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pow~r w fix th, dates iI vested . in 
the Election Commssion, Government 
cannot interfere with the functions of 
the Election CoII1IMssion. 

Noa-availabWty or atamps of lower 
»eilominaUOIl 

·114. SHRI HEM RAJ: Will the 
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is. a fact that at 
various rplaces in the country, com. 
plaints have been made against the 
non-aV'aiiabilidy of stamps of the lower 
denominatioil generally; and 

(b) if so, the steps taken by Gov-
ernment in the matter? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PARLIMENTARY 
AFFAIRS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
(SHRI 1. K. GUJRAL): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(h) Adequate stocks of stamps have 
since been printed and supplied to 
treasuries all over the country. The 
position is now generally satisfaotory. 

Procurement and Storage of Food-
grains 

°115. SHRI BABURAO PATEL: 
Will the Minister of roOD AND 
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) the arrangements Government 
have made to collect and store the 
bumper wheat crop of Punjab and 
Raryana; 

(b) whether it is a f'act that hun-
dreds of loaded wagons of foodgrains 
were lying in the railway yard at 
I$:andivali and Surat on the Western 
R'ailway during MaylJune, 1968 for 
,!"ant of godowns to store the food-
grains; 

(c) whether Governmea.t would 
withdraw all restrictions on the move-
ment of wheat. .. it is not poaible to 
construct godowns of approved type 
in the near futuq; and 

(d) it !lot, the reasoll.S therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVE-
LOPMENT AND COOPERATION 
(SHRI ANNASAHlB SIDNDE): (a) 
The procurement of wheat in PUD.iab 
is being done by the State Govern-
ment, Marketing Federation of Punjab 
and the Food Corrporation of Indill; 
in Haryana, it is being done by the 
State Government. Movement of the 
procured grain outside these States 
has in both cases been undertaken by 
the Food Corporation. In Punjab 
alone, the total procurement till the 
17th of July was 12'1 lakh tonnes as 
against the total market arrivals of 
13.9 lakh tonnes. In Haryana the 
total procurement was 2'03' lakh 
tonnes. Of the total grain procured 
in both the Stoates, over 6 lakh tonnes· 
has been stored in the godowns in 
these States and the balance has been 
moved out of the States to other parts 
of the country either for direct con-
sumption or for holding as reserve in 
the storage godowns in the other 
States. 

(b) It is not a fact that because of 
want of godowns wagons were lying 
Ilt the railway yard in Kandivali. 
There was a temporary accumulation 
of wagons at Kandivali because of 
SUdden bunching of wagons and short-
age of labour. At Surat, the accumu-
lation was caused by wagons in 
transit to other points in Maharashtra. 

(c) and (d). In view of the replies 
. above, these questions do not arise. 
The storllj/e accommodation with the 
Government and in the public sector 
is adequate at present and local defi-
ciencies in some of the States are 
being made up by construction of 
additional storage godoWD.!l of the 
approved type. 
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