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MusLIM NATIONS
*79. SHRI D, C. SHARMA : Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be

pleased to state :

(a) whether the Pakistan Presideat has
accused India of “trying to drive a rift
between Muslim Nations” as a part of its
foreign policy during his tour of East
Pakistan at Dacca on the 23rd September,
1968;

(b) if so, the reaction of Government
thereto; and

(c) the steps taken or proposed to be
taken in the matter ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI B. R. BHAGAT) : (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c). There is 20 truth in the
allegation and it hardly merit any action
on our part.

FOREIGN TOURS OF CHIEF OF NAVAL STAFF

*80. SHRI K. P. SINGH DEO : Will the
Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that certain
modern maritime countries were visited by
the Chief of Naval Staff recently;

(b) if so, the countries visited by the
Chief of Naval Staff;

(c) whether any suggestions have been
made by the Chief of Naval Staff to
modernise the Indian Navy as a result of
his visit to these countries;
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(d) if so, the salient features thereof;
and

(e) the reaction of Government there-
to?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI
(a) to (e¢). The
Chief of the Naval Staff utilised the occa-
sion of acceptance of the invitation from
the British Ministry of Defence for a visit
to the UK, also to visit West Germany,
Sweden, Netherlands, France and Finland.
The Chief of the Naval Staff was able to
get acquainted with the latest naval deve-
lopments in these countries of interest to
the Indian Navy, including new equipment.
The report of the Chief of the Naval Staff
is receiving consideration of Government.
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