plant Committee, there is no formal or
informal rcgulation over the prices at the
wholesale and retail levels.

(d) and (c). If any specific malpracti-
ces and tax evasions com= to Govern-
ment’s notice, appropriate action will be
taken by the concerned Despartments.

U.S. Loan to a Tyre Factory in Madras
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Will the Minister of INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT, INTIERNAL TRADE
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS be pleased
to state :

(a) whether the U.S. Government
have recently extended a loan of Rs. 75
lakhs to a tyre factory in Madras to help
expansion of its production ;

(b) if so, the name of the factory
which has received the loan ;

(c) the terms and conditions of the
loan ;

(d) the details of the
programme of the factory ?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT, INTERNAL TRADE
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS (SHRI
F. A. (AHMED) : (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Messrs Madras Rubber Factory
Ltd., Madras.

(c) Funds available from the Cooley
loan are intended for meeting rupee
expenditure on the acquisition of addition-
al land, construction of buildings,
payment of duty as also the installation of
plant and machinery. The repayment
of loan is envisaged in fourteen approxi-
mately equal semi-annual instalments, the
first instalment to be due and payable
three years from the date of first disburse-
ment. The loan carries an interest of
89/ per annum.

(d) The existing and proposed
capacities after expanding the production
by 259, in terms of Government dated
7-12-1967 will be as indicated below :

expansion

Item of Manufacture Present Capacity after

Capacity implementation

of the scheme

1. Automobile tyres 360,000 Nos. 450,000 Nos.

2. Automobile tubes 360,000 Nos. 450,000 Nos.
3. Tread Rubber 3.95 million Kg. 4.94 million Kg.

4, Bicycle tyres &
tubes new item 2 million Nos.






